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Textual Questions 

1. What are the things the child sees on his way to the fair? Why does he 

lag behind? 

Answer: 

The child sees a number of things on his way to the fair. He sees toys at the 

shops. Then he sees a flowering mustard field. He sees dragon flies and 

butterflies fluttering their wings. He also sees little insects and worms along 

the footpath. 

The child lags behind because he is fascinated by all the things coming on 

his way to the fair. He follows the dragon flies and butterflies with his gaze 

and tries to catch them. As he enters the grove, a shower of young flowers 

fall upon him. He stops and tries to collect all of them. When he hears the 

dove, he runs in wild capers round the banyan tree looking for it. Therefore, 

he lags behind. 

 

2. In the fair he wants many things. What are they? Why does he move on 

without waiting for an answer? 

Answer : 

At the fair, the boy wants many things. He wants to buy the toys from the 

shops that lined the way, sweets from the sweetmeat seller, a garland of 

gulmohar flowers and balloon from the man selling balloons. He wants to 

watch the snake charmer playing flute to a snake and go for a round in the 

roundabout. 

The boy moves on without waiting for an answer because he knows his 

parents very well and is sure that his request will be denied at each step. 

 

3. When does he realize that he has lost his way? How have his anxiety 

and insecurity been described? 

Answer: 

After getting fascinated by a number of things, when he finally reaches a 



roundabout, he stops to observe it moving in full swing, with men, women 

and children enjoying themselves on it. Then he turns to his parents to ask 

for permission to go on the rounds but he hears no reply. At that time he 

realises that he lost his way. He looks all around but there is no sign of 

them. A full, deep cry rises within his dry throat and with a sudden jerk of 

his body he runs from where he stands, crying out in real fear “Mother, 
Father.” Tears roll down from his cheeks. Panic-stricken, he runs from one 

side to the other, in all directions to find his parents. His yellow turban 

comes untied and his clothes become muddy. 

 

4. Why does the lost child lose interest in the things that he had wanted 

earlier? 

Answer: 

The child loses interest in the things that he had wanted earlier because is 

lost in the fair. He is panic-stricken on being separated from his parents. He 

only wants to see his parents. All the things that attracted him in the fair no 

longer appeal to him because he wants only one thing that is to be with his 

parents. 

 

5. What do you think happens in the end? Does the child find his parents? 

Answer: 

Yes, I think the child will have eventually found his parents with the help of 

the man who tried to console him by offering him various things at the fair. 

He seems to be a reliable and kind hearted person. He would have asked 

the child for a description of his parents and helped him to unite with them. 

Also, the parents of the child, who continuously keep checking to see that 

he is with them, must have left no stone unturned to find their child. 

 

EXTRA QUESTIONS 

EBQ 

The child watched them intently and then he made a bold request: “I want 
to go on the round about, please, Father, Mother.” 

There was no reply. He turned to look at his parents. 

(i) Who are ‘them’ in the above extract? 

a) The shopkeepers 



b) The children 

c) The child’s parents 

d) The men, women and children riding on roundabout 

(ii) Why was there no reply? 

a) Because the parents were nearby 

b) Because the parents were not nearby 

c) Because the child spoke in a low voice 

d) Because the child didn’t speak anything 

 

(iii) For what did the child make a bold request? 

a) To buy sweets 

b) To see the snake charmer 

c) To go on a roundabout 

d) To buy the roundabout 

(iv) Find the word in the extract which is a synonym of ‘keenly’. 
a) slowly 

b) intently 

c) attentively 

d) watched 

(v) Select the opposite of ‘bold’ 
a) Timid 

b) Slow 

c) Candid 

d) Uneven 

 

SAQ 

 

1. How had the lost child’s anxiety and insecurity been described? 

Answer: 

His anxiety and insecurity had been described through his reaction to his 

realisation that he was lost. Tears rolled down his cheeks, his throat 

became dry, his face flushed and convulsed with fear and he ran in all 

directions in panic without knowing where to go. 

 

2. Where did the child finally decide to ask his parents to let him enjoy the 

delights at the fair? Why? 



Answer: 

At the roundabout the sight of the machine in full swing with men and 

women shrieking, crying and laughing out aloud in excitement, encouraged 

the child to ask his parents to be permitted to ride the roundabout. 

 

3. How did the man try to quieten the crying lost child? 

Answer: 

He first took him to the roundabout, then to the snake-charmer, next the 

balloon seller, after that to the flower-seller and finally to the sweetmeat 

seller, hoping to quieten the crying lost child. 

 

LAQ 

Draw the character sketch of the child in the story ‘ The Lost Child’ as 

depicted in the story. 

Answer: 

The child is very young, innocent and full of joy and energy. He finds 

everything around him exciting and fascinating, whether a dragonfly or toy 

displayed in a toy shop. Like any child he is easily distracted and his desires 

and interests keep on changing from sweetmeats to balloons to rides. He is 

not used to large crowds and is ‘repelled and fascinated’ by them. 

His whole world revolves around his parents and he is deeply affected at his 

separation from them. He is obedient and disciplined and does not throw a 

tantrum to get his object of desire. He fears his father and approaches his 

mother whenever he is tempted by any of the objects he sees during his 

journey to the fair and at the fair itself. 
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