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Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

Q 1. Where is Mesopotamia? 

ANS: Mesopotamia is in the republic of Iraq. It is situated between two world-famous rivers; 

Euphrates and Tigris. The ancient Mesopotamian civilization also flourished in this region. 

Q.2. For which reason the Mesopotamian river is well known? 

ANS: It is well known for its development of city life, rich literature, and mathematics. 

Q.3.When and where did archaeological work begin in Mesopotamia first of all? 

ANS: First of all, archaeological work began in Mesopotamia in 1840 at the given sites. 

• Uruk 

• Mari 

Q.4. What is the meaning of the word ‘Mesopotamia’? 

ANS: The word ‘Mesopotamia’ is derived from two Greek words ‘Mesos’ and ‘Potamos’. The word 

‘Mesos’ means the middle and ‘Potamas’ means river. Hence, the land lying or situated between two 

rivers (Tigris and Euphrates) is called Mesopotamia. 

Q. 5. What does the Bible depict about floods? 

ANS: According to the Holy book of Christian, i.e. the Bible, the flood was meant to destroy all forms 

of life on the earth. However, God chose a human being Noah to ensure that life must go on after 

the flood. 

 

Q. 6. Where was city life developed first of all in the world? Name the cities also. 

ANS: The city life developed or came into being first of all in the world in Mesopotamia. These 

earliest developed cities were: 

• Ur 

• Uruk 

• Kish. 

Q. 7. Which type of cities came into prominence in Mesopotamian civilization? 

ANS: These types of cities came into prominence in Mesopotamian civilization. These were: 

• Religious Town 

• Trading Town 

• Imperial Town 

Q. 8. Which were the major crops produced during Roman civilization? 



ANS: The major crops grown during the Roman civilization were wheat, peas, lintel and barley. 

Q. 9. What were the reasons behind the development or growth of urbanization in Mesopotamia? 

ANS: The reasons behind the growth of urbanization in Mesopotamia were the following; 

• Growth of agriculture 

• Flourishing trade 

• Use of seals 

• The military strength of the ruler who made labor compulsory to all. 

Q.10. When did ancient town begin to flourish in Mesopotamia? 

ANS: The ancient town flourished in Mesopotamia dated back to bronze age, i.e. c. 3000 BCE. 

Q 11.. What is the meaning of Cuneiform? 

ANS: The word ‘Cuneiform’ is derived from two Latin words. These words are ‘Cuneus’ meaning 

‘wedge’ and ‘forma’ meaning ‘Shape’. Thus, the wedge shaped symbols which represent the syllable 

and sound of a word is called cuneiform. 

Short Answer Type Questions 

Q.1. Why Mesopotamia is considered important by Europeans? Give reasons.  

ANS: Europeans considered Mesopotamian important on account of the following reasons: 

• In Old Testament, there are references about it, which refer to ‘Shimar’, meaning the Sumer 

(the land of brick-built cities). It clearly refers to Mesopotamia, because early planned cities 

existed there. 

• European scholars and travelers referred to Mesopotamia as their ancestral land. 

• Archaeological discoveries also depict that Europeans had a keen interest in this region. 

Q.2. Give some facts to show geographical diversities that existed in Iraq. 

ANS: Geographical diversity existed in Iraq. Some of these arguments that support it are the 

following: 

• North-east region is lush green region. It is also covered with mountain ranges with clear 

streams. 

• There is plentiful rainfall in the region which is sufficient for growing crops. 

• In Northern region there is a vast track of upland, called steppe. In this region, animal herders 

reside who provides better livelihood than agriculture. 

• In the east, River Tigris and its tributaries flows which provides routes of communication into 

the mountain region of Iran. 

Q.3. Which factors suggest that Ur was an unplanned city? 

ANS: Ur was an unplanned city because excavation here reveals that people used to throw domestic 

garbage in the street. As a result of this, the level of the streets began to increase. Holders had to 

raise the level of their house for proper arrangement of light inside their rooms. It was made 

possible through doors, rather than windows. Several superstitious beliefs were also prevalent 

among Ur people regarding their houses under consideration. For example, they raised threshold of 

a house that brought prosperity. They believed that the first door that did not open towards another 

house was good and praiseworthy. In case, the door opened outward, it is believed that their 



strained relations between the husband and the wife residing in it. 

Q.4.Discuss the features of town planning of early urban society. 

Or 

Discuss the essential values of Mesopotamian’s town planning. 

ANS: Features of town planning of early urban societies: 

• The Mesopotamian cities were designed according to a definite plan. Hammurabi had issued a 

special order to construct cities according to a definite plan. 

• Special attention was paid towards the strength of the building. 

• Baked bricks were used for constructing buildings. 

• Any violation regarding the construction rules were dealt with severely. 

• Most of the buildings, i.e. the houses were of single story. There used to be an open courtyard 

in these houses. Along with this courtyard rooms were constructed. 

• Some people also built basement in their houses to beat heat. 

• There was also well adequate provision for roads in towns. 

 

 

Q.5. Why do we say that it was not natural fertility and high levels of food productions that were the 

causes of early urbanization? 

ANS: The development of Mesopotamia from a prosperous village to a city proves that natural 

fertility and high levels of food production were not the only factors responsible for urbanization. 

There were other factors as well that caused urbanization, two of which have been explained below. 

1) Growing demands: Besides food, a growing population needs several other goods and 

commodities (such as weapons, agricultural tools and, potteries.) to fulfill their needs. For this, 

an agrarian village had to either produce these goods on its own or rely on other villages for 

these needs via trade. This definitely calls for the need of manufacturing facilities within the 

village along with well-developed trade network and transportation. Thus, it can be said that 

the fulfillment of growing demands facilitated urbanization if Mesopotamia. 

2) Division of labour: Over time, production expanded in order to meet growing demands; this 

resulted in different people specializing in specific tasks. This, in turn, helped them to tap and 

fulfill the growing demands efficiently.  However, to sustain this division of labour, a proper 

organizational framework was essential. This framework included a class of men who could 

supervise the work of others. Thus, this organization created a class of administrators and 

supervisors along with the already existing class of labourers. 

Q.6. Which of the following were necessary conditions and which the causes, of early urbanization, 

and which would you say were the outcome of the growth of cities: (a) highly productive agriculture, 

(b) water transport, (c) the lack of metal and stone, (d) the division of labour, (e) the use of seals, (f) 

the military power of kings that made labour compulsory? 

ANS: Following were the necessary conditions for early urbanization: 

1. Highly productive agriculture: It was a necessary condition for early urbanization. It helped in 

attaining self-sufficiency. Once the agricultural output was secured, people could concentrate 

on more productive activities, thereby fostering urbanization. 



2. Preservation of surplus production: Once a village had the source to feed its growing 

population, people were free to take up other activities such as manufacturing of goods and 

arts. This led to diversity in the activities being performed, thereby leading to urbanism. 

The causes of early urbanization were: 

1. Water transport: Transportation helped in the movement of goods from one place to another. 

It was done by means of road transport and water transport. Water transport was the cheapest 

mode, as heavy goods could be transported with less effort and in less time as the current of 

water propelled the boat. Thus, it saved time and money. Water transport helped to connect 

different towns and villages, thereby establishing trading networks. 

2. Lack of metal and stone: Let’s take the example of Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia was rich in 

food resources; however, it lacked metal and stone resources. This facilitated the trade of 

goods between Mesopotamia and other countries like Turkey and Iran. These Gulf countries 

were rich in mineral resources, so they traded mineral goods for agricultural products. 

The outcomes of the growth of cities were: 

1. Use of seals: Seals were used to secure the network of trade from evil practices like black-

marketing, hoarding and adulteration. 

2. Division of labour: When works other than agriculture started to be conducted in the thriving 

towns, people selected jobs according to their skills. To supervise the work of those people, 

another group of men was needed. Thus, the division of labour evolved to achieve better 

efficiency. 

3. Military power of kings that made labour compulsory: To sustain the trade of goods and 

services, the kings made labour compulsory. This was done to maintain sufficient resources of 

labour for the movement of goods from one place to another. 

 

 


