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NCERT- EXERCISES  (to write and learn) 

What is the main criterion used by the world bank in classifying different 

countries? What are the limitations of this criterion, if any? 

• World bank uses the per capita income as a criterion to classify 

countries 

• This help to compare the developed and undeveloped countries 

• As per the reports of World Bank countries with income of US$12736 

are considered as developed, the countries with income of US$1570 

are called middle income countries, countries with less than US$1045 

are low-income countries. 

The limitations are- 

• It does not show the distribution of income among people. 

• It cannot ensure other facilities like health, education etc 

In what respect is the criterion used by the UNDP for measuring 

development different from the one used by the World Bank? 

The differences are as follows- 

• UNDP measures on basis of literacy rate, gross enrolment ratio and 

health ratio, World Bank compares only on the basis of per capita 

income. 

• UNDP has ranked the countries as first, second, third for comparison, 

but World Bank divides the countries into 3 categories, high income, 

middle and low income countries. 



• UNDP concept of development is broader while World Bank concepts 

are narrower.  

Why do we use averages? Are there any limitations to their use? Illustrate 

with your own examples related to development. 

We use averages because- 

• It is easy to calculate and shows the income of each person in the 

economy. 

• The average is used to compare the progress of a nation. 

• Based on the size of per capita income, we can determine which 

country is developed and which is not 

The limitations are- 

• It does not indicate the distribution of income among people. 

• The averages cannot be taken as an indicator of development 

because it does not meet the qualitative aspects of development like 

health status and education. 

• The average cannot tell us the real income of persons. 

Example- 

Suppose there are only five persons in two countries A and B, the 

distribution of income in country A is in the range of 9500-----10200, where 

as in country B the income of four people is almost 500 but only one person 

earns 48000 from this we come to know the distribution of income in 

country B is unequal, though the average income of both the countries is 

the same, hence the average income should not use per capita to compare 

states. 

Kerala, with lower per income has a better human development ranking 

than Maharashtra. Hence, per capita income is not a useful criterion at all 

and should not be used to compare states. Do you agree? Discuss.  

No, I do not agree with the statement that per income is not useful 

criterion at all. Income is considered one of the most important criteria. 



This is because more income means more of all things that human being 

needs. 

World bank also uses per capita income as the criterion for measuring 

development, i.e comparing states. But this criterion has certain 

limitations.  

• The relationship between human development ranking and the per 

capita income does not show any correspondence.  

• Money cannot buy all the goods and services that we may need to live 

well. For example money cannot buy a pollution free environment. 

• Income by itself is not an adequate indicator of material goods and 

services that citizens are to use. 

Find out the present sources of energy that are used by the people in India. 

What could be the other possibilities fifty years from now? 

• Today, India is using more non- renewable resources like coal, 

electricity, petroleum, natural gas and others. 

• How-ever after fifty years from now, India will be more dependent on 

the use of non-renewable or manmade resources like biogas, thermal 

energy, nuclear energy, atomic fuel, solar energy etc. 

• Due to shortage of present resources India will focus more on 

alternate sources of energy. For example India is facing oil shortage 

throughout the country. For meeting these needs it may import from 

other countries   

Why is the issue of sustainability important for development? 

Sustainable development means fulfillment of the need of present 

generation without compromising the need of future generation. It should 

take place without damaging the environment and development. 

The issue of sustainable is important for development because- 

• Rapid economic growth and industrialization have led to reckless 

exploitation of natural resources, but the stock of these resources like 



crude oil are limited. The growth of all countries in future is likely to 

be endangered if the limited resources are completely exhausted.  

• Though crude oil and minerals are essential for economic 

development their use damages the environment and ecology. They 

cause pollution and disturb the balance in nature. 

“The Earth has enough resources to meet the needs of all but not enough 
to satisfy the greed of even one person.” How is this statement relevant to 

the discussion of development? Discuss. 

• This statement is true on the ground that the natural resources are 

limited and the excessive use of those might affect our survival in the 

future. 

As the resources are less, people need to make the right use of the 

resources. 

• The earth has enough resources to meet the needs of people, but 

people have become so greedy that they resort to some activities that 

threat the exhaustion of these resources. 

• So the government should make strict rules which would prohibit the 

activities. 

List a few examples of environmental degradation that you may have 

observed around you. 

There are many ways through which the environment degradation can 

restrict our development- 

• Unnecessary cutting of trees 

• Use of toxic chemicals and pesticides in the land which reduces the 

fertility of soil. 

• Excessive use of water for the agriculture and industrial use  

• Illegal disposition of chemical and petroleum products into river, 

canals and sea. 

• Illegal killing of animals. 

• Soil erosion. 

• Ozone depletion 



Note- question 1, 2, 3, 12 & 13 to be done by self. 

 


