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IMPORTANT TERMS 

 Nationalism  It is an ideology and movement that promotes the interests of a particular nation(as in a 

group of people) especially with the aim of gaining and maintaining the nation's sovereignty (self-

governance) over its homeland  

 Absolutist – Literally, a government or  system of rule that has no restraints on the power exercised. 

In history, the term refers to a form of monarchical government that was centralised, militarised and 

repressive 

 Utopian – A vision of a society that is so ideal that it is unlikely to actually exist. 

 A modern state in which a centralised power exercised sovereign control over a clearly defined 

territory, had been developing over a long period of time in Europe. 

 A nation state was one in which the majority of its citizens, and not only its rulers, came to develop a 

sense of common identity and shared history or descent.  

 

 

Q. What was the theme of the painting painted by In 1848, Frédéric  Sorrieu ? 

 The theme of the painting painted by  Frédéric  Sorrieu in 1848 was ‘democratic and social Republics’, 
as he called them. 

 

 

Q. When was the first clear expression of nationalism seen in Europe ? 

 The first clear expression of nationalism came with the French Revolution in 1789. 

 

 

Q. What is French revolution ? 

 

 The political and constitutional changes that came in the wake of the French Revolution led to the 

transfer of sovereignty from the monarchy to a body of French citizens. 

  The revolution proclaimed that it was the people who would constitute the nation and shape its 

destiny.  

 

 

Q. What are the various measures and practices introduced by French revolutionaries to create a sense of 

collective identity amongst the French people?  (Any five points) 

 

 1. The ideas of la patrie (the fatherland) and le citoyen (the citizen) was introduced.  

 2. A new French flag, the tricolour, was chosen to replace the former royal standard. 

  3. The Estates General was elected by the body of active citizens and renamed the National 

Assembly. 

 4.  New hymns were composed, oaths taken and martyrs commemorated all in the name of the 

nation.  



 5. A centralised administrative system was put in place and it formulated uniform laws for all citizens 

within its territory.  

 6. Internal customs duties and dues were abolished and a uniform system of weights and measures 

was adopted. 

 7. Regional dialects were discouraged and French, as it was spoken 

     and written in Paris, became the common language of the nation 

 

Q, Write down the merits of The Civil Code of 1804 – usually known as the Napoleonic Code. 

 did away with all privileges based on birth,  

 established equality before the law  

 and secured the right to property.  

 

 

Q. Through a return to monarchy Napoleon had, no doubt, destroyed democracy in France, but in the 

administrative field he had incorporated revolutionary principles in order to make the whole system more 

rational and efficient. Justify the statement. 

 

 He did away with all privileges based on birth, established equality before the law and secured the 

right to property.  

 In the Dutch Republic in Switzerland, in Italy and Germany,  Napoleon simplified administrative 

divisions,  abolished the feudal system and Freed peasants from serfdom and manorial dues. 

 In the towns too, guild restrictions were removed. Transport and communication systems were 

improved.  

 Peasants, artisans, workers and new businessmen enjoyed a new-found freedom.  

 He formulated uniform laws, standardised weights and measures, and a common national currency to 

facilitate the movement and exchange of goods and capital from one region to another.  

 

Thus the above statement is truly justified that he had incorporated revolutionary principles in order to 

make the whole system more rational and efficient. 

 

 

Q. Write any three demerits of The Civil Code of 1804 – usually known as the Napoleonic Code. 

 Increased taxation. 

 Censorship. 

 Forced conscription into the French armies required to conquer the rest of Europe. 

 The new administrative arrangements did not go hand in hand with political freedom.  

Thus, all seemed to outweigh the advantages of the administrative changes.  
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