
   Class Notes 
Class: IX 

 

Topic: What is Democracy? Why Democracy? 

 

Subject: Democratic politics 

 

1. Q). How did Musharraf establish his rule in Pakistan? (5) 

 

Ans. I) In Pakistan General Pervez Musharraf led a military coup in October 1999. He declared Himself “The 
Chief Executive of the Country” 

 

 II) Later he changed his designation to President and in 2002 held a referendum in the country that granted 

him a five years extension. 

 

III) Pakistani media, human rights organization and democratic activists said that the referendum was based on 

malpractices and fraud. 

 

IV) In august 2002 he issued a ‘Legal framework order’ that amended the Constitution of Pakistan. According to 
this order the President can dismiss the national and provincial Assemblies. 

 

v) The work by a National Security Council which is dominated by military officers. After passing                     this 

law election were held to the national and Provisional Assemblies. 

 

 

2. Q). Why Pakistan under General Musharraf should not be called a democracy? (3) 

 

Ans)  I) People may have elected their representatives to the national and provincial Assemblies but those 

elected representatives are not really the rulers. 

 

II) They cannot take final decisions. 

 

III) The power to take final decision rest with army officials, General Musharraf and none of                            them 

elected by the people. 

 

 

3. Q) What are the steps taken by PRI to win elections? (5) 

 

Ans) I) Till 2000 every election was won by a party called PRI. The PRI was known to use many dirty tricks to win 

elections. 

 

II) Government officers had to attend its party meetings. 

 

III) Teachers of government schools used to force parents to vote for PRI. 

 

IV) Media largely ignored the activities of opposition political parties except to criticize them. 

 

v) The PRI spent a large sum of money in the campaign for its candidates. 

 

 

Q4). Why is Fiji, Estonia, Saudi Arabia not truly democratic countries? State reasons. (3)  

 

Ans:  i) In Saudi Arabia women do not have the right to vote. 



 

II) Estonia has made its citizenship rules in such a way that people belonging to Russian Minority find it difficult 

to get the right to vote. 

 

III) In Fiji the electoral system is such that the vote of an indigenous Fiji has more value than that of an Indian-

Fijian. 

 

  

Q6) Why Zimbabwe under the rule of Mugabe cannot be called a democratic country? (5) 

 

Ans) Zimbabwe attained independence from white minority rule in 1980. Since then the country has been ruled 

by ZANU-PF. President Mugabe uses unfair practices in elections. 

 

I) Over the years his government has changed the Constitution several times to increase the Powers of the 

President and make him less accountable. 

 

II) Opposition party workers are harassed and their meeting disrupted. 

 

III) Public protests and demonstrations against the government are declared illegal. 

 

IV) There is a law that limits the right to criticise the President. 

 

V) Television and radio are controlled by the government and give only the ruling party’s version. 

 

 

Q7) Even democracy has a fair share of demerits. Point out five such demerits. (5) 

 

Ans) I) Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to instability. 

 

II) Democracy is all about political competition and power play. There is no scope for morality. 

 

III) So many people have to be consulted in a democracy that it leads to delays. 

 

IV) Elected leaders do not know the best interests of the people it leads to bad decisions. 

 

V) Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on electoral competition. 

 

VII) Ordinary people don’t know what is good for them, they should not decide anything. 

 

 

 


