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CONCEPT OF ENVIRONMENT:         

 
According to the Environment (Protection) Act 1986, "Environment includes water, air and land and the  

interrelationship which exists among and between water, air, land and human beings and other creatures, 

plants, micro-organisms and property." 

The above definition suggests that:  

(i) There are physical (or abiotic) as well as living (or biotic) elements of environment. 

(ii) Physical elements include land, water, air, soil, climate, mountains, minerals and all other resources  

which nature has provided to us asa free gift. 

(iii) Living elements include all kinds of living creatures like plants and animals which impact human life. 

 The functions of environment are: 

(a) It supply resources (renewable and non renewable) 

(b) It assimilates waste. 

(c) It sustains life by providing genetic and bio-diversity. 

(d) It provides aesthetic services like scenery etc. 

Environmental degradation is an outcome of supply-demand reversal of resources over a period of time. On 

account of industrialisation there has been a rapid growth in demand for the natural resources. This has led to 

their overuse as well as misuse. Supply of resources has also suffered a reversal from plenty to paucity. 

 

Two Basic Elements of Environmental Degradation: 

(i) Problem of pollution, (ii) Problem of excess exploitation of natural resources. 

 

Environment Pollution includes: (i) Air pollution, (ii) Water pollution, (iii) Noise pollution 

Excessive Exploitation of Natural Resources implies: (i) Degradation of land, (ii) Deforestation 

(iii) Excessive use of non-renewable resources. 

Causes of Environmental Degradation: 

        (i) Population explosion,       (ii) Widespread poverty       (iii ) increasing urbanisation,                                              



(iv) Increasing use of insecticides, pesticides and chemical fertilisers,                                                                                  

(v) Rapid Industrialisation                       (vi) Multiplicity of transport vehicles,           

 (vii) Disregard to the civic norms. 

                                 
causes of environmental degradation 

 

ABSORPSIVE CAPACITY 

Absorptive capacity refers to the ability of the environment to absorb degradation. 

GLOBAL WARMING 

Global warming refers to the gradual increase in the average temperature of the earth's lower atmosphere  

on account of man-made increase in carbon-dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 

OZONE DEPLETION         

Ozone depletion refers to the reduction in ozone in the atmosphere due to the excessive use of cooling  

substances in the air conditioners and refrigerators. It is considered e a serious issue of global concern. 

How to Save Environment?:  

(i) Social awareness,  

(ii) Population control 

 (iii) Enforcement of Environment Conservation Act 

 (iv) Afforestation campaign 

(v) Control over industrial and agricultural pollution 

(vi) Water management 

(vii) Management of solid waste, (viii) improvement in housing 

 



Sustainable Development:  

A process of development that does not cause environment degradation and therefore, does not reduce  

production capacity of future generations. 

 

Strategies for Sustainable Development:  

 (i) Input-efficient technology, (ii) Use of environment-friendly sources of energy 

(iii) Integrated rural development, (iv) Convert sunlight into solar energy and solar energy into electricity. 

(v) Shift to organic farming, (vi) Manage the wastes, (vii) Stringent laws on the disposal of chemical effluents 

 (viii) Awareness to conserve natural assets for inter-generational equity (ix) Public means of transport 

  global warming 

  

     EFFECTS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ON RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT                  
The environmental impact of economic growth includes the increased consumption of non-  

renewable resources, higher levels of pollution, global warming and the potential loss of 

environmental habitats. ... Also, economic growth caused by improved technology can enable higher 

output with less pollution. 
 

Urban development has been linked to many environmental problems, including air pollution, water. 

pollution, and loss of wildlife habitat. Urban runoff often contains nutrients, sediment and toxic 

contaminants, and can cause not only water pollution but also large variation in stream flow and 

temperatures. 

As a country becomes more economically developed, the well-being of its citizens improves in a lot of  

ways: their health, education, security, freedom, and self-sufficiency. 

External costs of economic growth 
 

Pollution. Increased consumption of fossil fuels can lead to immediate problems 
such as poor air quality 

Damage to nature. Air/land/water pollution causes health problems and can damage 
the productivity of land and seas. 

 

Global warming and volatile weather. Global warming leads to rising sea levels, 
volatile weather patterns and could cause significant economic costs. 



Soil erosion. Deforestation resulting from economic development damages soil and 
makes areas more prone to drought. 

 

Loss of biodiversity. Economic growth leads to resource depletion and loss of 
biodiversity. This could harm future ‘carrying capacity of ecological systems’ for the 
economy. 

Long-term toxins. Economic growth creates long-term waste and toxins, which may 
have unknown consequences. For example, economic growth has led to increased 
use of plastic, which when disposed of do not degrade. 
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