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VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTION: 

1. What does Bhakti movement mean? 

Ans. A series of Hindu saints & reformers started religious reform movements which 

adopted the method of devotion (Bhakti) to achieve the salvation their method of expression 

of devotion ranged from the routine worship of deities within temple & singing & chanting of 

devotional composition. 

2. Who were Alavars? 

Ans. In southern India the devotees of Vishnu were called Alvars. 

3. Give the name of any four well known reformers of Bhakti movement? 

Ans. Ramanand swami, Kabir, Guru Nanak dev, Mira Bai. 

4. What do you mean by Sufism? 

Ans. The sufis were Muslim saints who left a great impact on the Indian society, Sufism 

originated in Persia. 

5. What is the importance of Murshid in Sufi ideology? 

Ans. According to Sufism, an individual must have a religious guide (Murshid) through 

whom he can communicate with god. The pir is a ladder which enables a man to reach the 

goal of life Devotion to the Murshid is the worship of god. 

6. What is the motive of Sufism? 

Ans: Sufism laid emphasis on seeking salvation through intense devotion and love for God by 

following His command. The Sufis thus sought an interpretation of the Quran’s on the basis of their 

personal experience. 

7. Name all the four sufi silslas. 

Ans: (i) Chisti, (ii) Suharwardi, (iii) Kadri, (iv) Nakshbandi 

8. What are the two important elements in the architecture of a mosque? 

Ans: (i) A niche- The wall that indicates the direction of Mecca. 

(ii) Minaret, a tower adjacent or attached to a mosque, from which the call to prayer announced. 

9. What is the motive of Sufism? 

Ans: Sufism laid emphasis on seeking salvation through intense devotion and love for God by 

following His command. The Sufis thus sought an interpretation of the Quran’s on the basis of their 

personal experience. 

10. Name all the four sufi silslas. 

Ans: (i) Chisti, (ii) Suharwardi, (iii) Kadri, (iv) Nakshbandi 

11. What are the two important elements in the architecture of a mosque? 

Ans: (i) A niche   he wall that indicates the direction of Mecca. 

(ii) Minaret, a tower adjacent or attached to a mosque, from which the call to prayer announced. 

12. Describe the causes of the rise of Bhakti movement? 

Ans. (i). Influence of Vaishnavism 

(ii) Evil practices of the Hindus 



(iii)Fear of sprit of Islam 

(iv)Influence of sufi sects 

(v) Emergence of great reformers. 

13. Describe the main Principal of Bhakti movement? 

Ans. (i). Faith in god 

(ii). Good deeds 

(iii). Universal Brotherhood 

(iv). Emotional worship 

(v). Condemned idol worship 

(vi). Opposed to the rigidity of caste system 

(vii). Guru Bhakti 

14. Explain two religious beliefs and behaviors of Lingayats. 

Answer: 

1. Lingayats believed that once, a devotee dies, he will be united with Shiva and will not return to 

this world. 

2. They do not practice funeral rites instead they ceremonially bury their dead. 

15. Name four practices adopted by Shaikh Nizam-ud-din Auliya which represent that he tried to 

assimilate love traditions. 

Answer: 

1. Bowing before the Shaikh. 

2. Offering water to visitors. 

3. Shaving the heads of inmates. 

4. Yogic exercise 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS: 

Q.1. Discuss the ways in which the Alvars, Nayanars and the Virashaivas expressed critiques of the 

caste system? 

Ans: Some historians suggest that the Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of protest against 

the caste system and the dominance of Brahmanas or at least attempted to reform the system. The 

some extent this is corroborated by the fact that bhaktas hailed from diverse social backgrounds 

ranging from Brahmanas to artisans and cultivators and even from castes considered 

“untouchables”. 

• The twelfth century witnessed the emergence of anew movement in Karnataka, led by a 

Brahmana named Basavanna (1106-08). His followers were known as Virashaivas or Lingayats 

(weavers of the linga).         

• The Lingayats challenged the idea of caste and the pollution attributed to certain groups by 

Brahmanas. They also questioned the theory of rebirth. These won the followers amongst 

those who were marginalize within the Brahmanical social order. 



• The Lingayats also encourage certain practices disapproved in the Dharmashastras, such as          

post puberty marriage and the remarriage of widows. 

Q.2. Explain with examples what historians meant by the integration of cults? 

Ans:   

• The efforts of Brahmanas to rework the belief and practices of other social categories, 

women &  Shudras. 

• Deity Jagannatha was said to be a form of Vishnu. 

• Vishnu was visualized in different forms. 

• The worship of goddess in the form of a stone smeared with ochre was wide spread. 

• Local deities were made a part of the Puranic traditions. 

Q.3. Analyze with Illustrations, why Bhakti and Sufi thinkers adopted a variety of language to express 

their opinions? 

Ans. Bhakti and Sufi thinkers adopted a variety of languages due to following reasons. 

• To ensure their teachings spread rapidly and gained acceptance among the local population 

• Chishti saints conversed in Hindavi. 

• Baba Farid composed verses in the local languages. 

• Masnavis (long poems) expressing ideas of divine love using human love as an allegory were  

Composed. 

• Malik Muhammad Jayasi's Padmavat revolves around the romance of Padmini and Ratansen.  

• In Karnataka (Bijapur) short poems were written in Dakhani (a form of Urdu). 

• These poems sung by women while performing household chores. Lorinama and Shadinam 

were other compositions. 

• Sufis were influenced by the Kannada Vachanas and the Marathi abhangs of the saints of 

Pandharpur 

Q.4.How did Jogis gain ground in the north India during fourteenth and fifteenth centuries? 

Ans: Naths and Jogis gain ground in the north India during fourteenth and fifteenth centuries due to 

the following reasons: 

1. Naths and Jogis came from artisanal groups, which made them popular among the common  

people. 

2. They were against the complicated rituals. 

3. They did not function within the orthodox Brahmanical framework. 

4. They questioned the authority of the Vedas and were against the caste system. 

5. Moreover, during this period with the coming of the Muslims the position of the Brahmanas 

also deteriorated. 

Q. 5. “Islam and its principles permeated far and wide through the sub-continent.” Explain the 

statement. 

Ans: Islam and its principles were not confined to the ruling aristocrats. It actually spread through the 

sub-continent amongst various social strata like peasants, artisans, warriors, traders, etc. 

(i) All those adopted Islam accepted the five ‘pillars’ of the faith: 

a) There is one God, Allah, and Prophet Muhammad is his messenger (shahada). 

b) Offering prayers five times a day (namaz/salat). 

c) Giving alms (zakat). 

d) sub-continent amongst various social strata like peasants, artisans, warriors, traders, etc. 



e) Performing the pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj). 

i) These universal features often covered different practices derived from affiliations (Sunni, 

Shia) and local customary practices of converts from different social backgrounds. 

Q.6. Analyze the influence that the Tamil Bhakti Saints had on the Chola Rulers. 

Ans: 1. By giving land grants and constructing temples of Vishnu and Shiva. 

2. Sculpture of Shiva as Nataraja was also produced. 

3. To ensure the stability of Chola Kingdoms, they supported these saints. 

4. These kings introduced the singing of Tamil Shiva hymns in the temple. 

5. Took initiative to compile these hymns into text called Tevaram. 

 


