
List any two differences between the socialist and communist parties. HOTS; All 
India 2008 
Answer: 
Differences between socialist and communist parties follow 
Socialist Party Communist Party 

Socialist party believes in gradual change 
while 

The Communist party believes in radical and 
fundamental change. 

Socialist party aims at improvement and 
reform in society while 

The Communist party aims at a restructuring 
of an entire society. 

 

FOUR MARKS QUESTIONS: 
Question 1. 
Explain any two reasons for the disintegration of the USSR. (Delhi 2013) 
OR 
Explain any four factors responsible for the disintegration of the Soviet Union. (All 
India 2010) 
Answer: 
Factors responsible for the disintegration of the Soviet Union were : 

 The most important factor for the fall of the Soviet Union was a lack of proper 
leadership. There was no clear cut line between the party and government as 
there was one political party which was wielding power. 

 Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of ‘Perestroika and ‘Glasnost’ proved to be 
disastrous for the economic health of the USSR. 

 Anti-communists forces of the Soviet Union had the support of the USA and 
Western European countries. Gorbachev due to his liberal policies did not try to 
uproot these forces. 

 No effort was ever made to create a socialist human being and a socialist 
culture. 

 
Question 2. 
Describe any four consequences of the disintegration of the Soviet Union. (All India 
2011) 
Answer: 
The consequences of the disintegration of the Soviet Union were : (any four) 

1. The disintegration of the Soviet Union meant the end of the Cold War because 
the Cold War was the culmination of the rivalries between the USA and the 
USSR. Thus, Cold War confrontations were put to an end. 

2. The dissolution of the Soviet Union led to a dramatic change and upheaval in 
the power relations which had implications for world politics. The disintegration 
left open the world space to be dominated by the sole superpower called the 
USA or to have the dominance of several powers. 

3. The Bretton Woods institutions like the World Bank and the International 



Monetary Fund became active players in the wake of developmental needs of 
the second world countries as they were borrowing money from the World 
Bank and IMF. ‘ 

4. The world saw the emergence of many new countries with their own 
independent aspirations. 

5. The Baltic states namely Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia joined the European 
Union and subsequently became members of the NATO. 

6. Undoubtedly the significant consequence of the withering away of the USSR 
was the inauguration of the period of US hegemony in which capitalism was 
pronounced as the winner because socialism had been dead. 

 
SIX MARKS QUESTIONS 

Question 1. 
Explain any six factors that forced Gorbachev to initiate reforms in the Soviet 
Union. (Delhi 2012) 
OR 
What were the factors that forced Gorbachev to initiate reforms in the USSR? 
(All Indio 2010) 
Answer: 
The six factors that forced Gorbachev to initiate reforms in the Soviet Union 
were : 

1. The most important factor was to keep the USSR well aware of the revolutions 
taking place in the field of information and technology in the West. Gorbachev 
was well aware of the standard of technology in USSR. 

2. Gorbachev wanted to make USSR an advanced country which could catch up 
with or outpace the Western countries particularly the US. It was a step for 
democratisation. 

3. Gorbachev was a liberal in his outlook. He favoured normalisation of ties of the 
USSR with the rest of the world. Among his top priorities was to forge better 
relations with the Western countries. 

4. Gorbachev faced administrative stagnation in the Soviet system because of lack 
of democracy coupled with mounting corruption. 

5. Gorbachev derived his motivation for reforms in the need to address the legacy 
of the economic, social and political stagnation which took shape in the regime 
of Brezhnev. They marked the economic decline of the decade 1976-1985 
challenged the military and political supremacy of the USSR. 

6. Foreign policy complications aided by the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan 
in 1979 compelled Gorbachev to reinvigorate the Soviet command economy to 
usher in the era of economic prosperity. 
 

Question 2. 
Highlight any three positive and three negative features each of the Soviet system in 



the Soviet Union. (Delhi 2016) 
Answer: 
The three positive features of the Soviet system were : 

1. The Soviet economy was more developed than the rest of the world except the 
US. It had a complex communication network, vast energy resources, machinery 
production and a transport system that connected its remotest areas. 

2. A minimum standard of living for all Answer: citizens was ensured by the Soviet 
state and the government subsidised basic necessities including health, 
education, child care and other welfare schemes. 

3. State ownership was given more importance. Land and productive assets were 
owned and controlled by the Soviet state. 

The three negative features of the Soviet system were: 
1. The Soviet system was very bureaucratised and authoritarian in nature. It 

turned the life of the people into disorder. 
Authoritarianism meant the absence of democracy and freedom of speech 
which angered the people. 

2. The Soviet economy witnessed economic stagnation for a long time which led to 
market failure when demand failed to meet supply in the market for consumer 
goods. 

3. State Treasury had spent a huge fortune on building and maintaining nuclear 
arsenals and in developing its satellite states in East Europe and within the 
Soviet system. It turned into a large economic burden for the Soviet system. 

 
Question 3. 
Describe the role of Gorbachev to reform the Soviet system and the effects of these 
reforms on the USSR. (Delhi 2015) 
Answer: 
Mikhail Gorbachev was the General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union in 1985. He initiated reforms in the Soviet system and tried to normalise 
relations with the West He also tried to democratise and reform the Soviet Union. 
Some of the reforms initiated by Gorbachev are : 

1. He introduced economic and political reform policies of ‘Perestroika’ 
(restructuring) and ‘glasnost’ (openness). 

2. He stopped the arms race with the US by signing apart to control over nuclear 
weapons. 

3. He withdrew Soviet troops from Afghanistan and Eastern Europe. 
4. He helped in the unification of Germany. 

The reforms initiated by Gorbachev had following effects on the USSR : 
1. Common people became impatient to bring openness and restructuring of the 

system faster than these were scheduled in the policy of Perestroika and 
Glasnost. 

2. Bureaucrats and communist hardliners did not want to adopt these policies, 
they felt their powers and luxuries would reduce. 


