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Unit-2: The End of Bipolarity 

Sub-Unit: ‘Arab Spring’ 

The 21st century witnessed emergence of new developments for democracies and 

democratization in West Asian countries, one such event is characterized as Arab Spring that 

began in 2009. Located in Tunisia, the Arab Spring took its roots where the struggle against 

corruption, unemployment and poverty was started by the public which turned into a political 

movement because the people considered the existing problems as outcome of autocratic 

dictatorship. The demand for democracy that started in Tunisia spread throughout the 

Muslim-dominated Arab countries in West Asia. Hosni Mubarak, who had been in power in 

Egypt since 1979, also collapsed as a result of the massive democratic protests. In addition, 

the influence of Arab Spring could also be seen in Yemen, Bahrain, Libya and Syria where 

similar protests by the people led to democratic awakening throughout the region. 

Unit-3: New Centres of Power 

Sub-Unit: ‘BRICS’ 
The term BRICS refers to Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa respectively. BRIC 

was founded in 2006 in Russia. BRIC turned into BRICS after the inclusion of South Africa 

in its first meeting in the year 2009. The key objectives of BRICS are primarily to cooperate 

and distribute mutual economic benefits among its members besides non-interference in the 

internal policies of each nation and mutual equality. The 11th conference of the BRICS 

concluded in Brazil in 2019, chaired by Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro. 

Sub-Unit: ‘Russia’ 
Russia has been the largest part of the former Soviet Union even before its disintegration. 

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union in late 1980s and early 1990s, Russia emerged as 

the strong successor of USSR [Union of Soviet Socialist Republics]. Russia's GDP is 



currently 11th in the world. Russia has reserves of minerals, natural resources and gases that 

make it a powerful country in the global world. In addition, Russia is a nuclear state with a 

huge stock of sophisticated weapons. Russia is also a permanent member of the UN Security 

Council, called P-5. 

Sub-Unit: ‘India’ 
The 21st century India is being seen as an important emerging global power. The world is 

experiencing the power and rise of India in a multidimensional way. The economic, cultural, 

strategic position of the country with a population of 130 crores is very strong. From an 

economic perspective, targeting the goal of a $5 trillion economy, a competitive huge market, 

an ancient inclusive culture with 200 million people of Indian Diaspora spreading across the 

globe impart distinct meaning and salience to India as a new centre of power in the 21st 

century. From a strategic perspective, the military of India is self-sufficient with indigenous 

nuclear technology making it another nuclear power. ‘Make in India’ scheme in technology 

and science is another milestone of Indian economy. All these changes are making India an 

important centre of power in the present world. 

Sub-Unit: ‘Israel’ 
Shown on the world map with a pointer, Israel has emerged as one of the most powerful 

nations in the 21st century world in terms of science and technology, defence, intelligence 

besides economy. Situated in the middle of the burning politics of West Asian countries, 

Israel has reached to the new heights of global political standing by virtue of its indomitable 

defence prowess, technological innovations, industrialization and agricultural development. 

Sustaining against adversity is the principle with which a small Jewish-Zionist nation, i.e., 

Israel is placed in the contemporary global politics in general and the Arab-dominated West 

Asian politics in particular 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


