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Q 1. Write a short note on slavery system. 

 

 Ans. The slave trade began in the seventeenth century. 

 

 A triangular slave trade was between Europe, Africa and the Americas. 

 

 The colonies in the Caribbean – Martinique, Guadeloupe and San Domingo – were important 

suppliers 

 

 of commodities such as tobacco, indigo, sugar and coffee.  

. 

 French merchants sailed from the ports of Bordeaux or Nantes to the African coast, where they  

 

bought slaves from local chieftains.  

 

 The exploitation of slave labour made it possible to meet the markets for sugar, coffee, and indigo.  

 

 Port cities like Bordeaux and Nantes owed their economic prosperity to the flourishing slave trade.  

 

 

Q. Describe the various legislation efforts to abolish slavery from France. 

 

 Ans. The National Assembly held long debates about whether the rights of man 

 

               should be extended to all French subjects including those in the colonies.  

 

 But it did not pass any laws, fearing opposition from businessmen whose incomes depended on the 

slave trade.  

 

 It was finally the Convention which in 1794 legislated to free all slaves in the French overseas  

possessions. This, however, turned out to be a short-term measure. 

 

 Ten years later, Napoleon reintroduced slavery. 

 

 Plantation owners understood their freedom as including the right to enslave African Negroes in 

pursuit of their economic interests. 

 

 Slavery was finally abolished in French colonies in 1848. 

 

  

Q. How did the French Revolution of 1789 brought changes in the lives of men, women and children? 

 

 1. One important law that came into effect soon after the storming of the Bastille in the summer of 

1789 was the abolition of censorship. 

  



 2. In the Old Regime all written material and cultural activities – books, newspapers, and plays – could 

be published or performed only after that had been approved by the censors of the king.  

 

 3. Now the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen proclaimed freedom of speech and 

expression to be a natural right.  

 

 4. Newspapers, pamphlets, books and printed pictures flooded the towns of France from where they 

travelled rapidly into the countryside. They all described and discussed the events and changes taking 

place in France.  

 

 5. Freedom of the press also meant that opposing views of events could be expressed.  

 

 

 


