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Topic: ‘Childhood’ by Markus Natten 

Subject: English 

 

 

Theme 

The poem, ‘Childhood’ focuses on the theme of loss of innocence. In this poem, the poet, Markus Natten 

wonders when and where he lost his childhood. Adolescence is usually a confusing time for a child who is 

unable to immediately come to terms with the physical, hormonal and psychological changes in his or her 

personality. He becomes a ‘young adult’; he neither wants to call himself a child nor is he completely an 
adult.  

Sub- themes 

 Stanza 1- Rationality 

 Stanza 2- Hypocrisy of adults 

 Stanza 3- Individuality of thoughts  

 

Summary: 

The poet wonders when he lost his childhood. He reflects that perhaps it was the day when he crossed the 

age of eleven. Maybe it was the stage when he realised that the concepts of Hell and Heaven, about which 

he had been taught since his childhood, did not exist in reality. Geography textbooks did not have the 

location of any such places. The poet realises that he might have lost his childhood when he acquired his 

rational frame of mind due to getting educated. 

In the second stanza, the poet reflects that maybe the loss of childhood occurred when he was able to see 

through the hypocrisy of adults. These people followed double standards, actually following and preaching 

different standards of behaviour. They told the poet to be loving and caring; however they themselves 

were argumentative, violent and discourteous (Ironical) . Their behaviour was a far cry from the love they 

sermonised about and advocated so reverently to the child. Perhaps, says the poet, recognising broken 

trust was a major step towards adulthood. 

He again guesses that perhaps, it was the day when he realised that his mind could think independently, 

forming his own opinions and being able to take his own decisions. He gained a sense of individuality, 

which set him free from the preconceived opinions of others. His own individual opinions and experiences 

shape his thoughts now and he realised that this might have been the time when he lost his childhood 

innocence completely. 

In the last stanza, the poet wonders where his childhood has gone. He reflects that may be his childhood 

has gone to an unremembered place. The poet also says that childhood can be found in the innocent face of 

a child who does not have any pretentions and rationality and who trusts others unconditionally. In other 

words, a small child is full of innocence and there one can find one’s own childhood. 

Central Idea 

 

In this poem the poet thinks deeply over the question of his lost childhood. Childhood is a stage of 

innocence in which the child believes others and loves unconditionally. The poet has tried to identify few 

stages of his life when his thoughts and perceptions of the world changed. The poem describes the first step 

to maturity or loss of childhood when one is able to think logically and rationally. Forming one’s own 
opinion and not getting influenced by others is also a sign of maturity or loss of childhood. The poem also 



hints at the hypocrisy prevalent in our society, where people pretend to be nice to each other but in reality 

they do not like each other. 

Poetic Devices 

1. Refrain (Line (s) that is/are repeated at regular intervals throughout the poem. The refrain often 

carries the central message of the poem)- When did my childhood go?.... Was that the day! 

2. Antithesis (A rhetorical device in which two opposite ideas are put together in a sentence to 

achieve a contrasting effect)- Hell and Heaven 

3. Alliteration (Repetition of same consonant sound at the beginning of two adjacent words) - “My 
mind”; “Whichever way”; “That, they, “the time.” 

4. Rhyme scheme- The poet does not follow any particular rhyme scheme.  Only the first stanza has a 

rhyme scheme of ‘abbccd’ 
 

Textual Questions: (Use the key points to write your answers) 

1. What according to the poet is involved in the process of growing up? 

Ans: Maturity- rational thinking- ability to distinguish between fact and fiction- individuality of thought 

2. What is the poet’s feeling towards childhood? 

Ans: Nostalgic- feels a sense of loss 

3. Which do you think are the most poetic lines? Why?  

Ans: Write yourself. Support with an argument. 

Extra Questions 

I. Read the extract given below and answer any two of the questions that follow: 

“When did my childhood go? 

Was it when I found my mind was really mine, To use whichever way I choose, 

Producing thoughts that were not those of . 

other people, But my own, and mine alone Was that the day!” 

1. Explain “my mind was really mine”. 
(a) It means that his mind was influenced by others 

(b) It means that his mind was not influenced by others 

(c) It means that his mind was influenced by his parents 

(d) It means that he was not confused 

2. What did the poet realise? 

(a) He realised that his mind belonged to his parents 

(b) He realised that his mind was controlled by his friends 

(c) He realised that his mind was controlled by his teachers 

(d) He realised that his mind was his, and he had his own individuality 

3. The poet ……….. find an answer to his question. 
(a) did 

(b) did not 

(c) can 



(d) may 

II. Brief Questions: (Write within 30-40 words) 

 

1. What did the poet notice about independent thinking? How important was this discovery? 

 

Ans: discovered - he’s different from others - could think independently- have his own opinions - discovery 

was very important to him - it revealed to him- his abilities for independent thinking and decision taking 

 

2. What is the poet trying to convey when he says that childhood is hidden in an infant’s face? 

Ans: infant- innocent- trusts everyone- doesn’t deceive others- adults- hypocrites- acquisition of rational 

thoughts- leads to loss of childlike innocence 

 

III. Long Answer Type Question: (Think and write yourself within 120-150 words) 

1. Is it easy to retain one’s childhood innocence throughout one’s life? How can one do it without being 
adulterated by religion, education and mainstream society? 
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