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Q. Difference between the rise of Nationalism in Europe and India. 

IN EUROPE 

Nationalism in Europe came to be associated with the formation of nation-states. It also meant a change in 

people’s understanding of who they were, and what defined their identity and sense of belonging.  
 New symbols and icons, new songs and ideas forged new links and redefined the boundaries of communities. 

IN INDIA 

In India and as in many other colonies, the growth of modern nationalism is intimately connected to the anti-

colonial movement.  

People began discovering their unity in the process of their struggle with colonialism.  

The sense of being oppressed under colonialism provided a shared bond that tied many different groups 

together. 

But each class and group felt the effects of colonialism differently, their experiences were varied, and their 

notions of freedom were not always the same.  

 

 

Q. How did the first world  war created a new economic and political situation in India ? 

 

 It led to a huge increase in defence expenditure which was financed by war loans and increasing 

taxes: customs duties were raised and income tax introduced.  

 Through the war years prices increased – doubling between 1913 and 1918 – leading to extreme 

hardship for the common people.  

 Villages were called upon to supply soldiers, and the forced recruitment in rural areas caused 

widespread anger.  

 Then in 1918-19 and 1920-21, crops failed in many parts of India, resulting in acute shortages of food.  

 This was accompanied by an influenza epidemic. According to the census of 1921, 12 to 13 million 

people perished as a result of famines and the epidemic. 

  

 

 

Q. What does Mahatma Gandhi’s  idea of Satyagraha emphasized ? 

 The idea of satyagraha emphasised the power of truth and the need to search for truth. It suggested 

that if the cause was true, if the struggle was against injustice, then physical force was not necessary 

to fight the oppressor.  

 Without seeking vengeance or being aggressive, a satyagrahi could win the battle through non-

violence. This could be done by appealing to the conscience of the oppressor.  

 People – including the oppressors – had to be persuaded to see the truth, instead of being forced to 

accept truth through the use of violence.  

 

 

Q. What are the three places where Mahatma Gandhi successfully organised satyagraha movements in 

India after coming back from South Africa ?  



1. In 1917 he travelled to Champaran in Bihar to inspire the peasants to struggle against the 
oppressive plantation system.  

2. Then in 1918, he organised a satyagraha to support the peasants of the Kheda district of 
Gujarat. Affected by crop failure and a plague epidemic, the peasants of Kheda could not pay 
the revenue, and were demanding that revenue collection be relaxed. 

3. In 1918, Mahatma Gandhi went to Ahmedabad to organise a satyagraha movement amongst 
cotton mill workers. 

 

 

MAP SKILLS TO BE PRACTISED AT HOME FOR T-II 

 

A. HISTORY (Outline Political Map of India) 

Chapter - 2 Nationalism in India – (1918 – 1930) for Locating and Labelling / 

Identification 

1. Indian National Congress Sessions: 

a. Calcutta (Sep. 1920) 

b. Nagpur (Dec. 1920) 

c. Madras (1927) 
2. Important Centres of Indian National Movement 

a. Champaran (Bihar) - Movement of Indigo Planters 

b. Kheda (Gujarat) - Peasant Satyagrah 

c. Ahmedabad (Gujarat) - Cotton Mill Workers Satyagraha 

d. Amritsar (Punjab) - Jallianwala Bagh Incident 

e. Chauri Chaura (U.P.) - Calling off the Non-Cooperation Movement 
Dandi (Gujarat) - Civil Disobedience Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


