
   Class Notes 

Class:  XI TOPIC: CH-1 

 CONSTITUTION- FUNCTIONS/HOW WAS INDIAN 
CONSTITUTION MADE 

Subject: POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 

Q1. What is a constitution? 
Constitution of a country is a written document which prescribes it to be a supreme law of the country to 
decide the structure of the government along with rights and duties of citizens. 
 
Q2. What is the nature of India as per the Preamble of the Indian Constitution? 
India is a sovereign, socialist Democratic and Republic state. 

 
Q3. What is the need and importance of a constitution? 

  Constitution allows coordination and assurance amongst the members of a 
society 

  It specifies who has the power to make a decision. 
  It decides how the government will be constituted. 
  It sets some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens. 
  It enables the government to fulfil aspirations of a society. 
  It expresses the fundamental identity of a people i.e., political identity, moral identity. 

 
Q4. When was our Constitution adopted and when did it come into force? 
Ans. The constitution was framed by the Constituent Assembly in 1946 under the Cabinet Mission Plan. The 
Constituent Assembly spent 2 years 11 months and 18 days to prepare the constitution to be adopted on 
November 26, 1949 and came into force on 26 Jan’1950. 
 
Q5. What made Indian Constitution effective? 
 
Ans.(a) The Constitution was made by credible leaders who commanded people’s respect. 
 (i) The members of CA were elected by indirect election by the members of Provincial Legislative Assemblies 
established in 1935. The Assembly reflected each of the communities in provinces, princely states through an 
appropriate formula. Even 28 members belonged to SC. 
 
(ii) The members of CA went through long debates and discussions for 166 days spread over 2 years and 11 
months  
 
(b)The Constitution has distributed power in such a way as to make it difficult to subvert it. 
• Our Constitution has made institutional arrangements of government on the basis of checks and balances 
approach. If one of the institutions goes beyond its limitation, the other checks it. 
• The procedure for amendments is well elaborated for different articles of the Constitution. 
 
(c)The Constitution is the locus of people’s hopes and aspirations. 
 
• The Constitution has provided some Fundamental Rights along with protected provisions, like the 
Judiciary has power to protect them. 
 
• The Constitution has provided some Directive Principles of State Policy’ which are not justiciable but 
a moral duty of government. The government has also given some effects to these in the form of fixed 
minimum wages, formation of Panchayati Raj institutions, employment guarantee scheme and mid meal 



scheme etc to be the hopes and aspirations of people 
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