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Short Answer Type Questions: (3Marks) 

1. What steps were taken by East India Company to control the Zamindars?  

Ans. (i)   Benami sales enabled the estate to be sold at a low price back to the Zamindar.  

(ii)New Zamindars were attacked by former Zamindars. 

(iii) The ryots resisted the entry of outsiders.  

(iv)Some Zamindaris were declared property of ladies  

 
 

2. Why did Zamidar default at revenue payment to the Company?  

Ans:- (i) The initial demand was very high.  

(ii) this was because it was failed if the demand was fixed for all time to come the Company 

would never be able to claim a share of increased income from land when prices grows and 

cultivation expanded to minimize this anticipated loss , the company paid the revenue 

demand high.  

(iii) This high demand was imposed in 1790s a time when the prices of agriculture produce 

were depressed making it difficult for Ryot to pay their dues to the zamindar.  

(iv) The revenue was invariable regardless of harvest and had to be paid punctually.  

v) Permanent settlement initially limited the power of Zamindar to collect the rent from the 

Ryot and managed its zamindari.  
 

3. Why Jotedar were more powerful than Zamindars?  

Ans. (i) The Jotedar had vast area of land.  

(ii) He was a local moneylender.  

(iii) He was local trader.  

(iv) The Jotedar lived in the village.  

(v) He would not allow Zamindar to perform his duties. 

4.Explain reasons for the failure of the Permanent Settlement of the land revenue introduced by the 

British in Bengal.  

Answer: The reasons for the failure of the Permanent Settlement are as follows:  

(i) The early revenue demands fixed by the company were very high  

(ii)The prices of agricultural produce were depressed during this period. So it became difficult for the 

ryots to pay their dues to the zamindars.  

(iii)Revenue was fixed permanently. 

(iv)British expected that Zamindar would work for agricultural reform but they ignored.  

(v)The revenue was invariable, regardless of the harvest, and had to be paid punctually. 

5. Who were Paharias? What was their livelihood?  

Ans. (i) Paharias were hill folk.  

(ii) They lived around the Rajmahal Hills, subsisting on forest produce and practicing shifting 

cultivation.  

(iii)They cleared patches of forest by cutting bushes and burning the undergrowth.  

(iv) On the patches, enriched by the potash from the ash, the Pahariyas grew a variety of pulses and 

millets for consumption. 

6. What was the British policy towards Pahariyas? 

Ans: (i)In 1770 the British embarked upon a brutal policy of extermination hunting Pahariyas down 

and killing them.  



(ii)By the 1780s Augustus Cleveland the collector of Bhagalpur proposed a policy of pacification.  

(iii)Pahariya Chiefs were given an annual allowance.  

(iv) They Were made responsible for proper conduct of their men.  

(v)They were expected to maintain order in their locality. 

OR 

 

Examine the policies adopted by the British towards Paharias during 18th century. 

Ans:Policies adopted by the British towards Paharias during 18th 

century.  

(i) British adopted policy of extermination.  

(ii) British proposed policy of pacification with Paharia chiefs to 

ensure proper conduct.  

 (iii) Paharia went into mountains and deep forests and continued their war against outsiders  

 (iv) Many Paharia chiefs who accepted allowances came to be perceived as subordinate employees 

or stipendiary chiefs so they lost their authority within the community.  

 

7. What are the problems of using official sources in writing about the history of peasants?  

Ans. (i) The official sources reflect official concerns and interpretation of events.  

(ii) The government was not ready to admit that discontent was because of government action.  

(iii) Official reports must be verified with evidence gathered from newspapers, unofficial records, 

legal records and oral sources.  

 

8. What strategies were used by Zamindars to retain control over their Zamindaris?  

Ans.  

(i).Benami sales enabled the estate to be sold at a low price back to the Zamindar.  

(ii).New Zamindars were attacked by former Zamindars.  

(iii) The ryots resisted the entry of outsiders.  

(iv) Some Zamindaris were declared property of Women.  

 

9. “The battle between the hoe and plough was a long one” explain the statement with reference to 
the Santhal and Paharias of RajMahal Hills during the 18th century.  

Ans. (i)Santhal came to Bengal around 1780. Zamindars hired them to reclaim land and expand 

cultivation.  

(ii)British invited Santhals to settle in the Jangal Mahal, when they failed to subdue Paharias. The 

Paharias refused to cut the forest, resisted touching the plough and continued to be turbulent.  

(iii)On the other hand, Santhal appeared to be ideal settlers, clearing the forest and ploughing the 

land with vigour.  

(iv)Santhal settlements and cultivation gradually expanded and Paharias were forced to withdraw 

deeper into hills and were confined to dry interior and to more barren and rocky upper hills. 

(v)This severely affected their lives, impoverishing them in the long term. If paharia life was 

symbolised by the hoe, which they used for shifting cultivation, the santhals life represented the 

power of the plough. The battle between the hoe and plough was really a long one. 

 

10. Why did the Fifth Report become the basis of intense debate in England?  

Ans (i)The Fifth Report was a significant report, it continued shaping our conception for over a 

century and a half about the nature and consequences of East India Company’s Rule in Bengal in the 
late 18th century.  

(ii)It served as the basis for intense parliamentary debates on the nature of company’s rule in India.  
(iii)The evidence contained in the ‘Fifth Report’ is considered to be of great importance. But as it is 
an official report, it should be read and analysed very carefully. The major shortcomings of this 



report included:  

(iv)The Fifth report exaggerated the collapse of traditional zamindari power and the rate at which 

zamindar were losing their lands. Zamindars were not always displaced given the indigenous 

methods they used to retain their lands.  

(v)The report was biased because it wanted to highlight the maladministration of the East India 

Company in India. 

11. Critically analyse the Fifth Report which was submitted to the British parliament in 1813. 

Ans: (i) It was the fifth series of report on the administration and activities of the East India 

Company in India. 

(ii) It ran into 1002 pages of which over 800 pages were appendices that reproduced petitions of 

Zamindars and riots, reports of collectors and districts. 

(iii) It contained information on company’s misrule and maladministration. 
(iv) Many British traders wanted a share in Company’s trade in India and emphasized for 
openness for British manufactures in India. 

 

12.“Jotedar inevitably weakened zamindars in Bengal by the end of the 18th century”. Give 
arguments to support the statement.  

Ans. (i) In the 18th century when many zamindars were facing a crisis, a group of rich peasants, 

known as jotedars, were consolidating their position in the villages.  

(ii) Unlike zamindars, jotedars lived in villages and thus, had good influence on village population.  

(iii) Jotedars had acquired vast areas of land. They controlled local trade, moneylending, exercising 

immense power over the poorer cultivators and their land was cultivated through adhiyars or 

bargadars (sharecroppers).  

(iv)They fiercely resisted the effects of zamindars to increase the Jama of the village, preventing 

zamindari officials from executing their duties. They deliberately delayed payments of revenue to the 

zamindars.  

(v)In fact, when the estates of the zamindars were auctioned for failure to make revenue payment, 

often jotedars bought their estate. This made the jotedars most powerful in North Bengal. 

13.Why did the Paharias regularly raid the plains where settled agriculturists lived?  

Ans. 

(i)With their base in the hills, the Paharias regularly raided the plains where settled agriculturists 

lived.  

(ii)These raids were necessary for survival, particularly in years of scarcity. 

(iii) They were a way of asserting power over settled communities; and they were a means of 

negotiating political relations with  outsiders.  

(iv)The zamindars on the plains had to often purchase peace by paying a regular tribute to the hill 

chiefs.  

(v) Traders similarly gave a small amount to the hill folk for permission to use the passes controlled 

by them.  

Once the toll was paid, the Paharia chiefs protected the traders, ensuring that their goods were not 

plundered by anyone. 

14.How the expansion of settled agriculture affected relations between hill folk and settled 

cultivators?  

Ans. (i)As settled agriculture expanded, the area under forests and pastures contracted.  

(ii)This sharpened the conflict between hill folk and settled cultivators.  

(iii)The paharias began to raid settled villages with increasing regularity, carrying away food grains 

and cattle.  

(iv)Exasperated colonial officials tried desperately to control and subdue the Paharias.  

(v) But they found this task difficult. 

15.How the life of Paharias got affected When the Santhals settled on the peripheries of the 

Rajmahal hills?  



Ans. (i) When the Santhals settled on the peripheries of the Rajmahal hills, the Paharias resisted but 

were ultimately forced to withdraw deeper into the hills.  

(ii) Restricted from moving down to the lower hills and valleys, they were confined to the dry interior 

and to the more barren and rocky upper hills. 

(iii) This severely affected their lives, impoverishing them in the long term. 

 (iv) Shifting agriculture depended on the ability to move to newer and newer land and utilisation of 

the natural fertility of the soil  

(v) When the forests of the region were cleared for cultivation the hunters amongst them also faced 

problems.  

 16. What was the impact of the demarcation of Damin-e- koh on the life Santhals?  

Ans. (i)The Santhals were given land and persuaded to settle in the foothills of Rajmahal.  

(ii) By 1832 a large area of land was demarcated as Damin-i-Koh.  This was declared to be the land of 

the Santhals.  

(iii) They were to live within it, practise plough agriculture, and become settled peasants. 

(iv) Enclosed with boundary pillars, it was separated from both the world of the settled agriculturists 

of the plains and the Paharias of the hills.  

(v) After the demarcation of Damin-i-Koh, Santhal settlements expanded rapidly. 

Source based Questions -  

 

Q1.Read the following excerpt and answer the following questions-: (1+2+2)  

The Santhals were given land and persuaded to settle in the foothills of Rajmahal. By 1832 a large 

area of land was demarcated as Damin-i-Koh. This was declared to be the land of the Santhals. They 

were to live within it, practise plough agriculture, and become settled peasants. The land grant to 

the Santhals stipulated that at least one-tenth of the area was to be cleared and cultivated within 

the first ten years. The territory was surveyed and mapped. Enclosed with boundary pillars, it was 

separated from both the world of the settled agriculturists of the plains and the Paharias of the hills.  

After the demarcation of Damin-iKoh, Santhal settlements expanded rapidly. From 40 Santhal 

villages in the area in 1838, as many as 1,473 villages had come up by 1851. Over the same period, 

the Santhal population increased from a mere 3,000 to over 82,000. As cultivation expanded, an 

increased volume of revenue flowed into the Company’s coffers. Santhal myths and songs of the 

nineteenth century refer very frequently to a long history of travel: they represent the Santhal past 

as one of continuous mobility, a tireless search for a place to settle. Here in the Damin-i-Koh their 

journey seemed to have come to an end.  

i. Where were Santhals persuade to settle?  

Ans- The Santhals were given land and persuaded to settle in the foothills of Rajmahal.  

ii. What was Damin-i-Koh?  

Ans- By 1832 a large area of land was demarcated as Damin-i-Koh. This was declared to be the land 

of Santhals 

iii. How the long history of travel of Santhals came to end? 

Ans- Santhal myths and songs of the nineteenth century refer very frequently to a long history of 

travel: they represent the Santhal past as one of continuous mobility, a tireless search for a place to 

settle. Here in the Damin-i-Koh. 

Q 2.Read the following excerpt and answer the following questions-: (1+2+2)  

Referring to the condition of Zamindars and land, the Fifth Report stated: 

 

Referring to the condition of zamindars and the auction of lands, the Fifth Report stated: The 

revenue was not realised with punctuality, and lands to a considerable extent were periodically 

exposed to sale by auction. In the native year 1203, corresponding with 1796-97, the land advertised 

for sale comprehended a jumma or assessment of sicca rupees 28,70,061, the extent of land actually 

sold bore a jumma or assessment of 14,18,756, and the amount of purchase money sicca rupees 



17,90,416. In 1204, corresponding with 1797-98, the land advertised was for sicca rupees 26,66,191, 

the quantity sold was for sicca rupees 22,74,076, and the purchase money sicca rupees 21,47,580. 

Among the defaulters were some of the oldest families of the country. Such were the rajahs of 

Nuddea , Rajeshaye , Bishenpore (all districts of Bengal ) , … and others , the dismemberment of 
whose estates at the end of each succeeding year, threatened them with poverty and ruin, and in 

some instances presented difficulties to the revenue officers, in their efforts to preserve 

undiminished the amount of public assessment.  

i.When was the Fifth Report submitted to the British Parliament ?  

Ans-The Fifth Report submitted to the British Parliament in 1813  

ii.What was the Fifth Report?  

Ans-It was the fifth of a series of reports on the administration and activities of the East India 

Company in India,Often referred to as the Fifth Report.  

iii.Why the estates of Zamindars auctioned?  

Ans.The estates of those who failed to pay were to be auctioned to recover the revenue.  

Since the raja had accumulated huge arrears, his estates had been put up for auction. 

Q 3.Read the following excerpt and answer the following questions-: (1+2+2)  

The jotedars of Dinajpur 

Buchanan described the ways in which the jotedars of Dinajpur in North Bengal resisted being 

disciplined by the zamindar and undermined his power:  

Landlords do not like this class of men, but it is evident that they are absolutely necessary, unless the 

landlords themselves would advance money to their necessitous tenantry …  
The jotedars who cultivate large portions of lands are very refractory, and know that the zamindars 

have no power over them. They pay only a few rupees on account of their revenue and then fall in 

balance almost every kist (instalment), they hold more lands than they are entitled to by their 

pottahs (deeds of contract). Should the zamindar’s officers, in consequence, summon them to the 
cutcherry, and detain them for one or two hours with a view to reprimand them, they immediately 

go and complain at the Fouzdarry Thanna (police station) for imprisonment and at the munsiff’s (a 
judicial officer at the lower court) cutcherry for being dishonoured and whilst the causes continue 

unsettled, they instigate the petty ryots not to pay their revenue consequently  

i. Who were jotedars?  

Ans-Rich peasants.  

ii.How did the Zamindars resist the growing power of the Jotedars?  

Ans- By transferring some of his property to the women of the house.  

At the time of the auction, lathiyals were sent to threaten the jotedars who tried to buy the estate of 

the zamindar.  

iii.Why Joetdars were more powerful than Zamindars?  

Ans.Unlike zamindars who often lived in urban areas, jotedars were located in the villages and 

exercised direct control over a considerable section of poor villagers. 

  

 


