
   Class Notes 

Class:  XI CONSTITUTION AS A LIVING DOCUMENT 

Subject: POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS: 
Question 1. 
Choose the correct statement from the following. 
A constitution needs to be amended from time to time because, 
1. Circumstances change and require suitable changes in the constitution. 
2. A document written at one point of time becomes outdated after some time. 
3. Every generation should have a constitution of its own liking. 
4. It must reflect the philosophy of the existing government. 
Answer: 
Because circumstances change and require suitable changes in the constitution. 
 
Question 2. 
Write True / False against the following statements. 
(a) The President cannot send back an amendment bill for reconsideration of the Parliament. 
(b) Elected representatives alone have the power to amend the Constitution. 
(c) The Judiciary cannot initiate the process of constitutional amendment but can effectively change 
the Constitution by interpreting it differently. 
(d) The Parliament can amend any section of the Constitution. 
Answer: 
(a) True 
(b) True 
(c) True 
(d) False 
 
Question 3. 
Which of the following are involved in the amendment of the Indian Constitution? In what way are 
they involved? 
(a) Voters 
(b) President of India 
(c) State Legislatures 
(d) Parliament 
(e) Governors 
(f) Judiciary 
Answer: 
(a) Voters are not involved in the amendment of the constitution. 
(b) President of India is involved in the amendment of constitution. An amendment bill after 
ratification by two houses of parliament goes to the president for his approval, he has no power to 
send this amendment bill back for reconsideration. 
(c) State Legislatures are involved for some articles of constitution related to distribution of powers 
between the centre and states and articles related to representation, is necessary to be consulted 
with states. In some of the amendments, half of the states have to ratify the particular amendment 
bill. 
(d) Parliament involves in the amendment because some bills/article are amended by simple majority. 
Some by special majority in both the houses of parliament separately and later, these are ratified by at 
least half of the states also. 



(e) Governors have no role in the amendment of constitution of India except those articles only which 
are ratified by half of the states. Because, governor also signs on the bills passed by state legislatures. 
(f) Judiciary involves to specify the basic structure or to take care that in any case, constitution’s basic 
structure should not be changed, only amendments are required. 
Question 4. 
Identify the correct statements about the theory of basic structure. Correct the incorrect statements. 
(a) Constitution specifies the basic tenets. 
(b) Legislature can amend all parts of the Constitution except the basic structure. 
(c) Judiciary has defined which aspects of the Constitution can be termed as the basic structure and 
which cannot. 
(d) This theory found its first expression in the Kesavananda Bharati case and has been discussed in 
subsequent judgments. 
(e) This theory has increased the powers of the judiciary and has come to be accepted by different 
political parties and the government. 
Answer: 
(a) It is an incorrect statement because constitution does not specify basic tenets, the basic structure 
has been evolved by the supreme court. 
(b) It is a correct statement. 
(c) It is correct because the basic theory is the invention of judiciary. 
(d) It is a correct statement. 
(e) It is a correct statement. 
 
Question 5. 
From the information that many amendments were made during 2000-2003, which of the following 
conclusions would you draw? 
(a) Judiciary did not interfere in the amendments made during this period 
(b) One political party had a strong majority during this period. 
(c) There was strong pressure from the pubic in favour of certain amendments. 
(d) There were no real differences among the parties during this time. 
(e) The amendments were of a non-controversial nature and parties had an agreement on the subject 
of amendments. 
Answer:  
(c) and (e) 

 
Question 6 
What was the decision in the Keshwa Nand Bharti case 1973? 
Answer: 
In the Keshwa Nand Bharti case 1973 Supreme Court ruled that Parliament can amend any part of the 
constitution, including Fundamental Rights but cannot change the basic structure of the Constitution. 
 
Question 7 

Differentiate between a flexible and rigid Constitution. What is the nature of the Indian constitution? 

Answer: 

The flexible Constitution is one that can be amended easily i.e; by a simple method and the rigid constitution 
is one which is difficult to be amended ie; for which amendment a long and difficult procedure is adopted. 
Indian constitution is both flexible as well as rigid because some of the articles of the Constitution can be 
amended by a simple majority while other parts of the Constitution need a special majority and ratification by 
the 50% State Assembly. 

Question 8: 



Indian Constitution is both flexible as well as rigid. Explain. 

Answer: 

The makers of the Indian constitution were aware of both the needs of the Constitution ie flexibility as well as 
rigidity. Therefore, they struck a balance.  

 They made the Constitution above law and expected that the future generation will respect this 
document.  

 At the same time, they were aware that in the future this document will require modifications 
because circumstances are bound to change according to the needs of the time.  

 Due to differences of Opinion also, change would become necessary. 
 It is because of this they made it flexible and to save the Constitution from the atrocity of the ruling 

party they made it rigid. 

Question 9: 

Write some important features of a constitutional amendment in India. 

Answer: 

Followings can be given as important features of a constitutional amendment: 

 We have adopted the process of constitutional amendment from South Africa. 
 The procedure is given in Art 368 of the Constitution. 
 States have a limited role in the matter of constitutional amendment as the process of the 

amendment cannot be initiated in the state assemblies. 
 There cannot be a joint session of Parliament to resolve the difference, between Lok Sabha and Rajya 

Sabha. 
 President cannot send back a constitutional amendment bill after reconsideration which is passed by 

the Parliament. 
 Three methods are used separately to amend three different categories of the Constitution. 

Question 10 

 What is the procedure of constitutional amendment as given in Art 368? 

Answer: 

The procedure of constitutional amendment is given in Art 368 of the Indian Constitution.  There are two 
methods of amending the constitution and they apply two different sets of articles of the constitution. 

 One method is that when some articles of the Constitution are amended by a simple majority of the 
Parliament for example-  

 changing the boundaries of the state 
 creation of new states 
 and increasing the pay and allowances of the members of parliament. 

 

The other method of amendment which is mentioned in Article 368 is related to those articles of the 



constitution in which a special majority is required. Special majority means 

 Majority of the total membership of the house. 
 2/3 majority of the present and voting of the members on that particular bill. 

But some articles which are related to the distribution of power in states need special majority and ratification 
by at least 50% of state legislature.  

Question 11 

When is the ratification of a constitutional amendment required? 

Answer: 

For the amendment of some articles, only a special majority is not sufficient. When the amendment aims to 
modify an article related to the distribution of power between the states and the central government or 
articles related to representation. The states must be consulted, and they give their consent. The Constitution 
has ensured this by providing that legislature of half the states have to pass the amendment bill before the 
amendment comes into effect 

Question 12 

Describe the significance of the Basic Structure Theory Case. 

Answer: 

Keshva Nand Bharti case 1973 is popularly known as Basic Structure Theory Case in which it was ruled by 
Judiciary that Parliament can amend any part of the Constitution including Fundamental Rights of the 
Constitution but cannot amend the Basic structure of the Constitution. The followings are the main 
significance of this case. 

 

It has set specific limits to the Parliaments’ power to amend the Constitution. It means that no amendment 
can violate the basic structure of the Constitution. 

It allows the Parliament to amend any and all parts of the Constitution (within this limit) 

It places the judiciary as the final authority in deciding if any amendment has violated the basic structure and 
what constitutes the basic structure. 

The theory of basic structure has emerged with the interpretation of the Constitution. 

Question 13 
Explain the meaning, need of the amendment of the Constitution. Reflect the conflict between 
Judiciary and Parliament. 
Answer: 
The Constitution is a living and dynamic document hence needs an addition, change or modification as 
per the demand of the situation which keeps on changing from time to time. When these 
modifications are done in the Constitution, it is called an amendment. 
 
The constitution needs to be amended because 

 it is dynamic and not a closed and static rule book.  



 The constitution needs to reflect the efforts to tackle the problems that the society was facing 
at the time of the making the constitution and in the time to come also. 

 The Constitution is not a frozen document. It is a document made by human beings and for 
human beings therefore it needs amendments. ‘ 

 
 The first amendment of the Constitution was done in 1951 itself when the land reform laws 

were challenged in the court. 
 The conflict between the judiciary and the Parliament became open in 1967 when the 

judiciary ruled that Parliament cannot amend the Fundamental Rights in the Golak Nath case 
in 1967. 

 To overcome the ruling in this case, Parliament passed 38th and 39th constitutional 
amendments in 1971, and again there amendments were challenged in the court in Keshwa 
Nand Bharti case. In the face of the power of Judicial review and PIL (Public Interest litigation) 
the conflict between the Parliament and Judiciary has become more bitter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


