
 

 

   Class Notes 
Class: IX 

 

Topic: Working of Institutions 

 

Subject: Democratic Politics 

 

Q.1. What was Mandal commission? Why was it appointed? What was the major 

Recommendation of this Commission? 

Ans. i) The Government of India had appointed the second Backward Classes Commission in  

1979.  

ii) It was asked to determine the criteria to identify the socially and economically 

backward classes in India and recommend steps to be taken for their advancement. 

 iii) The Commission gave its Report in 1980 and made many recommendations. One 

of these was that 27 per cent of government jobs be reserved for the socially and 

economically backward classes. 

 

Q.2. Explain ‘SEBC’. 

Ans. Socially and Economically Backward Classes (SEBC). SEBC is another name for all 

those people who belong to castes that are considered backward by the government. 

The benefit of job reservation was till then available only to Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes. Now a new third category called SEBC was introduced. Only 

persons who belong to backward castes were eligible for this quota of 27 per cent 

jobs. Others could not compete for these jobs. 

 

Q. 3. State an important promise in the election manifesto of the Janata Dal (party) in 

1989. 

Ans. In its election manifesto, the Janata Dal promised that if voted to power, it would 

implement the Mandal Commission report. The Janata Dal did form the government 

after this election. Its leader V. P. Singh became the Prime Minister. 

 

Q.4. What was the reaction of the people when the government decided to reserve 



27% of the seats for backward classes? 

Ans. 1. Some felt that existence of inequalities among people of different castes in India 

necessitated job reservations. They felt, this would give a fair opportunity to those 

communities who so far had not adequately been represented in government employment. 

2. Others felt that this was unfair as it would deny equality of opportunity to those 

who did not belong to backward communities. They would be denied jobs even 

though they could be more qualified. 

3. Some felt that this would perpetuate caste feelings among people and hamper 

national unity. 

 

Q. 5. Mention some of the political institutions in India. What is their main role? 

Ans. 1. The Prime Minister and the Cabinet are institutions that take all important policy 

decisions. 

2. The Civil Servants, working together, are responsible for taking steps to implement 

the ministers’ decisions. 

3. Supreme Court is an institution where disputes between citizens and the government 

are finally settled. 

 

Q. 6. Why do we need Parliament? 

Ans. 1. Parliament is the final authority for making laws in any country. This task of law 

making or legislation is so crucial that these assemblies are called legislatures. 

Parliaments all over the world can make new laws, change existing laws, or abolish 

existing laws and make new ones in their place. 

2. Parliaments all over the world exercise some control over those who run the 

government. In some countries like India this control is direct and full. Those who run 

the government can take decisions only so long as they enjoy support of the Parliament. 

3. Parliaments control all the money that governments have. In most countries the public 

money can be spent only when the Parliament sanctions it. 

4. Parliament is the highest forum of discussion and debate on public issues and national 

policy in any country. Parliament can seek information about any matter. 

 



 


