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Very short answer type of questions: 

1. Why was Mauryan Empire regarded as a major landmark in the early Indian history?  

Ans: The Mauryan empire was regarded as a major landmark in the early Indian history because for 

the first time Chandragupta Maurya founded a vast empire which extended to far North West to 

Afghanistan and Baluchistan. Moreover, historians think that the messages on Asoka inscription 

were very different from the other contemporary rulers. 

2. Why is the 6th century BCE often regarded as a major turning point in the early Indian history?) 

Ans: The 6th century BCE is regarded as a major turning point in early Indian history for the following 

reasons: 

 It is an era associated with early states, cities, the growing use of iron, the development of 

coinage, etc. 

 This era witnessed the growth of diverse system of thoughts like Buddhism and Jainism. 

 

3. Why is James Prinsep’s contribution considered as the historic development in the Indian 
epigraphy?  

Ans: James Prinsep was an officer in the mint of the East India Company. He contributed a lot in the 

Indian epigraphy by deciphering two scripts, Brahmi and Kharosthi in the earliest inscriptions and 

coins. 

Short answer type questions: 

4. Critically examine the limitations of the inscriptional evidences in understanding political and 

economic history of India.  

Ans: Inscriptions are important source to know history. But there are certain limitations of 

inscriptions. These were: 

1.  Several thousands of inscriptions were discovered, but not all of them were deciphered or 

translated. 

2.  Generally, inscriptions were composed in praise of kings and patrons, e.g. Prayaga Prashasti was 

composed in Sanskrit by Harisena, the court poet of Samudragupta. From this inscription, we know 

about the generosity, administrative capabilities of the king Samudragupta who was described as 

equal to different deities. 

3. The context of the inscription invariably projected the perspective of the person who 

commissioned it. But it was not recorded what we consider politically and economically significant 

facts of that period. For example, routine agricultural practices, the joys and sorrows of common 



people were not mentioned in these inscriptions. History is not only the histories of kings it includes 

different social groups and even marginalized sections of our society. 

4. From mid-20th century historians’ become more interested in political and economic changes of 

society (e.g. the ways in which different social groups emerged). This lead to fresh investigations of 

old sources and in this respect, inscription had its own limitations to interpret political and economic 

history of India. 

5. Historians have used a variety of sources to reconstruct the history of the Mauryan Empire. State 

any four such sources.  

Ans: Historians have used a variety of sources to reconstruct the history of Mauryan Empire. These 

were: 

 Things found in archaeological excavation, especially sculpture are regarded as an important 

source. 

 Contemporary works like writings of Megasthenes, Arthashastra by Chanakya are important 

sources regarding that period. 

 The Mauryas were also mentioned in later Buddhist, Jaina, Puranic and Sanskrit literature. 

 Moreover the inscriptions of Asoka on rocks and pillars are regarded as the most valuable 

sources. 

 

6. Describe briefly the sources used for reconstructing the history of the Gupta rulers.  

Ans: The Gupta rulers established a vast empire in the 4th century which was reconstructed from 

various sources. These sources are explained in the following ways: 

1.Inscriptions are writings engraved on hard surfaces like stones, metals, etc. These are generally 

composed in praise of kings in particular, and patrons in general by the poets. For example, 

Allahabad pillar inscription or Prayaga Prashasti were composed in Sanskrit by Harisena, the court 

poet of Samudragupta in praise of him. 

2. Coins are also an important source of reconstructing the history of Gupta rulers, as they include 

elements like scripts, images and the context in which they are found. Some of the most spectacular 

gold coins were issued by the Gupta rulers. These coins facilitated long distance transactions from 

which the expansion of trade and commerce was known. 

3. Literature Historians attempted to draw factual information from the compositions of Prashastis. 

Those who composed these often treated them as works of poetry, rather than an account that were 

literally true. These were written in praise of king and patron in general. Thus, historians have to 

constantly assess the statements made in inscriptions to judge whether they are true plausible or 

exaggerations. 

Prashastis contribute prominently in reconstructing the histories of the Gupta rulers, e.g. Prayaga 

Prashasti was composed in Sanskrit for Samudragupta. 

Long answer type questions: 

7. Explain the main features of the Mauryan administration.  

 



OR 

 

Explain any four sources to reconstruct the history of Mauryas, Examine the system of Mauryan 

administration.  

OR 

 

What types of source have been used to reconstruct the history of Mauryan empire? Explain with 

suitable examples.  

 

Ans: For sources to reconstruct the history of Mauryas, Historians have used a variety of sources to 

reconstruct the history of Mauryan Empire. These were: 

 Things found in archaeological excavation, especially sculpture are regarded as an important 

source. 

 Contemporary works like writings of Megasthenes, Arthashastra by Chanakya are important 

sources regarding that period. 

 The Mauryas were also mentioned in later Buddhist, Jaina, Puranic and Sanskrit literature. 

 Moreover the inscriptions of Asoka on rocks and pillars are regarded as the most valuable 

sources. 

System of Mauryan Administration The growth of Magadha culminated in the emergence of the 

Mauryan empire. Chandragupta Maurya who founded the empire (321 BCE), extended control as far 

North-West as Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and his grandson Asoka, arguably the most famous ruler 

of early India, conquered Kalinga (present-day coastal Odisha). 

There were five major political centres in the empire i.e. the capital Pataliputra and the provincial 

centres of Taxila, Ujjayini, Tosali and Suvarnagiri, that are all mentioned in Asokan inscriptions. 

Due to Vastness of the empire administrative system of this empire was not uniform. It is likely that 

administrative control was strongest in areas around the capital and the provincial centres. These 

centres were carefully chosen, both Taxila and Ujjayini being situated on important long-distance 

trade routes, while Suvarnagiri (literally, the golden mountain) was possibly important for tapping 

the gold mines of Karnataka. 

Communication along both land and riverine routes was vital for the existence of the empire. It is 

obvious that the army was an important means for ensuring the latter. 

8. Explain the agricultural practices followed by the cultivators to increase productivity from C 600 

BCE to 600 CE.  

 

OR 

 

To what extent were agricultural practices transformed from 6th century BCE? Explain briefly.  



 

Ans: Agricultural practices were transformed from 6th century BCE onwards because of increasing 

burden of taxes imposed by state. The kings demanded considerable taxes from the subjects, from 

6th century BCE onwards. 

In order to fulfill this demand for more taxes, the farmers started finding new means to increase the 

production of their crops. 

These new means were: 

Shift Towards Plough Agriculture practices were significantly transformed by the shift to plough 

agriculture which spread in fertile alluvial river valleys such as those of the Ganga and the Kaveri. 

Use of Iron-Tipped Ploughshare In the areas of high rainfall, the use of iron-tipped ploughshare 

turned the alluvial soil into highly fertile ground. 

Use of Paddy Transplantation Paddy transplantation technique was used in which seeds were first 

broadcast then the saplings were transplanted in water logged fields. This ensured a higher ratio of 

survival of saplings and higher yields and dramatically increased the production of paddy crop. 

Although, this process requires high degree of manual labour. 

Use of Irrigation to Increase Productivity Irrigation was another strategy to increase agricultural 

production. The irrigation was done through wells and tanks and sometimes the canals were used. 

Communities as well as individuals organized the construction of irrigation works. The process of 

construction of irrigation was often recorded in the inscriptions by the kings. 

The use of such technologies led to an increase in agricultural production which ultimately led to a 

growing differentiation amongst people engaged in agriculture. The large landholders and village 

headmen emerged as powerful figures who exercised control over the cultivators or agricultural 

labourers. Thus, there was a remarkable change in the field of agriculture from 6th century BCE. 

Megasthenes mentions a committee with six subcommittees for coordinating military activity. Of 

these, one looked after the navy the second managed transport and provisions, the third was 

responsible for foot-soldiers, the fourth for horses, the fifth for chariots and the sixth for elephants. 

The activities of the second subcommittee were rather varied-arranging for bullock carts to carry 

equipment, and recruiting servants and artisans to look after the soldiers. 

Asoka also tried to hold his empire together by propagating Dhamma, the principles of which were 

simple and virtually universally applicable. This, according to him, would ensure the well-being of 

people in this world and the next. Special officers, known as the Dhamma Mahamatta, were 

appointed to spread the message of Dhamma. 

9. What do you mean by’ Numismatics? How has the study of coins helped the Numismatists to 

reconstruct possible commercial networks?  

Ans: Numismatics is the study of coins, including visual elements such as scripts and images, 

metallurgical analysis and the contexts in which they have been found. 

The study of coins has helped the numismatists to reconstruct the possible commercial networks in 



the following ways: 

Introduction of Coinage for Trade Facilitation: To some extent, exchanges were facilitated by the 

introduction of coinage. A wide range of goods like salt, grain, cloth, metal ores and finished 

products, stone, timber, medicinal plants, etc were carried from one place to another. These 

certainly required some kind of currency for exchange. 

Hence, these led to the development of coinage across the trading cultures. 

Excavation of Punch-marked Coins across the Sub-continent: Punch-marked coins made of silver and 

copper (16th century BCE onwards) were amongst the earliest to be minted and used. These have 

been recovered from excavations at a number of sites throughout the sub-continent. Numismatics 

have studied these and other coins to reconstruct possible commercial networks. 

Kings, Merchants and Bankers as Issuing Authority: Attempts made to identify the symbols on punch-

marked coins with specific ruling dynasties, including the Mauryas, suggest that these were issued by 

kings. It is also likely that merchants, bankers and towns people issued some of these coins. 

Similarity of Kushana Coins with those of Greeks and Parthians: The first gold coins were issued in 1st 

century CE by the Kushanas. These were virtually identical in weight with those issued by 

contemporary Roman emperors and the Parthian rulers of Iran have been found from several sites in 

North India and Central Asia. 

Close Connections with Roman Empire: The widespread use of gold coins indicates the enormous 

value of the transactions that were taking place. Besides, hoards of Roman coins have been found 

from archaeological sites in South India. It is obvious that networks of trade were not confined 

within political boundaries. South India was not a part of the Roman empire, but there were dose 

connections through trade. 

 

 

 


