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Q1. Efficient means of transport are pre-requisites for the fast development.� Ex-

press your views in favour of this statement.

Ans: Efficient means of transport are pre-requisites for fast development because:

the movement of goods and services from the supply location to demand locations necessi-
tates the need for transport. It widens the market for goods.
it allows distant and remote areas to be linked with urban and developed , regions.
the development and improvement of transport have made delivery of goods faster across
long distances and thus reduced cost.
immediate relief during war, natural calamity, famine or flood can be easily
accessed through efficient means of transport.

Q2. Roadways still have an edge over railways in India.� Support the statement with
arguments.
Ans: Roadways still have an edge over railways in India in the following ways.

Roads are cheaper than railways and are easier to construct and maintain.
Roads provide door-to-door service, therefore the cost of loading and unloading
is much less.
Road transport is used as a feeder to other means of transport, i.e. it is a link between rail-
way stations, airports and seaports.
Roads are economical is transporting few number of people and smaller amount of goods
over short distances.

Q3. Explain three major problems faced by road transport in India.
Ans: The major problems faced by road transport in India are as follows.
Road network is inadequate when volume of traffic & passengers are taken into considera-
tion.
Nearly half of the roads are unmetalled and it limits their usage during the rainy season.
Moreover, they are highly congested with frequent traffic jams.

Q4. Why is air travel more popular in the north-eastern states of India? Explain.
Ans: Air travel is more popular in the NE states of India because of the following rea-
sons.
North eastern part of the country is marked with the presence of big rivers where other
means of transport cannot be laid.



It is marked with dissected relief that makes it impossible to access the area through other
means of transport other than air.
The entire area is covered with dense forest that resists land movement.
This area is often hit by frequent floods. Air travel is thus required.
It has a long international frontier that requires quick response which is possible only
through air transport.

Q5. Describe any three features of waterways in India.
Ans: The three features of waterways are as follows.
They are the cheapest means of transport for carrying heavy and bulky goods.
They are fuel efficient.
They are an eco-friendly mode of transport, however the slowest means of transport.

Q6. oad transport and rail transport in India are not competitive but complemen-
ary
o each other.� Justify the statement.
Ans: The statement road transport and rail transport in India are not competitive
but complementary to each other can be justified in the following ways.
Road transport is more suitable for short distances whereas rail transport is more suitable for
long distances.
It is economical in transportation of few persons and smaller amount of goods over short
distances whereas rail transport is more suitable for large number of people and heavy
goods.
Road transport is beneficial for perishable goods to be carried by roads in short period of
time whereas non-perishable and bulky are transported by railways for a longer distances.
The deficiency of railways is compensated by road transport.

Q7. Explain any four merits of pipeline transport in India.
Ans: The following are the merits of pipeline transport in India:
Solids (when converted into slurry), liquids and gases can be transported through pipelines.
Initial cost of laying pipelines is high but subsequent running costs are minimal.
Trans-shipment of losses and delays are ruled out.
It is economical to transport petroleum, natural gas, ferlilizers to interior places of the coun-
try.
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