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Q 1.  Explain the land use pattern in India and why has the land under forest not
increased much since 1960-61?

Answer: Forest area in the country is far lower than the desired 33 per cent of geogra-
phical area, as it was outlined in the National Forest Policy (1952).

It was considered essential for the maintenance of the ecological balance.
A part of the land is termed as wasteland and land put to other non-agricultural uses.
Wasteland includes rocky, arid and desert areas and land put to other non-agricultur-
al uses includes settlements, roads, railways, industries etc.
Continuous use of land over a long period of time without taking appropriate mea-
sures to conserve and manage has resulted in low forest cover.

Q 2. How has technical and economic development led to more consumption of
resources?
Ans )

Higher level of technological development needs more and more resources for pro-
duction activities.
As Gandhiji said the exploitative nature of modem technology is the root cause of re-
source depletion at the global level.
It was primarily the higher level of technological development of the colonising coun-
tries that helped them to exploit resources of other regions and establish their supre-
macy over the colonies.
Thus resources can contribute to development only when they are accompanied by
appropriate technological development and institutional changes.
India has experienced all this in different phases of colonisation.

Thus, it is true that technical and economic development leads to more consumption
of resources.

EXTRA QUESTIONS

Q 3. What is soil erosion? Explain the major types of soil erosion?

Ans. a. Soil Erosion: Soil erosion is the removal of soil by the forces of nature like wind
and water is called soil erosion. This can also be described as denudation of soil cover
and subsequent washing down.



Following are its two types:
b. Wind Erosion: Wind blows loose soil off flat or slopping land. This is known as wind
erosion.
c. Water Erosion: When running water is responsible for the removal of the top most lay-
er of the earth that is known as water erosion.

Q 4. What is regur soil ? Write its two features. Mention any two regions where re-
gur soil is found.

Ans. Black soil is also known as Regur soil.

Features Black Soil are:
1) made up extremely fine
2) have good capacity to hold moisture.
3) develop deep cracks during hot weather.
4) rich in calcium carbonate, potash and lime Regions
Two regions where regur soil is found.
1) Maharashtra   Malva Plateau
2) Gujarat  and Western Madhya Pradesh.

Q 5. What are the steps to check soil erosion?

Ans) The following steps can be taken to prevent soil erosion:

Terrace Farming - On hilly slopes, terraces act as bunds and prevent the soil from
being washed away by running water. Terrace farming is practiced with successful re-
sults in Japan, South-East Asia and the USA.
Shelter Belts - Peasants plant trees in several rows to reduce wind erosion. They are
called �wind breaks�.
Contour Ploughing - Ploughing along contours on a slope prevents soil being washed
away by rains or by surface run off. Contours act like bunds. Terraces are leveled into
step-like small fields with even slopes. Contour ploughing is common in countries like
Japan, China and some of the South-East Asian countries.
Strip Cropping - In this system, crops are grown in alternate strips of land in order to
check the effect of the winds.
Construction of Dams - Rivers are known to cause soil erosion. Dams are built in the
upper course of the rivers in order to control the erosion of soil.

DO IT YOURSELF

In an outline map of India, mark the different types of soils and paste it in your note

book.
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