
CLASS NOTES 

CLASS IX TOPIC- CH-1 India-Size and location 

SUBJECT - GEOGRAPHY 

To be written in Geography Notebook 

Q. 1 The sun rises two hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh as compared to Gujarat in the 

west but the watches show the same time. How does this happen? 

Answer: From Gujarat to Arunachal Pradesh, there is a time lag of two hours, because there are 

about 30 lines of longitudes passing in between these 2 States. As the local time differs by 4 

minutes at every longitude, therefor it would create a local time difference of (30x4 = 120 min.) 

• But the watches show the same time because the time along the Standard Meridian of 

India (82° 30l E) passing through Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh is taken as the standard time 

for the whole country. It has helped to avoid a lot of confusion which would have been 

there by following different local times. 

 

Q.2 The central location of India at the head of the Indian Ocean is considered of great 

significance. Why? 

Ans: The Indian landmass has a central location between the East and West Asia. India is a 

southward extension of the Asian continent.  

• The trans-Indian Ocean routes, which connect the countries of Europe in the West and 

the countries of East Asia, provide a strategic central location to India.  

• The Deccan Peninsula protrudes into the Indian Ocean, thus helping India to establish 

close contact with West Asia, Africa and Europe from the western coast and with 

Southeast and East Asia from the eastern coast.  

• No other country has a long coastline on the Indian Ocean as India has and indeed, it is 

India’s eminent position in the Indian Ocean, which justifies the naming of an Ocean 

after it. 

Q.3  Why 82°30'E has been selected as the Standard  Meridian of India?  

Ans: The Earth has been divided into 24 time zones of one hour each. Each of these 

zones covers 15 degrees of longitude. 

• As the local time differs by 4 minutes at every longitude, it would create a lot of 

confusion regarding time for any country as a whole which may stretch across 

several longitudes.Therefore each country selects a central meridian and the local 

time of this meridian is the standard time of that country. 

• 82.50 E is the midpoint of all the longitudes passing through India. Longitudinal 

extent of India is 68°7'E and 97°25'E. Therefore, 

 [ (68+97) /2]  

= 165/2 = 82.5 

• According to International convention the Standard Meridian of any country must 

be divisible by 7.5 



• It has helped to avoid a lot of confusion which would have been there by 

following different local times or in absence of a uniform time. 

Q.4 Why is the difference between the durations  of day and night hardly felt at  

Kanniyakumari  but not so in Kashmir?  

Ans: The day and night are nearly of the same duration at the equator i.e – 12 hours day and 

12 hours night.  

• As Kanyakumari is quite near the equator at 8°4'N the day-night difference is hardly one 

hour there, and therefore, the duration of day and night is hardly felt at Kanyakumari.  

• On the other hand, as we move away from the equator to the poles the variations in 

duration of day and night become greater. Kashmir is over 30° away from the equator 

and located in temperate zone. So the difference in duration of day and night is more 

there (almost of 5 hours).  

Q.5 What was the contribution of land routes to India in ancient times? Explain. 

 

Ans: (a) The large land boundaries of India have helped to develop links with her 

neighbouring countries. 

(b) It contributed in the exchange of ideas and commodities since ancient times. 

(c) The ideas of the Upanishads, the Ramayana, the Gita, etc. have become known to the 

world. 

(d) The Indian numerals, geometry as well as the decimal system long back crossed the 

border. The Arabs took these ideas to the West. 

(e) The spices, muslin and other merchandise were taken away from India to different 

countries through these land routes. 

(f) On the other hand, the influence of Greek sculpture, and the architectural styles of 

dome and minarets from West Asia can be seen in different parts of our country. 

Homework:  Time Calculations 

1. It is 10:00 AM on Thursday at 1350 W longitude. What time is it at 600 W? 

2. An important program was to be broadcast from Mumbai at 7:30 p.m. This was heard 

by some Indian sailors near Ivory Coast in West Africa at 200 W longitude. What was the 

local time there?  

3. What is the local time at a place whose longitude is 79oW, when it is 4 A.M. at Chicago 

(880 W)?  

4. Calculate the time at Durban (longitude 300 E) when the time is 7:00 a.m. at New York 

(750 W).  

5. Calculate the local time at Singapore (1040 E) when it is 6:00 p.m. at Greenwich.  

6. Calculate the local time of a place where the longitude is 10oE when it is 00:40hrs at 

Tokyo (140oE).  



7. What is the time and day at a place located at 730 W when it is Sunday 10:22 p.m. at 

Shillong (920 E)?  

8. Place X is situated at 250W longitude while place Y is situated at 550W. Which place will 

experience the sunrise first? Also find the difference in the time of sunrise of the two places.  

Home assignments - MAPWORK 

Question 2. 

Locate and label the following items on the given map 

1. The state which shares its boundaries with China, Nepal and Bhutan. 

2. The state which shares its boundaries with both China and Pakistan. 

3 .The state having common land and sea boundary with Pakistan. 

4. An Indian state that shares its boundary with Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

5. Smallest among the States sharing border with Pakistan. 

6. The Strait and Gulf that separates India and Sri Lanka 

7. The States through which Tropic of Cancer passes. 

8. The States through which Standard Meridian passes. 

 

 


