
   Class Notes 

Class: VIII Topic: CHAPTER 3. PLANNING A SURPRISE 

                                                     BY- LOUISA MAY ALCOTT Subject: ENGLISH 

 

READING COMPREHENSION 

A. Fill the table with the required information about the sisters.  

 

1. Margaret - 16 years / large / soft, brown hair / proud of her beautiful 

hands 

2. Jo – 15 years / sharp, grey eyes which were by turns fierce, funny or 

thoughtful / long, thick hair which was usually bundled into a net / 

uncomfortable look of a girl who was rapidly growing into a woman and 

didn't like it 

3. Elizabeth - 13 years / bright / smooth hair /  shy manner, a timid voice 

and a peaceful experience which was never disturbed, lived in a happy 

world of her own, only venturing out to meet the people she trusted and 

loved 

4. Amy  - youngest / blue eyes / yellow hair curling on her shoulders / 

always carried herself like a young lady, mindful of her manners, she 

considered herself very important 
 

Note: The word after slash (/) belongs to the next column. 

B. Answer this questions within 20 words each. 

 

1. What were the three sisters doing? 

Answer. The three sisters were knitting in the twilight. 

 

2. What did Beth do when the clock struck six? 

Answer. When the clock struck six, Beth swept the hearth and put a pair of 

slippers down to warm. 

 

3. Who was the best actress according to Jo? 

Answer. Students will write this answer on their own. 

 

4. Write the line (from the play) that Jo mutters while acting. 

Answer. Mark the answer in the book. 

 

C. Answer these questions in 30 – 40 words each. 

 

1. Describe the room that the sisters were sitting in. 

                    Answer. The room the sisters were sitting in was comfortable with a fire  



                    in the hearth. The carpet was faded and the furniture was plain but a good  

                    picture or two hung on the walls, books filled the recesses, chrysanthemums  

                    and Christmas roses bloomed in the windows, and a pleasant atmosphere of  

                    home peace pervaded it. 

 

 

2. What did the old shoes indicate? What did the girls do thereafter? 

Answer. The old shoes indicate that the March family did not have adequate 

money to provide them with some of the basic needs of life. The girls 

brightened to welcome their mother who would soon return home. Meg 

stopped lecturing, and lit the lamp, Amy got out of the easy chair without 

being asked, and Jo forgot how tired she was as she sat up to hold the 

slippers nearer to the blaze. 

 

3. Describe Mrs March. 

Answer.  Mrs March was a tall, motherly lady who was dressed plainly. She 

had a grey cloak and an unfashionable bonnet but was noble-looking. She 

had a ‘can I help you’ look about her which was truly delightful. The girls 

thought that their mother was the most splendid mother in the world. 

 

4. Where was Mr March? How do you know? 

Answer. Mr March had gone to serve as chaplain in the army. We come to 

know this when Meg says that it is splendid of their father to go as chaplain 

when he was too old to be drafted and not strong enough for a soldier. 

 

4. What did Mr March's letter say? 

Answer. Mr March's letter was a cheerful, hopeful letter which was full of 

lively description of camp life, marches and military news. It overflowed with 

feelings of fatherly love and longing for his daughters at home and contained 

his hope that they would do their duty faithfully so that he would be even 

fonder of his little women. 
 

D. Answer these questions in 80 – 100 words each.  

 

1. Describe how the girls plan to give their mother a surprise on Christmas. 

Answer. The girls plan to give their mother a surprise at Christmas by each of 

them giving her a gift instead of spending the little money they had on 

themselves. Meg decides to give her a nice pair of gloves, Jo a pair of army 

shoes, the best that can be had, and Beth says she would give her some 

handkerchiefs, all hemmed. Amy plans to get her a little bottle of cologne as 

she likes it. They would put all their gifts on the table and bring her in and 

see her open the bundles. They would make her think that they were getting 

things for themselves and then surprise her with the gifts. They would go 



shopping in the afternoon the next day to buy the gifts for their mother. The 

girls’ eagerness to buy the things their mother needed shows how attached 

they are to her and how willingly they forego what they would like to get for 

themselves. 

 

2. Why do you think Mr March’s letter made the girls take certain 

resolutions? What does it say about the family at large? 

Answer.  Mr March’s letter not only showed his love and longing to be with 

his little girls but also his expectations and what he wanted each of them to 

be like. He trusted them to remember all that he had told them and knew 

that they would be loving to their mother, faithful to their responsibilities 

and overcome all the temptations that may undermine their courage and 

resolution. The trust that the father had in his daughters, the belief that he 

had in their ability to emerge stronger and better after battling with the hard 

times they had to go through made the girls resolve to be what he wanted 

them to be. So, Meg decides not to think of her looks so much, Jo 

determines to do her duty and be a little woman, Beth quietly plans to be 

what her father wants her to be and Amy promises to be better. This shows 

that the family was closely knit by the bond of love and affection and no 

hardship could dampen their spirit. The father was the force that guided the 

girls who were not willing to disappoint him in anyway. 
E. Answers to this part will be discussed in the class. 

       Values and Life Skills – Answer must be written on own. 

CONTENT PREPARED AT HOME. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


