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B. Answer the questions in 30-40 words each. 

1. How can we say that Antonio was a good friend? 

Ans- Antonio was a good friend of Bassanio because although he did not have money to help 

Bassanio, he borrowed three thousand ducats from his arch enemy, Shylock. He signed the bond 

drawn up by Shylock, putting his own life in danger for his friend’s sake. 
 

 

2.How can we say that Bellario was a clever lawyer? Give examples from the story. 

Ans. Bellario was a clever lawyer as he sent a letter to Portia advising her how to handle the case 

of Antonio. On his advice Portia was able to cleverly turn the tables against Shylock and save 

Antonio. Bellario cleverly feigned sickness and requested the Duke to permit Portia, a young 

lawyer, to handle in his place. 

 

3.Do you think Portia loved Bassanio? Give reasons for your answer. 

Ans.Portia loved Bassanio because first, she made certain that they were married before he set 

out for Venice so that he would get a legal right to her money. Second , she approached Bellario 

for advice and help so that she could go to Venice, argue in Antonio’s defence and save her 
husband’s dear friend from the clutches of the wicked Shylock. She was able to clearly save 

Antonio. 

 

 

4.Why do you think Shylock was so eager to cut off Antonio’s flesh? 

 

Ans. I think Shylock was so eager to cut off a pound of Antonio’s flesh because he hated the 
merchant and wanted to put an end to him. Antonio had always been a thorn in his flesh because 

he disliked the Jew’s mean ways and his hard-heartedness. So, Shylock must have thought it was a 

good opportunity to pay back Antonio for his hatred when the merchant came to him for a loan of 

three thousand ducats to help his friend. 

 

C.  Answer the questions in 80-100 words each:- 

1.Describe the friendship between Antonio and Bassanio? 

Ans. Antonio and Bassanio had a sterling friendship. Antonio was prepared to approach Shylock to 

borrow a sum of three thousand ducats so that Bassanio could marry the girl of his choice. He even 

signed the strange bond drawn up by Shylock putting his own life in danger, against the advice of 

Bassanio. He was quite calm when his ships didn’t come home as expected and he was to forfeit a 

pound of his flesh. Bassanio also loved Antonio clearly and was shattered to realise that his friend 

was in danger of losing his life because of helping him. He rushed to Shylock with the money to 



repay him. When Portia in the guise of the young lawyer saved Antonio and asked for the ring 

which she had given and Bassanio had promised he would never part with, he gave it away albeit 

reluctantly. The friendship between Antonio and Bassanio emerged stronger after all the trouble 

caused by Shylock. 

 

 

 

2.Describe the character of Portia, quoting lines from the story. 

Ans. Portia is a sensible, intelligent and calm who plans her moves well to get Antonio free of the 

clutches of the cruel Jew Shylock. She marries Bassanio before he lives for Venice so that he has a 

legal right to his property. She asks her relative Bellario for help and acts on his advice. Initially she 

speaks to the Jew about the quality of mercy hoping to change his mind but when he doesn’t she 

pretends to be on his said and says that law once made, cannot be altered and asks that Antonio 

be prepared for the knife. Just when Shylock applauds her advice and rejoices, she cleverly turns 

the tables on him by saying that he cannot shed a drop of blood nor can he cut off more or less 

than a pound of flesh. Shylock is baffled and asks for his money but even that is denied to him for 

she says that by the laws of Venice ,his wealth is forfeited to the state for plotting against the life 

of one of its citizens. Portia also has a sense of humour and demands the ring that she had given 

Bassanio at the time of their marriage. She amused to see that her husband does not recognize her 

in the court. 

 

3.Which incident from the story do you find hilarious? Give reasons for your choice. 

Ans. The Merchant of Venice deals with the friendship between Antonio and Bassanio and the 

animosity between the merchant and Shylock but the seriousness is relieved by some humorous 

touches in the senate house. When Portia initially supports the Jew and says that he can lawfully 

claim a pound of flesh, to be cut off nearest Antonio’s heart, Shylock is thrilled. However, when 
Portia points out that the bond specifies only a pound of flesh, and if in the cutting of flesh, he 

sheds one drop of blood, all his lands and goods will by the law belonging to the state of Venice. 

Gratiano hails her as the most wise and upright judge. Then, when Portia is offered three thousand 

ducats by Antonio and Bassanio for handling the case so well, she asks for the ring which was on 

Bassanio’s finger and which he had sworn never to path with. Nerissa also asks for the ring which 

she had given Gratiano and the two husbands unwillingly hand over the rings without realizing 

that their wives are playing a game with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absolutely prepared at home. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


