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TEXTUAL QUESTIONS (READ AND FIND OUT)-    

 

Q: 1. Why is the lawyer sent to New Mullion? What does he first think about the place? 

Ans: The lawyer is sent to New Mullion to serve summons on Oliver Lutkins, who is needed as a 

witness in a law case. 

He first thinks that the place must be a sweet and a simple country village. 

Q.2. Who befriends him? Where does he take him? 

Ans: A hack driver at the station, who called himself Bill Magnuson, befriends him. He tells the 

lawyer that he knows Lutkins and will help in finding him.  

 

Bill takes him to all the places where Lutkins is known to hang out. He takes the lawyer to Fritz’s 
shop, where Lutkins plays a lot of poker; to Gustaff’s barber shop and then to Gray’s barber shop; to 
the poolroom and several other places before finally taking him to Lutkins’ mother’s farm.  
Q.3. What does Bill say about Lutkins? 

Ans: Bill tells the lawyer that Lutkins is a difficult person to catch as he is always upto something or 

the other. He owes money to many people, including Bill, and has never paid back anybody. He also 

says that Lutkins plays a lot of poker and is good at deceiving people. 

Q: 4. What more does Bill say about Lutkins and his family? 

Ans: Bill tells the lawyer that he knows mother of Lutkins’. He says that she is a terror. He narrates 
an incident when he took a trunk to her once and she almost took his skin off because he did not 

carry it carefully. He also says that she is very tall and bulky. She is very quick and talks a lot. He says 

that Lutkins must have heard that somebody is chasing him and consequently would have gone into 

hiding at his mother’s place. 
Q: 5. Does the narrator serve the summons that day? 

Ans: No, the narrator does not serve the summons that day. 

Q: 6. Who is Lutkins? 

Ans: The hack driver himself is Lutkins but pretends to be Bill Magnuson. He tricks the lawyer to 

avoid the summons to be a witness in a case. 

 

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS (THINK ABOUT IT) 

Q: 1. When the lawyer reached New Mullion, did ‘Bill’ know that he was looking for Lutkins? When 
do you think Bill came up with his plan for fooling the lawyer? 

 

Ans: No, Bill didn’t know anything about the lawyer. It was a matter of chance that he went himself 
to Bill and enquired about Oliver Lutkins.  

 

Bill at once came up with the plan of fooling the lawyer when he was enquired about Lutkins 

because as he knew that he was required as a witness but did not want to give his testimony. 



Therefore, we can say that he was ready with a plan to befool him. 

 

Q: 2. Lutkins openly takes the lawyer all over the village. How is it that no one lets out the secret? 

(Hint: Notice that the hack driver asks the lawyer to keep out of sight behind him when they go 

into Fritz’s.) Can you find other such subtle ways in which Lutkins manipulates the tour? 

 

Ans: Lutkins (Bill) was a very cunning man who cooked up a story for the lawyer that Lutkins would 

run away if he saw a man dressed like a lawyer enquiring about him. So, he suggested him to stay 

behind. It was Lutkins, who used to go into the various shops first, due to this no one could able to 

answer the truth as he would come up with another story for the villager or may take them in 

confidence. Even when they went to search for Lutkins at his mother’s place, he described his 
mother as very horrible and there also he introduced himself as Bill the hack driver to his mother and 

informed her about the lawyer who was searching for Lutkins. This made his mother to help him out 

as she knew that she was not supposed to disclose anything to the lawyer. 

 

Q: 3. Why do you think Lutkins’ neighbours were anxious to meet the lawyer? 

Ans: Lutkins took the lawyer all across the town in search of Lutkins himself. He was able to fool a 

lawyer with his cooked-up stories about Lutkins and other villagers. All this must have become the 

talk of the town as how a man could fool the other man in his own search. Everyone had seen this 

happening. So, Lutkins’ neighbours were keen to see the lawyer as they missed seeing him that day. 

 

Q.4. After his first day’s experience with the hack driver the lawyer thinks of returning to New 

Mullion to practise law. Do you think he would have reconsidered this idea after his second visit? 

 

Ans: Yes, he may have reconsidered his idea of practicing law at New Mullions. He had taken this 

decision because he was impressed by the noble and friendly nature of Bill. He found that the 

villagers were nice, innocent and kind. They were far better than the city people who were not so 

simple and humble. But on the second visit when he realized that Lutkins had fooled him, he would 

rethink over his idea and would decide not to settle in New Mullion. 

 

Q.5. Do you think the lawyer was gullible? How could he have avoided being taken for a ride? 

Ans: Yes, the lawyer was very gullible as he was carried away by whatever he was told by the hack 

driver. He never thought of cross checking it. He was so impressed by Bill’s friendliness and 
cheerfulness that he never cross checked whatever he was being told by Bill and made it easy for the 

hack driver to fool him. 

 

The lawyer could have checked everything himself by going to the people himself but he let Bill to do 

this. 

 

EXTRA QUESTIONS (SAQS) in 20-30 words- 

Q.1. How did the hack driver befool the lawyer? 

Ans: The hack driver was able to befool him as he had not seen Lutkins earlier. He took him around 

the village on the pretext of searching for Lutkins. 

 



Q: 2. What impressed the narrator most about Bill? Mention any two things. 

 

Ans: The first quality that struck the narrator was that Bill was a cheerful, friendly and helpful man. 

Secondly, he loved Bill for his simple and philosophical wisdom as he had helped the narrator to find 

Lutkins. 

 

EXTRA QUESTION (LONG ANSWER TYPE) in 100-120 words- 

Q: 1. ‘Appearances are often deceptive’. Comment on the statement in the light of your reading of 
the story. 

Ans: Things are not always what they seem to be. Appearances are often deceptive. The narrator 

reaches a village in the search of Oliver Lutkins. He meets a hack driver at the station. The driver 

warns him about Lutkins. He takes him on a tour of the entire village in search of Lutkins. He tells the 

narrator about his experiences and about the village and its people. The narrator likes him for his 

helpful and kind nature. 

He even forgets all about Lutkins. But, the next day he finds out that the hack driver was Oliver 

Lutkins himself. He realises that a simple and kind person was a trickster in reality. 

 

EXTRA QUESTION (EXTRACT-BASED MCQs)- 

Q. Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

Fritz looked at me, hiding behind Bill. He hesitated, and then admitted, “Yes, he was in here a little 
while ago. Guess he’s gone over to Gustaff’s to get a shave.” “Well, if he comes in, tell him I’m 
looking for him.” We drove to Gustaff’s barber shop. Again, Bill went in first, and I lingered at  the 

door. He asked not only the Swede but two customers if they had seen Lutkins. The Swede had 

not. He said angrily, “I haven’t seen him, and don’t care to. But if you find him you can just collect 

that dollar thirty-five, he owes me.” One of the customers thought he had seen Lutkins walking 

down Main Street, this side of the hotel. 

1) Fritz’s hesitation was on account of wanting to- 

a) take a moment to comprehend and fall in with the prank. 

b) understand what was being asked and answer accordingly. 

c) pretend ignorance at the question asked to waste time. 

d) confirm that it was him being addressed, before replying. 

2) The narrator lingered at the door while Bill went in first and made enquiries. Pick up the option 

that does not correctly use the word ‘linger’ in the sentence: 
a) It's best if you can linger in the lobby while I get my luggage. 

b) I blurted out the final question that had been lingering in my mind. 

c) If a customer lingers over a product, the cameras zoom in to record facial expressions. 

d) Mom reminded us that household business cannot be lingered hastily. 

3) The narrator hovered near the door because he- 

a) wanted to eavesdrop on the conversation. 

b) didn’t trust Bill to enquire sternly. 
c) had been asked to remain there by Bill. 

d) found the interior too stuffy. 

4) One person mentioned that he had seen Lutkins walking down Main Street. This was an 

example of- 

a) being taken to the cleaners. 

b) sending someone on a wild goose chase. 

c) stretching the truth. 



d) Making scales fall off someone’s eyes. 

5) The extract is an example of writing in the style of a- 

a) personal narrative. 

b) biography. 

c) historical fiction. 

d) research article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: Content Developed/Prepared Purely at Home                                   Prepared by- PKL            

 


