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NOTES: 

THE THIRD CENTURY CRISIS:   

The first two centuries were free from civil war, therefore, it was known as period of peace, 

prosperity and economic expansion. External warfare was also much less common in the first two 

centuries. But the third century brought in the first sign of internal conflict. 

 From the 230s, the Roman Empire found itself fighting on several fronts simultaneously. An 

aggressive dynasty called the ‘Sasanians’, emerged in 225 which expanded rapidly just within 

15 years in the direction of the Euphrates. Shapur I, the Iranian ruler, claimed he had crushed 

Roman army of 60,000 and even captured the eastern capital of Antioch. 

  Simultaneously, a whole series of Germanic tribes or rather tribal confederacies began to 

move against the Rhine and Danube frontiers, and the entire period from 233 to 280 saw 

repeated invasions of a whole lone of provinces that stretched from the Black Sea to the Alps 

and Southern Germany. The Romans were forced to abandon much of the territory beyond 

the Danube. 

 There was a rapid succession of emperors in this century (25 emperors in 47 years!) is an 

obvious symptom of the strains faced by the empire in this period. 

 

Gender, Literacy, Culture 

 The system of nuclear family in the Roman society was one of its modern features. The family 

used to be patriarchal in nature. Slaves were included in the family. 

  Marriages were generally arranged, and there is no doubt that women were often subject to 

domination by their husbands. 

 The literacy rate was casual and varied greatly between different parts of the empire. 

 The cultural diversity of the empire was reflected in many ways. Numerous languages that 

were spoken in Roman Empire were – Aramaic, Coptic, Punic, Berber and Celtic. But many of 

these linguistic cultures were purely oral, at least until a script was invented for 

them.  Among the above mentioned languages Armenian began to be written as late as the 

fifth century. 

Economic expansion 

  The empire had a substantial economic infrastructure of harbours, mines, quarries, 

brickyards, olive oil factories, etc. Wheat, wine and olive-oil were traded and consumed in 

huge quantities, and they came mainly from Spain, the Gallic provinces, North Africa, Egypt 

and, to a lesser extent, Italy, where conditions were best for these crops. 

 Liquids like wine and olive oil were transported in containers called ‘amphorae’. Spanish 
producers succeeded in capturing markets for olive oil from their Italian counterparts. This 



would only have happened if Spanish producers supplied better quality oil at lower prices. 

 The Spanish olive oil of this period was mainly carried in a container called ‘Dressel 20’. 

 The empire included many regions that had a reputation for exceptional fertility. Italy, Sicily, 

Egypt and southern Spain were all among the most densely settled or wealthiest parts of the 

empire. The best kinds of wine, wheat and olive oil came mainly from numerous estates of 

these territories. 

 Diversified applications of waterpower around the Mediterranean as well as advances in 

water-powered milling technology, the use of hydraulic mining techniques in the Spanish 

gold and silver mines and the gigantic industrial scale on which those mines were worked. 

 The existence of well-organized commercial and banking networks and the widespread use of 

money are all indications of Roman economy. 

 A strong tradition of Roman law had emerged by the fourth century, and this acted as a brake 

on even the most fearsome emperors. 

WORKERS: 

 Slavery was an institution deeply rooted in the ancient world, both in the Mediterranean and 

in the Near East, and not even Christianity when it emerged and triumphed as the state 

religion (in the fourth century) seriously challenged this institution. Under Augustus there 

were still 3 million slaves in a total Italian population of 7.5 million. 

 With establishment of peace in the first century, the supply of slaves tended to decline and 

the users of slave labour had to turn either to slave breeding or to cheaper substitutes. 

 The Roman agricultural writers paid a great deal of attention to the management of 

labour. Columella, a first-century writer who came from the south of Spain, recommended 

that landowners should keep a reserve stock of implements and tools, twice as many as they 

needed, so that production could be continuous, ‘for the loss in slave labour time exceeds the 
cost of such items’. 

 The position of slave in Roman Empire was miserable as they were forced to work on the 

estate for 10 to 18 hours. 

 

Very Short Answer Type Questions 

Q.1.Which were the two powerful empires that ruled over most of Europe? 

Ans: The two powerful empires that ruled over most of Europe were Rome and Iran. 

Q.2.Which Sea separates the continents of Europe and Africa? 

Ans: Mediterranean Sea separates the continents of Europe and Africa. 

Q. 3. Which rivers made boundaries of the Roman empire from the north side? 

Ans: The boundaries of the Roman empire were surrounded by two great rivers, the Rhine and the 

Danube. 

Q. 4. What is another name of the third century in the Roman Empire? 



Ans:  The third century of the Roman empire was also called the ‘Early empire’. 

Q. 4. What is another name of the third century in the Roman Empire? 

Ans:  The third century of the Roman empire was also called the ‘Early empire’. 

Q.5. Which languages were used for administrative purposes in the early empire of Roman 

civilization? 

Ans: For the purpose of administration, Latin and Greek were the most widely used languages. 

Q. 6. Which languages were spoken in upper classes in east and west of the early empire of Rome? 

Ans: The upper classes of the east spoke and wrote in Greek, those of the west in Latin. 

Q. 7. Who had established the regime in 27 BCE? 

Ans: The regime was established by Augustus in 27 BCE. He was the first emperor in 27 BCE. 

Q.8. In which languages was Roman history written? 

Ans: Most of the Roman history was written in Greek and Latin languages by people from a 

senatorial background. 

Q. 9. What was the system to judge the behavior of Emperor in the Roman Empire? 

Ans: The Emperors were judged by how they behaved towards the Senate. 

Q.10. How the Romans had formed their army structure? 

Ans: The Romans had a paid professional army where soldiers had to put in a minimum of 25 years 

of service. 

Q.11. What do you mean by the ‘Augustan age’? 

Ans: The ‘Augustan age’ meant the reign by Augustus from 27 BCE to 14 CE. His reign is remembered 
for peace. 

Q.12. What were the great urban centers that lined the shores of the Mediterranean? 

Ans: The great urban centers that lined the shores of the Mediterranean were Carthage, Alexandria 

and Antioch 

Q.13. How was the jurisdiction system structured in Italy in the Roman Empire? 

Ans: In the Roman empire there was an urban center with its own magistrates, city council and a 

‘territory’ containing villages which were under its jurisdiction. 

Q. 14. Who were the main players in the political history of the empire? 

Ans: The emperor, the aristocracy and the army were the three main players in the political history 

of the empire. 

Q.15. Who was Tiberius? 

Ans:  Tiberius was the second in the long line of Roman Emperors. His span of rule remained from 14 



GE to 37 CE. He was the adopted son of Augustus. 

Short Answer Type Questions 

Q.1.Who was Columella? 

Ans: Columella, a first-century writer who came from the south of Spain, recommended that 

landowners should keep a reserve stock of implements and tools, twice as many as they needed to 

improve the better situation of laborers. 

Q.2.What is Frankincense? 

Ans: Frankincense is the European name for an aromatic resin used in incense and perfumes. It is 

tapped from Boswellia trees by slashing the bark and allowing the exuded resins to harden. The best 

quality of it came from the Arabian peninsula. 

Q.3. Define the territorial position of the Roman empire. 

Ans: The continents of Europe and Africa are separated by a sea, called the Mediterranean that 

stretches all the way from Spain in the west to Syria in the east and it was the heart of Rome’s 
empire. To the north, the boundaries of the empire were formed by two great rivers, the Rhine and 

the Danube and to the south, by the huge expanse of desert called the Sahara. This vast stretch of 

territory was the Roman empire. 

Q.4. What does the term ‘Republic’ refers to in the history of the Roman Empire? 

Ans: The Republic was the name for a regime in which the power lays with the Senate, a body 

dominated by a small group of wealthy families who formed the ‘nobility’. The Republic represented 
the government of the nobility, exercised through the body called the Senate. The Republic lasted 

from 509 BCE to 27 BCE, when it was overthrown by Octavian, the adopted son and heir of Julius 

Caesar. 

Q.5.How army was the important key institution of imperial rule in the Roman empire? 

Ans: The Roman had a paid professional army where soldiers had to put in a minimum of 25 years of 

service. The existence of paid army was a distinctive feature of the Roman empire. It was an 

organized body in the empire by the fourth century and had the power to determine the fate of 

emperors. The soldiers would trouble for better wages and service conditions. These agitations often 

took the form of revolt. 

 


