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Q.Why the Conservative regimes set up in 1815 were were autocratic.  

 

 1. They did not  tolerate criticism and dissent.  

 2.Decided to curb activities that questioned the legitimacy of autocratic governments.  

 3. Most of them imposed censorship laws to control what was said in newspapers, books, plays and 

songs and reflected the ideas of liberty and freedom associated with the French Revolution  

 

 

Q.Metternich described him as ‘the most dangerous enemy of our social order’. Justify the statement 

 

 Giuseppe Mazzini.Born in Genoa in 1807, he became a member of the secret society of the Carbonari.  

 As a young man of 24, he was sent into exile in 1831 for attempting a revolution in Liguria. 

  He subsequently founded two more underground societies, first, Young Italy in Marseilles,  and then, 

Young Europe in Berne, whose members were like-minded young men from Poland, France, Italy and 

the German states. 

 Mazzini believed that God had intended nations to be the natural units of mankind.  

 So, Italy could not continue to be a patchwork of small states and kingdoms. It had to be forged into a 

single unified republic within a wider alliance of nations.  

 Following his model, secret societies were set up in Germany, France, Switzerland and Poland. 

  

 Mazzini’s relentless opposition to monarchy and his vision of democratic republics frightened the 
conservatives.  

 

 

Q.‘‘When France sneezes,’ Metternich once remarked, ‘the rest of Europe catches cold.’ Explain the 

statement 

OR 

The 1830  or July revolution 

 

 As conservative regimes tried to consolidate their power, liberalism and nationalism came to be 

increasingly associated with revolution.  The first upheaval took place in France in July 1830.  

 The Bourbon kings who had been restored to power during the conservative reaction after 1815, 

were now overthrown by liberal revolutionaries who installed Louis Philippe as constitutional 

monarchy . 

 The July Revolution sparked an uprising in Brussels which led to Belgium breaking away from the 

United Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

 An event that mobilised nationalist feelings among the educated elite across Europe was the Greek 

war of independence 1832.  

 

 

Q.Describe the main events of the Greek war of Independence. 

 Greece had been part of the Ottoman Empire since the fifteenth century.  



 The growth of revolutionary nationalism in Europe sparked off a struggle for independence amongst 

the Greeks which began in 1821. 

 Nationalists in Greece got support from other Greeks living in exile and also from many West 

Europeans who had sympathies for ancient Greek. 

 Poets and artists lauded Greece as the cradle of European civilisation and mobilised public opinion to 

support its struggle against a Muslim empire.  

 Three Great Powers—Russia, Britain and France—decided to intervene, by sending their naval 

squadrons to Greece in 1827. 

 The English poet Lord Byron organised funds and later went to fight in the war, where he died of fever 

in 1824. 

 Finally, the Treaty of Constantinople of 1832 recognised Greece as an independent nation. 

 

 

Q.What do understand by Romanticism? 

 Romanticism is a cultural movement which sought to develop a particular form of nationalist 

sentiment.  

 Romantic artists and poets generally criticised the glorification of reason and science and focused 

instead on emotions, intuition and mystical feelings. 

 Their effort was to create a sense of a shared collective heritage, a common cultural past, as the basis 

of a nation.  

 

 

 

Johann Gottfried Herder-Germany 

 Romanticist German philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803) claimed that true German 

culture was to be discovered among the common people – das volk.  

 It was through folk songs, folk poetry and folk dances that the true spirit of the nation (volksgeist) was 

popularised.  

 So collecting and recording these forms of folk culture was essential to the project of nation-building  

 

 

Karol Kurpinski—Poland 

 Poland, which had been partitioned at the end of the eighteenth century by the 

   Great Powers – Russia, Prussia and Austria.  

 Even though Poland no longer existed as an independent territory, national feelings were kept alive 

through music and language.  

 Karol Kurpinski, for example, celebrated the national struggle through his operas and music, turning 

folk dances like the polonaise and mazurka into nationalist symbols.  

 

 

Q.Explain with the example of Poland the role of language in developing nationalist sentiments. 

 

 After Russian occupation, the Polish language was forced out of schools and the Russian language was 

imposed everywhere. 

 In 1831, an armed rebellion against Russian rule took place which was ultimately crushed.  

 Following this, many members of the clergy in Poland began to use language as a weapon of national 

resistance. 

 Polish was used for Church gatherings and all religious instruction. 

 As a result, a large number of priests and bishops were put in jail or sent to Siberia by the Russian 

authorities as punishment for their refusal to preach in Russian.  



 The use of Polish came to be seen as a symbol of the struggle against Russian dominance.  

 

Q.Why 1830s were years of great economic hardship in Europe? (Any five points) 

 

 1.  The first half of the nineteenth century saw an enormous increase in population all over Europe. 

  2. In most countries there were more seekers of jobs than employment.  

 3. Population from rural areas migrated to the cities to live in overcrowded slums.  

 4. Small producers in towns were often faced with stiff competition from imports of cheap machine-

made goods from England, where industrialisation was more advanced than on the continent.  

 5. This was especially so in textile production, which was carried out mainly in homes or small 

workshops and was only partly mechanised.  

 6. In those regions of Europe where the aristocracy still enjoyed power, peasants struggled under the 

burden of feudal dues and obligations.  

 7. The rise of food prices or a year of bad harvest led to widespread pauperism in town and country.  
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