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Short Questions and answers 

1. What does the sex composition indicate? Why does it vary in different parts of the world? 5 

2. How age structure is an important indicator of population composition? 3 

3. How does the rural and urban composition vary in different parts of the world? 3 

4.  Literate population of a country in an indicator of its socio-economic development. Explain 3 

5.  Discuss the factors responsible for imbalances in the sex-age and occupational structure 

found in different parts of the world. (Textual question) 

5 

Answers 

1. Sex composition indicate the proportion of male and female population in a country. 

It is calculated by  

 

 

 

It indicates the social status of women. 

Those countries where women don’t enjoy equal social status that of male, the sex ratio is 
unfavourable. Means the male outnumbered female. In such countries female suffer from female 

foeticide, female infanticide and domestic violence. Asian countries exhibit unfavourable sex ratio for 

female.  

The world pattern of sex ratio does not exhibit variations in the developed regions of the world. The 

sex ratio is favourable for females in the developed countries. Here female enjoy equal status and 

opportunity as that of man. Like in European countries, female out -numbered male. This is also due 

to male migration. 

2. Age structure represents the number of people of different age groups like;  

• Children (0 to 15) 

•  working population (15 to 59)  

• aged (above 59)   

This is an important indicator of population composition, since a large size of population in the age group 

of 15-59 indicates a large working population like India. 

 A greater proportion of population above 60 years represents an ageing population which requires 

more expenditure on health care facilities. Countries like Japan with low birthrate and high life expectancy 

have such composition. 

Similarly high proportion of young population would mean that the region has a high birth rate and the 

population is youthful for example, Bangladesh or Nigeria. 

3. The age-sex-occupational structure, density of population and level of development vary between rural 

and urban areas. People in urban areas are engaged in secondary and tertiary activities and have better 

living standard like health and educational facilities. 

Rural and urban sex ratio varies from place to place. In western countries, the male out-numbered female 

in rural areas. This is due to the fact that, females from rural areas migrate to urban areas to avail the job 

opportunities. Male remains in rural areas to carry out the farm activities which is highly mechanised. 

 

  In contrast to this, the sex ratio in Asian urban areas remains male dominated due to the predominance 

of male migration. In countries like India, female participation in farming activity in rural area is fairly high. 

Shortage of housing, high cost of living, paucity of job opportunities and lack of security in cities, 

discourage women to migrate from rural to urban areas. 

 

Male Population/ Female Population× 1000 

 



4. Literacy rate denotes the percentage of population above 7 years of age, who is able to read, write and 

have the ability to do arithmetic calculations with understanding. 

High literacy rate means, the educational facilities are developed. Government policy and measures 

to make education accessible is effective. It also reflects the status of women. High female literacy 

rate denotes gender equality. 

In many states of India, we see that the female literacy is low and, in those states, we can also 

observe unfavourable sex ratio for female. 

Literacy rate brings economic development and economic development also improves the literacy 

rate. Hence, Level of economic development is both a cause and consequence of literacy. 

5. Depending upon many factors, the age-sex composition and the occupational structure vary from 

one country to another. 

The age-sex structure of a population refers to the number of females and males in different age groups. 

Age and sex composition depends on birth rate, death rate and life expectancy. It also depends upon 

the sex ratio. 

In developing countries, birth rate is generally high. So, large population is found below 15 years of 

age. These countries generally have imbalanced sex ratio. Bangladesh, Nigeria are such examples. 

 

In developed countries like Australia, the birth rate is low and life expectancy is high. So, higher 

proportion of population is found in working age group. Here female enjoy equal status and female 

life expectancy is more. 

In countries like Japan, where the technological advancement is high, the birth rate is negative. 

Elderly population is found in higher percentage. It suffers from declining growth rate. 

Similarly, occupational structure shows distribution of working population in various occupations 

ranging from primary activities like agriculture, forestry to secondary and tertiary occupation. 

Economically developed countries have higher percentage of population engaged in secondary and tertiary 

sectors, where as developing countries have less developed secondary and tertiary sectors. Hence, more 

population engaged in primary sectors. 

 


