
   Class Notes 
Class: VIII 

 

Topic: SACHIN TENDULKAR, THE MASTER BLASTER 

Subject: ENGLISH 

 

 

Reading Comprehension  
A. Answer these questions within 20 words each. 

1. Who did Sachin play cricket with when he was young? 

Answer. Must be self-composed. 

 

2. Name his favourite players. 

Answer. Must be self-composed. 

 

3. How many sets of cricket clothes did Sachin have? 

Answer. Must be self-composed. 

 

4. Where was the camp held? 

Answer. Must be self-composed. 

 

5. How long did it take for Sachin to travel to the camp? 

Answer. Must be self-composed. 

 
NOTE: THESE ANSWERS CAN BE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK ALSO. 

B. Answer these questions in 30- 40 words each. 

 

1. When did Sachin’s transition from playing with a tennis ball to playing 
with the cricket ball happen? 

Answer. Sachin’s transition from from playing with a tennis ball to playing 

with the cricket ball happened in Shivaji Park under the watchful eyes of 

Ramakant Achrekar, the cricket coach at Shardashram Vidyamandir school. 

 

2. Write a short note on Ramakant Archrekar. 

Answer. Ramakant Achrekar was the cricket coach at Shardashram Vidya 

mandir school. He started playing cricket at the age of eleven and played for 

a number of Mumbai clubs, including the Gul Mohar Mills and Mumbai Port, 

and played a first class match for the State Bank of India against Hyderabad 

in 1963. He was one of the most accomplished coaches in Mumbai when 

Sachin was growing up. 

 

 

 



3. Describe Sachin’s selection process at Ramakant Achrekar’s camp. 

Answer. Sachin was so nervous at the presence of Archrekar Sir that he could 

not prove his mettle at first. Archrekar Sir told Sachin’s brother Ajit that he 

could not take him as he was too young. However, Ajith convinced Sir to give 

him another chance and requested him to move away as his presence was 

making Sachin nervous. Sir complied as Sachin hit the ball well and was 

permitted to join the camp. 

 

4. What was Sachin’s day like once he was accepted in the summer camp? 

Answer. Sachin practised between 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. He went home 

for lunch and returned in the afternoon to continue his training till late 

evening. He had to travel 40 minutes to reach the camp. He had to catch an 

early morning bus to make it to the camp on time. The schedule was quite 

rigorous and he would be exhausted at the end of the day. 
 

C. Answer these questions in 80- 100 words each. 

 

1. Ajit was a great inspiration to his younger brother. Explain the statement 

with examples from the text. 

Answer.  Ajit was a great inspiration to Sachin. Knowing that Shardashram 

was the best organised in its approach to cricket, he took him to Achrekar 

Sir’s camp in Shivaji Park to be trained. When Sachin failed to impress Sir the 

first time, he requested him to give his brother a second chance and showed 

that Sachin was capable of playing well. For the first few days, he 

accompanied Sachin to the camp and got him used to the routine. During the 

bus journey, he would talk to Sachin about the nuances of batting, and 

Sachin not only enjoyed these sessions but also learnt a lot. Throughout his 

career, he has carefully retained the note containing some thoughts about 

batting that Ajit gave him. It served as a very personal coaching manual. 

 

2. At the age of eleven, Sachin Tendulkar sacrificed his summer holidays to 

practise cricket. Is it important to make sacrifices to achieve your goals? 

Give reasons for your answer. 

Answer. Yes, it is important to make sacrifices to achieve your goals. Unless 

you focus on your objectives, you cannot fulfil them. What you need to 

achieve your goals is single minded devotion and complete concentration. 

This can be done only when you give up a few things to devote all your time 

to attaining the goal you have set for yourself. Very often, people tend to get 

distracted by some temptations that come in anyway. Distraction can 

completely lead you astray and you waste precious time doing things which 

are unnecessary and make you unable to achieve your goal. You may have to 

sacrifice hours of sleep and rest, recreation and give up your comforts to 



achieve your goals, but all these sacrifices will be worth it, for you will 

ultimately be able to achieve what you want. 

 

D. Read these sentences carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

Answers will be discussed in the class & must be written in the book. 

Values and Life Skills  

 

In his Rajya Sabha speech on the importance of pursuing sports,  Sachin says, ‘ l know 
there is no glory in practice, but without practice there is no glory either.’ Again, in the 

excerpt that you just read, he notes how he would keep practicing his batting as well 

as bowling skills in the nets. 

 

1. Do you agree with Sachin's belief in practice to achieve glory? Why/ why not? 

Answer. How inspirational those words are! One cannot taste success until toiling 

self. 

Yes, I completely agree with Sachin's thoughts to reach glory we must sweat a lot. 

He who aspires always perspires. Success is not a gift of luck or fluke. It is a child of 

hard labour. In any enterprise we are to experience hurdles, doubts may crop up in 

our mind, obstacles may come on our way but the spirit of perseverance should be 

kept intact in us. Life is one of ceaseless toil. We are ever aspiring after true and 

lasting happiness. God in his wisdom decrees announced that we shall obtain 

nothing for which we do not strive. All progress is gradual and through struggle. So, 

we must keep practising until we reach the last destination called success. And to 

keep glory in success never stop yourself, keep practising. 

 

2. Think of a time when you had given up trying to do something because you 

thought you were not good at it. Did you stop to think if you had practised 

enough? 

Answer. Must be self-composed. 

 
CONTENT PREPARED ABSOLUTELY AT HOME. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


