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Textual Questions Answers 

Question 1.  

Why is Bholi’s father worried about her ? 

Answer:  

Bholi was not like other children. She fell off a cot as a child due to which 

her brain was slightly damaged. She learnt to speak very late and used 

to stammer. Her face and whole body was covered with pockmarks. 

Thus, her father was worried about her marriage prospects. 

Question 2. 

For what unusual reasons is (was) Bholi sent to school ? 

Answer:  

As Ramlal is a government official and the Tehsildar has asked Ramlal to 

send his daughters to the new school in his village, Bholi is sent to 

school just to satisfy the Tehsildar. As Ramlal’s wife feels that sending 
girls to school affects their marriage prospects adversely, she does not 

want to send any of her daughters to school. However, Bholi, with her 

pock-marked face and dull brain,it will not be possible to get married 

anyway, so Bholi’s parents decide to send her to school to satisfy the 
Tehsildar. 

Question 3.  

Did Bholi enjoy her first day at school ? 



Answer:  

Bholi was afraid at first. She even wept when the teacher asked her 

name. She just sat in a corner. But, the beautiful pictures on the 

classroom wall attracted her. The gentle, kind and loving manner of her 

teacher made her comfortable. She was looking forward to her new life 

by the time the first day ended. Thus, although initially she did not enjoy 

it, but by the time she went home she had liked school. 

Question 4.  

Does she find her teacher different from the people at home ? 

Answer:  

Bholi has been a neglected child at home. She is never bathed nor her 

clothes are washed. She is criticised and everyone made fun of her. But, 

she finds her teacher to be entirely different. Her teacher does not make 

fun of her ugliness or her stammering. She encourages her tenderly. Her 

affection deeply touches Bholi’s heart. 

Question 5.  

Why do Bholi’s parents accept Bishamber’s marriage proposal ? 

Answer:  

Bholi’s parents accepted Bishamber’s marriage proposal as he is a well-
to-do grocer and has not asked for any dowry. 

Question 6.  

Why does the marriage not take place ? 

Answer:  

At the time of marriage, Bishamber asked for a dowry of five thousand 
rupees because he sees Bholi’s pock-marked face. Ramlal has no 
choice but to pay. But, Bholi refuses to marry the greedy man. She 
asserts her rights and dignity. Thus the marriage party is turned away. 
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Question 1.  

Bholi had many apprehensions about going to school. What made her 

feel that she was going to a better place than her home ? 

Answer:  

The day she was going to school forced her parents to dress her nicely. 

She was bathed and her hair was properly done. Until then she was not 

being taken care of. The special treatment she received made her feel 

that she was going to a better place. 

Question 2.  

How did Bholi’s teacher play an important role in changing the course of 
her life? 

Answer:  

Bholi stammered and was just a bundle of nerves when she attended 

school in the beginning. Her teacher treated her kindly and encouraged 

her to have confidence and be bold. She taught her to read and write 

and made her an independent girl who was aware of her rights. Thus, 

she changed her life. 

Question 3.  

Why did Bholi at first agree to an unequal match? Why did she later 

reject the marriage? What does this tell us about her? 

Answer:  

Bholi agreed to the match at first to fulfil her parents’ wishes. Later on, 
she rejected the marriage when the bridegroom asked for dowry. This 

tells us that Bholi was not a timid – and dumb girl. She was aware of her 

rights. She also knew how to fight for her own dignity and feared no one. 

Question 4.  

Bholi’s real name is Sulekha. We are told this right at the beginning. But 
only in the last but one paragraph of the story is Bholi called Sulekha 

again. Why do you think she is called Sulekha at that point in the story? 



Answer:  

The word Bholi means a simpleton. Throughout the story she had been a 
simpleton who hardly expressed her opinion on any matter. The word 
Sulekha means ‘a person with a beautiful sense of letters’. In this story 
this word has a larger meaning of being a literate, intelligent and mature 
individual. After her education, Bholi has really changed to Sulekha and 
her assertion at the time of her marriage is her announcement to the 
world that she is no more a Bholi, but is a Sulekha. 

 

Talk About It 

Question 1.  

Bholi’s teacher helped her overcome social barriers by encouraging and 
motivating her. How do you think you can contribute towards changing 

the social attitudes illustrated in this story? 

Answer:  

We can contribute by saying no to taking or giving dowry. We must not 

discriminate between a boy and a girl. Both should be given equal rights 

and opportunities to grow. We must also learn to respect those who are 

differently abled and treat them at par. 

Question 2.  

Should girls be aware of their rights, and assert them? Should girls and 

boys have the same rights, duties and privileges? What are some of the 

ways in which society treats them differently? When we speak of ‘human 
rights’, do we differentiate between girls’ rights and boys’ rights? 

Answer:  

Yes, there is a differentiation between girl’s and boy’s rights. Although 
equal in the eyes of law, society treats them differently. Parents spend 

more on a boy’s education than that of a girl. A girl is just trained to be a 
wife and mother. Boys have special privileges in matters of food, career 

or freedom. Girl’s must be aware of their rights to exercise them. They 



must utilise their education to preserve their self – reliance and dignity. 

They must be ready to demand their due and even fight for it. 

Extra Questions 

Question 1.  

‘Dowry is negation of the girl’s dignity’. Discuss with reference to the 

story ‘Bholi’. 

Answer:  

A girl is an individual in her own right. Equal opportunities in life can help 

her become independent and strong. She is not a burdensome object to 

be given away with money as compensation. Thus, dowry negates the 

girl’s dignity and self -respect. The story ‘Bholi’ shows this in a dramatic 
manner. Bholi is thought to be ugly and dumb by her parents. So, they 

are willing to pay dowry to an old man with a limp. So that he marries 

her. Bholi, on the other hand, refuses to marry that man. She is 

educated; assertive and capable of taking care of herself. She dedicates 

her life to service of her parents and teaching at school. 

Question 2.  

Bholi chose a dignified life of service rather than surrendering herself to 

a greedy old man for the rest of her life. Education provides the required 

stimulus to overcome one’s personal barriers. Explain the role of 
education in shaping the life of a child with respect to the lesson ‘Bholi’.  

Answer: 

Education is the answer to all social ills. Illiteracy and ignorance bring 

nothing but poverty, suffering and misery. Bholi lacks confidence initially 

because of her disabilities. She is silent, timid and weak in mind. Her 

ugliness and her stammer do not let her progress. She is afraid to speak 

as others make fun of her. School changes her life completely. It opens a 

new world of hope for her. Her teacher treats her with love and 

kindness. Her affection and support help Bholi to have faith in herself. 

She studies and grows into a confident young woman. She knows her 



rights and she assert them as well. She refuses to marry a man who 

demands dowry. Thus, being educated changes the life of Bholi. 

Question 3.  

“Put the fear out of your heart and you will be able to speak like anyone 

else”. These words of encouragement from the teacher highlight that 
change of social attitude and encouragement can help a child like Bholi 

to become confident and face the world bravely. Taking help from the 

lesson ‘Bholi’ write how the social attitude towards Bholi made her an 

introvert. What should be done to help such children to face the world 

bravely? 

Answer:  

Bholi suffered a weak mind due to her accident (falling from her cot) 

during her infancy. She also started to a stammer while speaking. Then 

she became ugly due to pock-marks on her face and body on 

contracting the smallpox disease. All these made her family and other 

children treat her badly, resulting in her becoming an introvert. To help 

such children face the world bravely, we must treat them with love and 

affection and encourage them to join mainstream society. We must not 

mock their disabilities; instead we should give them hope that they can 

be as good as the other children by motivating and uplifting them 
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FORMAT 

Sender’s Address 
 
Date 
 
Receiver’s Address 
 
 
Subject: _____________________ 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
 
Body of the letter 

• Ref. to quotation dated 
• List of requirement/items to be ordered 
• Date on which delivery is required 
• Mode of payment 
• Items to be in good condition and as per requirement. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Name 

Designation 

 

 



 

 

Sample Letter 

Question 1: You are Nidhi/Rashmi. You are the Manager of New Age Computer 

Shoppe at Ganesh Nagar Delhi. Write a letter to the incharge of Enfotech, 

Preet Vihar, Delhi, placing an order for a few laptops like, Dell, HP, Lenovo, 

and ASUS for your shop. 

 

New Age Computer Shoppe 
Ganesh Nagar 
Delhi 
 

24 April 20XX 
 

The Incharge 
Enfotech 
Preet Vihar Delhi 
 

Subject: Placing an order for laptops 

Dear Sir  

Please refer to your quotation dated 2 April 20XX along with item list. I am 
pleased to place an order for the following items as per terms and rates 

mentioned in the quotations.  

Name of the items & Brand Ram No. of items 

Dell 8 GB 50 



HP 4 GB 60 

Lenovo 4 GB 30 

ASUS 8 GB 20 

Needless to say that all the ordered items should reach to us in a good 
condition. Any damage during transportation will be your responsibility. 
Although, with an association such as ours which is more than a decade, we 
have not had any grounds to complain about any of the goods in terms of 
quality or delivery, it becomes mandatory to write that the goods should reach 
us in excellent condition. The payment will be made on delivery as per the 
agreement. 

Yours faithfully 
Nidhi 
Manager, New Age Computer 

 

 

Question 2. 

You are Nalini/Vishal, Hostel Warden, Zennith Public School, Kosikalan, Uttar 

Pradesh. Write a letter to the Sales Manager, Bharat Electronics and 

Domestic Appliances Ltd., New Delhi, placing an order for a few fans, 

microwaves, ovens and geysers that you wish to purchase for the hostel. Also 

ask for discount permissible on the purchase. 

Answer: 

Zenith Public School 
Nehru Road Kosikalan 
Uttar Pradesh XXXXX 



 
Ref. No.: 9365/16521 
26 January 20XX 

 
The Sales Manager 
Bharat Electronics and Domestic Appliances Ltd. 
Daryaganj, New Delhi 1100XX 

Subject: Placing order for domestic appliances 

Dear Sir 
We are pleased to place an order for the following items. Kindly send these at 
the above mentioned address through transport carefully as per the prices 
already negotiated. 

Name of the Items No. of Items Brand 

Fans 48″ 50 Bajaj 

Microwave oven 25 LG 

Bulbs 60 W 100 Philips 

Tubelights 40 W 100 Nova 

Kindly ensure that all the items are in good condition and packed properly. 
The items must be delivered within 15 days of the issue of this letter. Any 
damage charges during transportation will be borne by you. Further kindly 

note that the transportation will be paid by you. 

Yours faithfully 
Nalini 
(Hostel Warden) 

Home Assignment 

Write a letter to Delhi Sports, Daryaganj, New Delhi, placing an order for 

sports articles like footballs, cricket balls, Tennis balls and cricket bats to be 

supplied to your school. Sign as Ravi/Raveena, Sports 

 

You are Rakesh/Sonia of Cambridge Senior Secondary School, Noida. Write a 

letter to the Sales Manager, Orient Blackson, Noida, placing an order for some 

books for your schol library. 

 


