
CLASS: XII GEOGRAPHY 

INDIA: CH-2 MIGRATION 

1.In what ways migration is enumerated in Census of India? 

In the Census of India, migration is enumerated on two bases: 

 (i) Place of birth, also known as life-time migrant. If the place of birth is different from the place of 

Enumeration. 

(ii) Place of residence, also known as migrant by place of last residence. If the place of last residence is 

different from the place of enumeration. 

2. Discuss the social and economic consequences of age sex selective migration in India? 

Out of the four streams of migration i.e., rural to rural, rural to urban, urban to rural and urban to 

urban, a great variation is found on age and sex basis. 

For example, female migration out numbers the male migration in all streams, except from rural to 

urban migration. This is because, the main reason for female migration is marriage. 

The male migration is more from rural to urban, and the reasons are, better opportunities, availability 

of regular work and relatively higher wages. This type of migration is so widespread that, it creates an 

imbalance in age sex structure in both place of origin and place of destination. 

In rural areas women are left behind with aged and children. Rural areas don’t have work force as 
young men move to urban areas. 

Similarly, in towns also we find unfavourable sex ratio for female. Young men out number other 

categories of population, causing social imbalance. 

3. Discuss the factors responsible for spatial variation of migration in India. 

Maharashtra, Delhi, Gujarat and Haryana attract migrants from other states. This is because of number of 

pull factors, like industrial development offering better job opportunities in these regions. 

The states with maximum out migration are, UP, Bihar and Rajasthan. These states have many pull 

factors like, unemployment, poor agricultural and industrial growth. 

4. Migration is a response to the uneven distribution of opportunities over space. Elaborate 

Migration is a prominent demographic process which is found in every society and in all periods of time. 

People move from a place which offers less opportunities for good living conditions. It may be natural 

or man-made adverse conditions like natural disaster, political instability, war or other such factors. 

The place of destination is always a place where the standard of living is better, where people find 

better opportunities for employment or education. 

Like in India we find that due to lack of facilities in rural areas, there is a large scale migration of 

young people from rural to urban areas. 

5. Critically analyze the economic consequences of migration 

• Migrants send remittance to their family members living in source regions. Remittance sent by 

international migrants is very high. It is a major source of foreign exchange to India. But we also 

lose our highly skilled professionals who serve in other countries, like skilled doctors, IT 

professionals etc. 

• Remittance sent by the internal migrants is not very significant in amount, still it is used by the 

family members to repay loan, for the treatment or marriage. It is also used for construction of 

houses, hence bring a better living condition for the family members. The poor villages of Bihar, 

Uttar Pradesh, Odisha remittance works as life blood for their economy.  

• This migration is sex and age selective. It also causes imbalances the age structure in both source 

and   destination. Women have to take extra burden and rural areas don’t have skilled work force. 
• The destination regions receive efficient work force and can achieve higher growth. Like the 

success of Green revolution is due to the migrant labourers from Bihar. It also reinforces 

regional disparity in economic growth. As the source regions suffer from lack of efficient 

workers. 



 6. Migrants are agents of social change. Justify 

• In migration of people move from one region to another. Specially the youth from rural 

regions move to urban areas. They are exposed to modern way of life, new technology and 

liberal thinking. These ideas are brought to the rural areas by them. They spread the ideas of 

small family, girl’s education and use of new technology. Rural people get exposed to many 
such ideas. 

• In urban areas, people from different regions stay together. They also know each other’s 
culture and social background, like food habits or customs etc. This leads to the development 

of a composite culture. People have better tolerance and acceptance towards other’s culture.  
7. Discuss the negative outcomes of uncontrolled migration in urban areas of India. 

The negative out comes are as follows 

✓ Development of urban slums 

✓ Environmental pollution 

✓ Paucity of resources 

✓ Unfavourable sex ratio 

✓ Social isolation of migrants and increase in crimes 

(explain each point in three to four sentences in your own language) 

MCQ 

1. Which stream of migration is dominated by male? 

A. R-R      B. R-U       C. U-U     D. U-R 

2. The main reason of female migration in India is 

A. Education   B. Marriage    C. Employment     D. none of the above 

3. Which state has maximum out migration? 

A. UP    B. Bihar   C. Odisha    D. West Bengal 

4.  Which of the following is observed in source regions, due to migration 

A.  unfavourable sex ratio for female 

B. Lack of human resource 

C. development of slums 

D. Congestion and pollution  

5. Which one of the following states receive significant amount of foreign exchange from 

international migrants? 

A. Odisha    B. Maharashtra     C. UP     D. Punjab 

6.from which country does India receive maximum migrants? 

A. Pakistan     B. Sri Lanka    C. Bangladesh    D. china 

 


