
   Class Notes 
Class: IX 

 

Topic: Constitutional design                   

Subject: Democratic politics 

 

1. Q). What is constitution? Why do we need constitution? (1+4=5) 

 

The Constitution of a country is set of written rules that are accepted by all people living together in a country.  

Constitution is the supreme law that determines the relationship among people Living in a territory and also 

the relationship between the people and government. 

 

A constitution does many things 

a. it generates a degree of trust and coordination that is necessary for different kind of people to Live together. 

b. it specifies how the government will be constituted, who will have power to take which decisions. 

c. it lays down limits on the powers of the government and tells us what the rights of the citizens are; 

d. it expresses the aspirations of the people about creating a good society. 

 

 

2. Q) Explain five factors which contributed to the making of our Constitution. (5) 

 

The making of the constitution for a huge and diverse country like India was not an easy affair   

a. At that time the people of India were emerging from the status of subjects to that of citizens. 

b. The country was born through a partition on the basis of religious differences. 

c. At least ten lakh people were killed on the both sides of the border in partition related violence.             

d. The British had left it rulers of the princely states to decide whether they wanted to merge with 

India or with Pakistan or remain independent. The merger of these princely states was a difficult and 

Uncertain task. 

e. When the constitution was being written the future of the country did not look as secure as it does today. 

 

 

3. Q) Why should we accept a Constitution made by this Assembly more than a seventy years ago? 

(5) 

Ans: a. The Constitution expresses a consensus of its time.  No large social group or political party   Has ever 

questioned the legitimacy of the Constitution itself.  

  b. The Constitution Assembly represented the people of India. There was no universal adult    Franchise at that 

time.  

 c. The Assembly dominated by the Indian National Congress, but the Congress itself included a variety of 

political groups and opinions. 

d. The Assembly represented members from language groups, castes, classes, religions, Occupations. 

Occupations. 

e. Finally the manner in which the Constituent Assembly worked gives sanctity to the Constitution. 

 

The Constituent Assembly worked in a systematic, open and consensual manner. 

 

 

Q4). “The Constituent Assembly worked in a systematic, open and consensual manner.” 

In connection to the above statement explain working procedure of the Constituent Assembly. (5) 

 

a. First some basic principles were decided and agreed upon. Then a Drafting Committee chaired by Dr. B. R 

Ambedkar prepared a Constitution for discussion. 

 



b. Several round of through discussion took place on the draft of the Constitution. 

c. The members deliberated for 114 days spread over three years. 

d. Every document presented, every word spoken in the Constituent Assembly has been recorded and 

preserved. These are called ‘Constituent Assembly Debates’.  
e. When printed, these debates are 12 bulky volumes! These debates provide the rationale behind every 

provision of the Constitution. 

 

  

Q6) “The preamble to the Indian Constitution provides a philosophy and values of constitution” 

In context of the above quote explain values you derive from it. (5) 

 

Ans) I) Sovereign- people have supreme right to make decisions on internal as well as external matters. 

No external power can dictate the government of India. 

II) Socialist- Wealth is generated socially and should be shared equally by society. Government should regulate 

the ownership of land and industry to reduce socio-economic inequalities. 

III) Secular- Citizens have complete freedom to follow any religion but there is no official religion. 

Government treats all religious beliefs and practices with equal respect. 

IV) Equality- All is equal before law. The government should ensure equal opportunity to all. 

V) Republic- The head of the state is an elected person and not a hereditary position. 

 

 

Q7) “The system of apartheid followed in South Africa was unjust and racist”- justify the statement  

with arguments. 

 

Ans) Apartheid was the name of a system of racial discrimination unique to South Africa. 

i) They were forbidden from living in white areas. They could work in white areas only if they had a permit. 

ii) Trains, buses, taxis, hotels, hospitals, schools and colleges, libraries, cinema halls, theatres, beaches, 

swimming pools, public toilets, were all separate for the whites and blacks. 

iii) Blacks could not form associations or protest against the terrible treatment. 

 

 

Q 8) How the white minority and black majority agreed to draw up a common Constitution for South 

Africa? Explain (5)  

 

Ans) After the emergence of the new democratic South Africa, black leaders appealed to fellow blacks to forgive 

the whites for the atrocities they had committed while in power. 

i) They said let us build a new South Africa based on equality of all races and men and women, on democratic 

values, social justice and human rights. 

ii) The party that ruled through oppression and brutal killings and the party that led the freedom struggle sat 

together to draw up a common constitution. 

iii) After two years of discussion and debate they came out with one of the finest constitutions the world has 

ever had. This constitution gave to its citizens the most extensive rights available in any country. 

iv) They decided that in the search for a solution to the problems, nobody should be excluded; no one should 

be treated as a demon.  

v) They agreed that everybody should become part of the solution, whatever they might have done or 

represented in the past. 

 

 

 


