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Topic: A brief history of Kathak dance . 

Subject: Dance(Kathak) 

 

Kathak is a classical dance form that originated in Northern India. It is usually accompanied by Hindustani 

Classical music , though many different types of Kathak compositions have been created with music from  

around the world . This makes Kathak dance unique blend of ancient with modern , and offers an unlimited 

Scope for creativity . It is a creative outlet that’s lets you experience the richness of traditions that are   

Centuries old while blending them with modern tastes and sensibilities  . 

 

ORIGIN: The name ‘Kathak’ is derived from the Sanskrit word “Katha” which means story and “Kathakar” 

Which means story teller .The name “Kathakaars” was later shortened to “Kathaks” to describe these  

Storytellers and this form of story- telling . References to “Kathaks” have been found in ancient scriptures  

Dating as far back as the 4th century BC and also in various texts and scriptures throughout the course of  

History.  

 

ANCIENT ERA : As the name implies , this dance form originated in the temples of ancient North India 

where the priests would recite and emote out mythological stories and accompany them with hand gestures 

And facial expressions . This form of story telling was adopted by story-tellers in temples, streets, and various  

Gatherings and evolved into an early version of the dance form that was passed on from generation to  

Generation. 

 

BHAKTI ERA : The Bhakti Movement during the medieval age brought new influences of devotion and  

Love to Kathak. Dances to stories of Radha-Krishna and other Hindu gods were incorporated into the  

Dance. Bhakti style of music by saints and teachers of that era also infused into Kathak .  

 

MUGHAL ERA : In the Mughal Era , Kathak experienced a metamorphism and was brought to the courts  

of the Mughal kings . The Persian influence added intricate footwork , spectacular spins and exquisite  



Expressions that are the major characteristics of the dance form as we know it today. The music and musical 

Instruments used to accompany the dancers were also influenced by the Persian music and culture. 

 

BRITISH ERA : Different Gharanas or schools of Kathak were formed in the later part of the Mughal Era 

and continue till modern times . The most popular ones are the Lucknow Gharana . Each having their own  

Distinguishing style. The Lucknow Gharana was formed by the descendants of Bindadin Maharaj who was  

Brought to the Mughal court by Wajid Ali Shah , Nawab of Awadh in the early 19th century . This Gharana  

Characterized by grace or nazakat , emoting or abhinaya and elegance and intricacies of movement and  

Footwork . Pt. Birju Maharaj is the 17th generation of this illustrious gharana. The Jaipur Gharana was formed   

By dancers brought to Rajput courts in Rajasthan . This Gharana sees as increased used of the Pakhawaj  

“parans” that use pakhawaj bols and overall more emphasis on “NRITTA”or the technical aspect of Kathak. 

 

MODERN ERA : The post- independence era in India brought a lot of respect and recognition to Katahk. 

The Indian Government  promoted and facilitated various classical dance forms and provided support and 

Opportunities for many classical dancers to practice and propagate their art and many reputed Kathak  

Schools were established throughout India as well as among non-resident Indian communities throughout   

The world . Each Kathak dancer has lent their own style , identity and never dimensions to this art form. 

They have experienced with music, themes , costumes , presentation styles and formats to make Kathak a  

Truly international art and artistic confluence of modernity and tradition. 
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