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Notes: 

Bengal and the Zamindars: 

• Colonial rule was first established in Bengal. In Bengal, East India Company tried to reorder the 

rural society and establish new land rights and new revenue system. 

• There was an auction held at Burdwan (present day Bardhaman) in 1797, which was popularly 

known as Grand Public Event. 

• Company fixed the revenue and each zamindar was supposed to pay. This fixing of revenue was 

done under the Permanent Settlement and it become operational from year 1793. 

• The Zamindars who failed to pay the revenue, their estate was auctioned to recover the 

revenue. But sometimes it was found that the purchasers at auction were servants and agents 

of the zamindars himself, e.g. auction in Burdwan. 

The Problem of Unpaid Revenue: 

• The British officials felt that agriculture, trade and the revenue resources of the state could be 

developed by encouraging investment in agriculture. This could be done by securing rights of 

property and permanently fixing the rates of revenue demand. 

• Company felt that when revenue will be fixed, it will provide opportunity to individual to invest 

in agriculture as a means of making profit and company will also be assured of regular flow of 

revenue. 

• After a prolonged debate amongst company officials, the permanent settlement was made with 

the rajas and taluqdars of Bengal. 

• Zamindars had several, sometimes even 400 villages under them. 

• Zamindars collected rent from the different villages, paid the revenue to the company, and 

retained the difference as his income. 

Reasons for Non-Payment by Zamindars: 

• A number of reasons were responsible for non-repayment of revenue by zamindars which 

include that revenue demands were kept very high. It was imposed at a time when a price of 

agricultural produce was very low, so peasants found it difficult to pay. 

• Zamindars were also treated by strict laws i.e. the Sunset Law’, which was completely regardless 

of the harvest. According to this law, zamindars had to pay revenue by sunset of the specified 

date, otherwise zamindari was liable to be auctioned. 



• Besides these, permanent settlement and company reduced the power of Zamindars. 

Sometimes ryots and village headman-jotedar deliberately delayed the payments. 

Limitations Imposed on Zamindars by the Company: 

• Zamindars were important for the company but it also wanted to control and regulate them, 

subdue their authority and restrict their autonomy. 

• Thus, the zamindars’ troops were disbanded, customs duties abolished and their ‘cutcheries’ 

(courts) brought under the supervision of a collector appointed by the company. 

• Zamindars lost their power to organise local justice and local police. 

• Over time zamindars were severely restricted and their powers were seized. 

The Rise of The Jotedars in Villages: 

• The groups of prosperous farmers were popularly known as jotedars. Jotedars were a class of 

rich peasants. 

• They acquired vast areas of land, controlled trade, money lending and exercise immense- power 

over the poorer cultivators. Their land was cultivated through share cropper known as adhiyars 

or bargadars. 

• Within village the power of jotedars was more effective than that of Zamindars. They fiercely 

resisted the efforts of Jama to increase the Jama of village and prevented zamindari official from 

executing their duties. 

• Sometimes they also purchased the auctioned property of zamindar. Jotedar played an 

important role in weakening of zamindari system. 

The Resistance of the Zamindars: 

• To prevent the weakening of their authority, zamindar took series of steps-like fictitious sale or 

transferring of property to female- member of family, manipulated the auctions, withholding 

revenue deliberately, threatening or intimidating the people outside their zamindari, if they try 

to bought an estate. 

The Fifth Report and its Impact on Zamindars: 

• It was the fifth of a series of report on administration and activities of East India Company in 

India. It was submitted to the British Parliament in 1813. 

• British Parliament forced the company to produce regular report on the administration of India 

and appointed committees to enquire into the affairs of the company. It became the basis of 

intense parliamentary debates on the nature of East India Company’s rule in India. 

• Fifth report has shaped our conception of what happened in rural Bengal during that period and 

evidence contained in the 5th report are very important. 



The Accounts of Buchanan: 

• Francis Buchanan undertook detailed surveys of the areas under the jurisdiction of the British 

East India Company. 

• Buchanan journey was sponsored by the company and it was planned according to its need. He 

had specific instruction about what he had to look for and what he had to record. 

• Buchanan observed the stones, rocks, different layers of soil, minerals, and stones that were 

commercially valuable. 

• Buchanan wrote about landscape and how these landscapes could be transformed and made 

productive. 

• His assessments were shaped by commercial interest of the company and modern western 

notions of what constituted progress. He was critical of lifestyle of forest dwellers. 

Pastoral Areas of Bengal: 

• With gradual passage of time, settled cultivation expanded and reached to the area of shifting 

cultivation, swallowing up pasture and forest in the Rajmahal hills. Shifting cultivation was done 

with the help of hoe, while settled cultivation was done through plough. 

In the Hills of Rajmahal: 

• Francis Buchanan, a physician travelled through Rajmahal hills and he gave an account about it. 

• Originally in the Rajmahal hills Paharias lived. They lived on hunting, shifting cultivation, food 

gathering and was intimately connected to forest. 

• In last decade of 18th century British encouraged forest clearance and zamindar and jotedar 

also started to turn uncultivated land into rice fields. As settled agriculture expanded, the area 

under forest and pasture contracted. This sharpened the conflict between Paharias and settled 

cultivators. 

• Around 1780, Santhal came into these areas. They cleared the forest and ploughed land. 

• As the lower hills were taken over by the Santhal Settlers, the Paharias receded interior into the 

Rajmahal hills. 

The Santhals became Settlers: 

• Zamindars and Britishers after having failed to subdue the Paharias and transform them into 

settled cultivators turned to Santhals. The Santhal appeared to be ideal settlers, cleared the 

forest and ploughed land. 

• After land was granted, population of Santhals increased exponentially and their villages also 

increased in number. 

• When the Santhal were settling, the Paharias resisted but were ultimately forced to withdraw 



deeper into hills. It impoverished the Paharias in the long term. 

• Santhals now lived a settled life, cultivated a range of commercial crops for market and dealt 

with traders, ‘moneylenders. But state was taxing them heavily, moneylenders (dikus) were 

charging high interest rate and taking over their land when debts remained unpaid and 

zamindars were asserting control over their land. Later due to problems, Santhal revolted in 

year 1855-1856, and to pacify them, Britishers carved out new areas for the Santhals and 

imposed some special laws within it. 

Very short Answer type Questions: 

Q.1. Why did Deccan riots commission formed? 

Ans. Government of Bombay set up commission of enquiry to investigate causes of Deccan riots. 

 

Q.2. When did limitation law passed by British? 

Ans. 1859. 

 

Q.3. Who were the Paharias? 

Ans. Paharias were hill folk. 

 

Q.4. Who were the Jotedars? 

Ans. Jotedars were located in village and exercise direct control over a considerable section of poor 

villagers. 

 

Q.5. What was the British policy towards Paharias? 

Ans. In 1770 the British embarked upon a brutal policy of extermination hunting Paharias down and 

killing them. 

 

Q.6. What were Paharias livelihood? 

Ans. Subsisting on forest produce and practicing shifting cultivation. 

 

Q.7. Why did Zamindars defaulted at payment? 

Ans. The initial demand was very high. This was because it failed. 

 

Q.8 Why were many Zamindaris auctioned after the Permanent Settlement? 

Ans. Agricultural products prices were very low. The East India Company had fixed high amount of 

revenue. 

 

Q.9 What steps were taken by East India Company to control the Zamindars? 

Ans. (1) The troops of Zamindars were disbanded; 

(2) The courts were brought under the control of British collectors. 

 

Q.10. How did Jotedars resist Zamindars? 

Ans. (1) They prevented Zamindars from performing their duties; 

(2) They mobilized riots against Zamindars. 

 

Q.11 When and who introduced permanent settlement? 

Ans. In 1793, Lord Cornwallis introduced permanent settlement. 

 

Q.12 what were the demerits of Ryotwari system? 



Ans. The land revenue was very high. To pay land revenue was compulsory. 

 

Q.13 what was fifth report? 

Ans. The fifth report was submitted to the British Parliament in 1813 about administrative activities 

of the East India Company. 

 


