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•Plight of street children who are forced into 

labour early in life and denied the 

opportunity of schooling.

•The callousness of society and the political 

class to the sufferings of the poor.

Theme

• Part 1- Slums of Delhi (Migrated from 

Bangladesh)       Involved in rag picking

• Part 2- Firozabad ( UP) Glass Blowing 

Industry ( Bangle making)

Setting

Part-1 
Saheb Main Characters

Part-2

Mukesh

Author-
Anees 
Jung



 

 

Story Line: Part 1 

❖ Saheb is a young boy from Seemapuri who is a ragpicker. 

❖ His parents migrated from Bangladesh because of famine and started rag 

picking in Seemapuri. 

❖ Saheb and many other children help their parents in earning livelihood by rag 

picking. 

❖ These children do not wear Chappals or shoes; they have their own logic for not 

doing so. 

❖ Saheb loves to wear shoes, attend school, watch Tennis and do better work. 

❖ One day, suddenly he started working in a tea-stall and abandoned rag picking. 

❖ He was paid Rs. 800 and all his meals but lost his freedom. 

 

 

Part 2- 

 

❖ Mukesh is from Firozabad (UP), 

❖ Main occupation of people in Firozabad is making bangles. They have been 

doing it from generations. 

❖ They consider it as a divine work and don’t want anyone to change their means 
of survival. 

❖ There are many hazards in bangle making and they are in the web of poverty. 

❖ Police and other people of society don’t encourage them to form trade unions 
and they are exploited. 

❖ Mukesh wants to break the barrier by becoming motor mechanic. 
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Important Expressions: 

 

 
 

Looking for  -

Searching

Slog their daylight 

hours- work very hard all 

through the day

Imposed the baggage on 

the child- forced the 

burden on the child

Dark hutments-

number of dingy huts

Perpetual state of 

poverty- continuous 

condition of being poor



 

Questions for practice: 

Short Answer Questions (30-40 words) 

1. Who is Saheb? How can you say his name is ironic? 

2. What does the reference to chappals in “Lost Spring” tell us about the economic 
condition of the rag pickers? 

3. The author says that Seemapuri is a place on the periphery of Delhi yet miles 

away from it, metaphorically. What is the meaning of her statement? 

4. What makes the city of Firozabad famous? 

5. Why can’t the bangle makers organise themselves into a co-operative? 

Long Answer Questions (120-150 words)  

1. “For the children it is wrapped in wonder, for the elders it is a means of 

survival.” What kind of life do the ragpickers of Seemapuri lived? 

 

2. It is illegal to employ children in the bangle industry. Even then many children 

are employed in this industry in Firozabad. How? 
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