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Case Based questions 

Chapter-7 

1. Read the following passages and answer the questions that follow: 

Niccolo Machiavelli wrote about human nature in the fifteenth chapter of his book, 

The Prince (1513).So, leaving aside imaginary things, and referring only to those which 

truly exist, I say that whenever men are discussed (and especially princes, who are 

more exposed to view), they are noted for various qualities which earn them either 

praise or condemnation. Some, for example, are held to be generous, and others 

miserly. Some are held to be benefactors, others are called grasping; some cruel, 

some compassionate; one man faithless, another faithful; one man effeminate and 

cowardly, another fierce and courageous; one man courteous, another proud; one 

man lascivious, another pure; one guileless, another crafty; one stubborn, another 

flexible; one grave, another frivolous; one religious, another sceptical; and so forth. 

Machiavelli believed that ‘all men are bad and ever ready to display their vicious 
nature partly because of the fact that human desires are insatiable’. The most 
powerful motive Machiavelli saw as the incentive for every human action is self-

interest. 

 

1.1Who was Niccolo Machiavelli? 

Ans. Niccolo Machiavelli was a famous historian of Florence. He is regarded as the 

Father of the Modern Political Science. 

 

1.2 Why was he famous for? 

Ans. Machiavelli wrote ‘The Prince’ in 1513. In it, he described the political problems 

of that period which Italy had to face. He also laid the principles of administration. 

 

1.3 What did Niccolo Machiavelli believe in? 

Ans. He believed that all men are bad and ever ready to display their vicious nature 

partly because of the fact that human desires are insatiable. The most powerful 

motive for every action is self-interest. 

 

2.Read the following excerpt and answer the following questions:  

Giovanni Pico della Mirandola (1463-94), a humanist of Florence, wrote on the 

importance of debate in On the Dignity of Man (1486). For [Plato and Aristotle] it was 

certain that, for the attainment of the knowledge of truth they were always seeking 

for themselves, nothing is better than to attend as often as possible the exercise of 

debate. For just as bodily energy is strengthened by gymnastic exercise, so beyond 



doubt in this wrestling-place of letters, as it were, energy of mind becomes far 

stronger and more vigorous.’ 
 

2.1 What do you know about Giovanni Pico dellaMirandola? What did he write? 

Ans. Giovanni Pico dellaMirandola was an Italian Renaissance philosopher. He wrote 

on the importance of debate in ‘On the Dignity of Man’. At the age of 23, he proposed 
to defend religions, philosophy, natural philosophy and magic against all the outcomes 

about which he had written a famous book “On the Dignity of Man.” 

 

2.2 What did he say about the importance of debate in ‘On the Dignity of Man’?  

Ans. He discussed the importance of debate in “On the ‘Dignity of Man’. For Plato and 
Aristotle, it was certain that, for the attainment of the knowledge of truth they were 

always seeking for themselves, nothing is better than to attend as often as possible 

the exercise of debate. 

 

2.3 Name the two spheres in which Renaissance brought about revolutionary changes. 

Ans. The two spheres in which Renaissance brought about revolutionary changes 

were: 

Social sphere of life in Europe 

Political sphere of life in Europe 

 

3.Read the following excerpt and answer the following questions:  

William Tyndale (1494-1536), an English Lutheran who translated the Bible into 

English in 1506, defended Protestantism thus: ‘In this they be all agreed, to drive you 
from the knowledge of the scripture, and that ye shall not have the text thereof in the 

mother-tongue, and to keep the world still 

in darkness, to the intent they might sit in the consciences of the people, through vain 

superstition and false doctrine, to satisfy their proud ambition, and insatiable 

covetousness, and to exalt their own honour above king and emperor, yea, and above 

God himself… Which thing only moved me to translate the New Testament. Because I 
had perceived by experience, how that it was impossible to establish the lay-people in 

any truth, except the scripture were plainly laid before their eyes in their mother- 

tongue, that they might see the process, order, and meaning of the text.’ 
 

3.1 What do you know about William Tyndale? 

Ans. William Tyndale was an English Lutheran. He translated the Bible into English 

 

3.2 What were his objectives to translate the Bible into English? 

Ans. To make available the copies of the Bible to the layman. 

To expose the malpractices indulged by the church on the name of the text written in 

it (i.e. the Bible). 

 



3.3 What were the issues on which the Protestants criticized the Catholic Church? 

Write any two issues. 

 

Ans. They criticized the Catholic Church on following issues: 

The Protestants also criticized the Catholic Church because of immoral and luxurious 

life led by the church men. 

Sale of ‘Letter of Indulgence’ by the church to those people who had committed sins. 

 

Chapter-9 

1.Read the following excerpt and answer the following questions:  

 

In his novel, ‘Hard Times’, Charles Dickens,(1812-70) perhaps the most severe 

contemporary critic of the horrors of industrialization for the poor, wrote a fictional 

account of an industrial town he aptly called Coke town.  

‘It was a town of red brick or of brick would have been red if the smoke and ash had 
allowed it; but as matters stood it was a town of unnatural red and black like the 

painted face of a savage. It was a town of machinery and tall chimneys, out of which 

interminable serpents of smoke trailed themselves forever and ever and never got 

uncoiled. It had a black canal in it, and a river that ran purple with ill-smelling dye, and 

vast piles of building full of windows where there was a rattling and trembling all day 

long, and where the piston of the steam-engine worked monotonously up and down, 

like the head of an elephant in a state of melancholy madness.  

”  
 

1.1What was criticized by Charles Dickens?  

Ans: Charles Dickens was the most severe contemporary critic of the horrors of 

industrialization for the poor. 

 

1.2 What did he write about the pathetic condition of towns?  

Ans: He imagined a town called Coketown and wrote that it was a town of red bricks if 

the smoke and ashes had allowed it or it was a town of unnatural red and black like 

the painted face of a savage. It was a town of machinery and tall chimneys which send 

out smoke ever and never got uncoiled. It had a black canal in it full of waste industrial 

water.  

 

1.3 Which moral value does this expert depict?  

Ans: The loss of natural quality of the environment. 

 

2.Read the following passage and answer the following questions:  

D.H Lawrence (1885-1930), British essayist and novelist, writing seventy years after 

Dickens, described the change in a village in the coal-belt ,change which he had not 

experienced, but about which he had heard from older people.  



‘ Eastwood ….. must have been a tiny village at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, a small place of cottages and fragmentary rows of little four -roomed miner’s 
dwellings, the homes of the old colliery… But somewhere about 1820 the company 
must have sunk the first big shaft…… and installed the first machinery of the real 
industrial colliery……Most of the little rows of dwellings were pulled down, and dull 

little shops began to rise along the Nottingham Road, While on the down -slope…. the 
company erected what is still known as the New buildings ….little four-room houses 

looking outward into the grim , blank street , and the back looking into the desert of 

the square, shut in like a barracks enclosure, very strange.”  
 

2.1 Who was D.H. Lawrence?  

Ans: D. H. Lawrence was an English novelist, poet, playwright, essayist, literary critic 

and painter.  

 

2.2 What does his work reflect?  

Ans: His collected works represent an extended reflection upon the dehumanizing 

effects of modernity and industrialization.  

 

2.3 What changes he described in a village in the coal-belt?  

Ans: (i) He wrote that Eastwood was a tiny village with a small place of cottages and 

fragmentary rows.  

(ii)But after 1820, the first big shaft and the first machinery of the real industrial 

colliery was installed with industries, and new shops came into being.  

(iii)The company made its new building as well. 

 

3.Read the following passage and answer the following questions:  

Edward Carpenter eloquently described such cities in about 1881, In his poem ‘ In a 
manufacturing Town  

‘As I walked restless and despondent through the gloomy cities , And saw the eager 
unresting to and fro-as of ghosts in some sulphureous Hades-  

And saw the crowds of tall chimneys going up, and the pall of smoke covering the sun, 

covering the earth, lying heavy against the very ground-  

And saw the huge-refuse heaps writhing with children picking them over,  

And the ghastly half- roofless smoke-blackened houses and the black river flowing 

below,-  

As, I saw these , and as I saw again faraway the capitalist quarter,  

With its Villa residences and its high walled gardens and its well- appointed carriages, 

and its face turned away from the wriggling poverty which made it rich,….  
I shuddered.’  
 

3.1 Who wrote this? Write the name of the poem from which it was taken?  

Ans: It has been written by Edward Carpenter and it was taken from the poem ‘ “In a 



manufacturing Town’  
 

3.2 What does this poem describes about the conditions of habitation for workers?  

Ans. Edward Carpenter describes the conditions of habitation for workers in his poem- 

“ the ghastly half- roofless smoke-blackened houses and the black river flowing 

below,-And I saw the huge-refuse heaps writhing with children picking them over”  
 

3.3 What does this poem describes about the capitalist quarter?  

Ans: The Poem describes about the capitalist quarters, which is villa residences with 

high walled gardens and well appointed carriages which made him rich.  

 

Chapter-10 

1.Read the following passage and answer the following questions:  

It is interesting to note that another writer, Washington Irving, much younger than 

Wordsworth and who had actually met native people, described them quite 

differently. 

‘The Indians I have had an opportunity of seeing in real life are quite different from 
those described in poetry…Taciturn they are, it is true, when in company with white 
men, whose goodwill they distrust and whose language they do not understand; but 

the white man is equally taciturn under like circumstances. When the Indians are 

among themselves, they are great mimics, and entertain themselves excessively at the 

expense of the whites… who have supposed them impressed with profound respect 

for their grandeur and dignity… The white men (as I have witnessed) are prone to 
treat the poor Indians as little better than animals.’ 
 

1.1 Who is the author of this passage? How did he describe a native? 

Ans.This passage is written by Washington Irving. According to him, the native might 

be impressed by the grandeur and dignity of ‘whites’ but he saw through distrust and 
goodwill of the whites. He regarded them as great mimics who entertain themselves 

excessively at the expense of the whites. 

 

1.2 How did William Wordsworth and French philosopher Rousseau view the natives 

differently? 

Ans. Rousseau viewed the natives as ‘the noble savages’. The poet William 
Wordsworth depicted them as living amid wilds with limited powers of emotions and 

imagination. 

 

1.3 What are the different names used in English to describe native peoples of New 

World? 

Ans. Different names/terms that are used in English to describe the native peoples of 

New World are Aborigines, Aboriginal, American Indians, Amerind, Red Indians, Native 

Americans, etc. 



 

2.Read the following passage and answer the following questions:  

Thomas Jefferson, third President of the USA, and a contemporary of Wordsworth, 

spoke of the natives in words that would lead to a public outcry today: 

This unfortunate race which we have been taking so much pains to civilize… have 
justified extermination. 

 

2.1 Who was Thomas Jefferson? 

Ans. Thomas Jefferson was the third President of the USA. 

 

2.2 Why was Thomas Jefferson known for? 

Ans. Thomas Jefferson was a renowned author. He wrote the book “Declaration of 
Independence.” 

 

2.3 What were his views about native Americans? 

Ans. Thomas Jefferson was always in favor of the native Americans. He was of the 

opinion that this unfortunate race has suffered a lot to civilize the others. 

 

3.Read the following passage and answer the following questions: 

‘Kathy my sister with the torn heart, 
I don’t know how to thank you 

For your Dreamtime stories of joy and grief 

Written on paperbark. 

You were one of the dark children 

 I wasn’t allowed to play with 

Riverbank campers, the wrong colour  

(I couldn’t turn you white.) 

So it was late I met you, 

Late I began to know 

They hadn’t told me the land I loved 

Was taken out of your hands.’ 
 

-‘Two Dreamtimes’, written for Oodgeroo Noonuccal 
 

3.1 What do you know about Judith Wright? 

Ans: Judith Wright was an Australian writer, who championed for the rights of 

Australian aborogines. She also wrote many poems about the loss made by the white 

people and the natives apart. 

 

3.2 How did the European settlers treat the natives? 

Ans. The European settlers forced the natives to evacuate their lands and deprived 

them of their resources. Some of them were employed by European settlers in their 



farms under the conditions of work, which were very different from slavery. 

 

3.3 How did things begin to change for the natives in Australia? 

Ans. The European settlers forced the natives to evacuate their lands and deprived 

them of their resources. Some of them were employed by European settlers in their 

farms under the conditions of work, which were very different from slavery. 

Ans. “Multiculturalism” was adopted as the official policy in Australia. Under this 
policy, equal respect was given to native cultures and to the different cultures of the 

immigrants from Europe and Asia. 
  

 


