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ABOUT THE AUTHOR-  

Colin Dexter was born in Stamford, Lincolnshire, to Alfred and Dorothy Dexter. He had an elder brother, John, a fellow 
classicist, who taught Classics at The King's School, Peterborough, and a sister, Avril. Alfred ran a small garage and taxi 
company from premises in Scotgate, Stamford. Dexter was educated at St. John's Infants School, Bluecoat Junior School, 
from which he gained a scholarship to Stamford School, a boys' public school, where one of his contemporaries was the 
England international cricket captain and England international rugby player M. J. K. Smith. In 1996, Dexter received 
a Macavity Award for his short story "Evans Tries an O-Level". In 1980, he was elected a member of the by-invitation-
only Detection Club. In 2005 Dexter became a Fellow by Special Election of St Cross College, Oxford. In 2000 Dexter was 
appointed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire for services to literature. In 2001 he was awarded the Freedom of the 
City of Oxford. In September 2011, the University of Lincoln awarded Dexter an honorary Doctor of Letters degree.  

                                                                            

JUSTIFICATION OF THE TITLE-  

The term `O-Level' in the story refers to the basic test. This examination is at the centre of Evans' successful escape. It is in 
the guise of taking the O-level exam in German that Evans plans and executes his escape successfully. 

Characters- 

1. The secretary of the examinations board. 

2. The Governor of the H.M. Prison Oxford. 

3. James Roderick Evans (Popularly known as Evans the break, the protagonist of the story) and a prisoner. 

4. Mr Stephens, a Prison Officer 

5. Mr Jackson, a Prison Officer 

6. Stuart McLerry- An Invigilator (Parson) 

7. Mr Carter – Detective Superintendent 

8. Mr Bell- Detective Chief Inspector 
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Points to remember- 

THEME- The theme of the story Evans Tries an ‘O’ Level is a clever escape planned by a convict on the pretense of taking 

a language exam in prison. The convict even after being caught, still has the last laugh and makes his escape. 
IMPORTANT EXPRESSIONS- 

1. The Story tells about Evans, a prisoner who wants to appear in an ‘O’ Level exam in German, to escape. 

2. He is cunning and contrives to dodge the authority. 

3. The prison authority arranges his test in his cell and beef up security there. 

4. Prison officer Stephens keeps on watching in the cell after every minute, through the peephole. 

                                                                       
5. After sometime, prison authority receives a call from the Examinations Board regarding a correction slip. 

6. Evans got the permission from the invigilator to put a blanket around him as he was feeling cold. 

7. McLeery, the invigilator (Evans’s man) leaves the prison escorted by Stephens on the order of the governor of the prison. 
8. Stephens finds a person on Evans chair in wounded conditions. 

9. The wounded invigilator (Actual Evans) tells them that Evans (here McLerry) has gone towards Else field way towards  

Heading ton round about, but he could not be traced later. 

10. He accompanies the police party to help it find the culprit. 

11. The detective superintendent informs the governor, of Evans being near Else field way towards Heading ton round about,  

but he could not be traced later. 

12. He also informs that the wounded invigilator has been sent to the Redcliffs hospital. 

13. The hospital informs that there is no patient there and no one knows him. 

14. Then, the governor understands that the wounded invigilator is actual Evans. The real invigilator, the real McLerry is 

found tied in the study since 8:15 am. 

15. The analysis of the hints help the governor nab Evans again. He is staying in the hotel Golden Lion in Chipping Norton. 

 

16. He confesses everything but again flees away. 

17. He outsmarts the authorities fourth time and has the ‘Last Laugh’. 
Some Important Points: 

Security Arrangements during Exam: 

1. Shaving razors and nail scissors are taken away. 

2. A microphone is fitted in the cell so that Governor himself listens to the conversation. 

3. The thorough checking of McLerry, the invigilator. 

4. The wooden furniture have been placed opposite to each other. 

5. Senior police officers Jackson and Stephens arranged to have a strict vigil. 

The significance of 313/271 (Index no 4, Centre no.) 

The governor put the two together with the help of ‘Ordinance Survey Map’ for Oxfordshire and reaches hotel. The purpose of  
clues on the superimposed photocopied sheet attached to the question paper. 

1. Final details of escape plan. 

2. To make the authorities believe that the wounded man actually McLerry. 

3. To mislead authorities at every step and to get them play to Evans’ tunes. 
Think as you read: 



1. Why did the injured McLerry offer to help the prison officers track Evans? 

2. Where did Evans go? 

3. How does the correction slip help the escape of the Evans? 

4. Who do you think has outwitted the other- Evans or the Governor? How? 
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