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VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS: 

1. Who was John Marshall? How did he mark a change in the Indian archaeology?  

Answer: John Marshall was the Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of India. His 

contribution in the Indian Archaeology can be understood by the following points: 

 He announced the discovery of new civilization i.e. Indus valley civilization. 

 He helped in the preservation or conservation of Sanchi Stupa. 

2. Who was R.E.M Wheeler? Mention any one of his contributions in the field of archaeology?  

 

Answer: R.E.M Wheeler was the Director-General of tire Archaeological Survey of India. 

He was the first person who recognized that it was necessary’ to follow the stratigraphy of the 
mound rather than dig mechanically along uniform horizontal line which rectified the previous 

problems faced by the archaeologists. 

 3. Who was Cunningham? Mention any one account used by him to locate the early settlements of 

Harappan’ civilisation.  
 

Answer: Cunningham was the first Director General of the Archaeological Survey of India who began 

archaeological excavation in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Cunningham used the accounts left by Chinese Buddhist pilgrims who visited the subcontinent 

between the 4th and 7th century CE to locate early settlements. 

4. How were Harappa seals and sealings used to facilitate long distance communication? What did 

the sealings convey?  

 

Answer: Harappa seals and sealings were used to facilitate long distance communication. The mouth 

of the bag of goods was tied up with rope and on the knot was affixed some wet clay on which one 

or more seals were pressed, leaving an impression. This sealing conveyed that if the bag reached 

with its sealing intact, then it had not been tampered with and also it conveyed the true identity of 

the sender of the goods.  

5. Mention the two sections of the Harappan settlements and give one main feature of each. 

 

or 



 

Give two features of the Harappan settlements?  

Answer: The Harappan settlements were divided into two sections, i.e. the Citadel and the Lower 

Town. 

There features are: 

 The Citadel was smaller but higher than the Lower Town and was walled. 

 In the Lower Town, several buildings were built on platforms and all building activity within the 

city was restricted to a fixed area on the platforms. 

 6. Give any two features of Harappan writing.  

Answer: Harappan seals usually have a line of writing, which remains undeciphered still today. Its 

features are: 

 It is not alphabetical and has too many signs, somewhere between 375 and 400. 

 The script is written from right to left. 

 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS: 

7. How did architectural features of Mohenjodaro indicate planning? Support the statement with 

examples.  

 

Answer: The most unique feature of the Harappan Civilisation was the development of urban 

centres. Mohenjodaro is the most well-known site of Harappan Civilisation. 

The following are the most unique architectural feature of Mohenjodaro: Citadel It was smaller but 

higher. It was walled and was physically separated from the lower town. Here the buildings were 

constructed with mud, bricks platform. Here, we find some structures that were probably used for 

special public purposes. These include the warehouse, a massive structure and the ‘Great Bath’. The 
uniqueness of the structure of ‘Great Bath’ suggested that it was meant for some kind of special 
ritual bath. 

The Lower Town The lower town was also walled. Several buildings were built on platforms, which 

served as foundations. All building activity within the city was restricted to a fixed area on the 

platforms. Sun-dried or baked bricks were used at all Harappan settlements. 

The courtyard of the houses was the centre of activities like cooking and weaving, particularly during 

hot and dry weather. There were no windows in the walls along the ground level. Besides, the main 

entrance did not give a direct view of the interior or the courtyard. 

Drainage System Mohenjodaro had carefully planned drainage system. The roads and the streets 



were laid out along an approximate ‘grid’ pattern, intersecting at right angles. It seems that streets 
with drains were laid out first and then houses built along them. 

Every house had its own bathroom paved with bricks, with drains connected through the walls, to 

the street drains. Drainage systems were not only unique to the larger cities, but were found in 

smaller settlements also. All these features indicated that Mohenjodaro had a well planned 

architectural system. 

8.“The archaeological records provide no immediate answer to the Harappa’s central authority”. 
Analyse different views given in the same.  

 Answer: If we want to analyse the concept of central authority of Harappan civilisation, the 

archaeological findings provide no immediate answer. In support of these, some reasons have given 

by some archaeologists: 

 At the site of Mohenjodaro, a large building was found, but there were no such specific 

evidences which could have any association with it. 

 A stone statue was found at the site of Mohenjodaro labelled as the ‘priest king’. It was so 
because archaeologists had prior information of such statue found at the site of Sind and 

which was labelled as the priest king. But till date, the ritual practices of Harappans have not 

been understood. So, there are no reasons of knowing whether those who performed ritual 

practices also held some political power. 

 On the other hand, some archaeologists have also the view that there were no rulers in the 

Harappan society. According to them, all enjoyed equal status. 

 Other archaeologists feel that there was no single ruler, but there were several rulers. 

 Even some scholars argued that there was a single state which is evident from the similar 

artefacts, the planned settlements, the standardised bricks. 

9. What are the aspects of Harappan economy that have been reconstructed from archaeological 

evidence?  

 Answer: The aspects of Harappan economy that have been reconstructed from the archaeological 

evidences are: 

Agriculture From the evidences, it has been found that the agriculture was one of the most 

important source of food. 

Evidences such as charred grains have been found in the Harappan Civilisation. The seeds like wheat, 

barley, lentil, chickpea and sesame were cultivated in the Harappa whereas millets were found in 

Gujarat. The evidence of rice cultivation was not there. Evidence of agriculture was easy to find out, 

but there is difficulty to find out agricultural practices. From the finds of terracotta sculpture, it has 

been assumed that the oxen were used for ploughing the land. Moreover, terracotta models of 

plough also have been found at the sites in Ebolistan (Thar desert), Pakistan. 

The field had two sets of furrows at right angles to each other. The irrigation was also known to the 

Harappans. Traces of canals, well also have been found at the Harappan site of Shortughai in 

Afghanistan. Besides these finds, several water reservoirs also have been traced which may have 

been used for the irrigation of agriculture. 

Animal Domestication From the finds of bones of animals such as sheep, goat, cow, oxen, buffalo, 



etc, it has been assumed that the domestication of animals was also there. 

Procurement of Crafts Prevalence of artefacts such as pottery sculptures, bead making, seal and 

sealing’s were also there. Besides these, weaving, building construction, jewellery-making were 

there. Trade The Harappans had long distance communication, it is evident from the finds of seals 

and sealings of Harappans in the distant sites of Mesopotamia. 

From the finds of certain metals such as bronze, copper and gold in Harappa which was procured in 

different sites, these metals were traded with the other distant civilisations developed in Oman. 

Archaeologists think that there were communication between Oman, Bahrain or Mesopotamia with 

the Harappan Civilisation. 

10. What are the evidences found by the archaeologists which show that the Harappans had 

contacts with distant lands? Does it show that the contact proved to have good trade relations with 

each other.  

 or 

 

To what extent had the Harappans established trade relations with the world?  

 Answer: The archaeologists found many evidences which show that the Harappans had contacts 

with distant lands. The important evidences are 

1. Recent archaeological finds suggest that copper was probably brought from Oman, on the South-

Eastern tip of the Arabian found Peninsula. Moreover chemical analysis proved traces of nickel both 

in Omani copper and Harappan artefacts. This suggests a common origin of both. 

2. A large Harappan jar coated with a thick layer of black clay was found at Omani sites. It is possible 

that the Harappans exchanged the contents of these vessels for Omani copper. 

3. Mesopotamian texts of third millennium BCE referred that copper came from a region called 

Magan. Historians thought that probably it was another name of Oman. Mesopotamian texts also 

mentioned contact with regions named Dilmun (probably the Island of Bahrain), Magan and 

Meluhha, possibly the Harappan region. Meluhha was a land of seafarers. Many products of 

Meluhha were mentioned. These were carnelian, lapis lazuli, copper, gold and varieties of wood. 

4. Other archaeological finds suggest of long distance contacts which include Harappan seals, 

weights, dice and beads. All these evidences suggest that Harappan Civilisation was connected with 

Oman, Bahrain or Mesopotamia by sea. 

5. Depictions of ships and boats on seals indicate the trade relations between different countries. 

6. Cylinder seal found in Mesopotamia has humped bull motif which can be derived from the Indus 

region. The round ‘Persian Gulf seal found in Bahrain sometimes carries Harappan motifs. Local 



‘Dilmun’ weights followed the Harappan standard. 

All these evidences show that Harappan civilisation had good trade relations with other regions. 

 


