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Date: 5/2/22 India: Natural vegetation 

India is a land of great variety of natural vegetation. Substantiate  

As we know natural vegetation means the community of plants that grow in similar environmental 

conditions without human interference. So, when the environmental condition changes, like the 

temperature or soil and rainfall, the variation in natural vegetation occur. 

In India, the soil, landforms and climate vary from one place to another. 

Himalayan high mountains are marked with temperate vegetation. 

The Western Ghats and the Andaman Nicobar Islands have hot and humid climate, giving rise to 

tropical 

rain forests. 

The deltaic regions have tropical forests and mangroves. 

The desert and semi desert areas of Rajasthan are known for cacti, a wide variety of bushes and 

thorny vegetation. 

Describe the environmental conditions under which tropical evergreen forests grow. Discuss the 

distinguishing characteristics of this forest.  

They are found in warm and humid areas with an annual precipitation of over 200 cm and mean annual 

temperature above 220C.  

These forests are found in the western slope of the Western Ghats, hills of the northeastern region and 

the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Tropical evergreen forests are most dense forest with well stratified layers of trees. 

Closer to the ground and are covered with shrubs and creepers, with short structured trees followed by 

tall variety of trees. 

In these forests, trees reach great heights up to 60 m or above.  

There is no definite time for trees to shed their leaves. 

 As such these forests appear green all the year round.  

Describe the important characteristics of the monsoon forest. 

The tropical deciduous forest is known as the monsoon forest. These are the most widespread forests 

in India. It covers around 40% of the total area. 

They spread over regions which receive rainfall between 70-200 cm.  

On the basis of the availability of water, these forests are further divided into moist and dry 

deciduous. 

The most typical character of this forest is that, as the dry season begins, the trees shed their leaves 

completely and the forest appears like a vast grassland with naked trees all around. 

Teak, Sal, bamboo, sandalwood, palash, tendu are some examples of commercially useful tree. 

The Himalayan ranges show a succession of vegetation from the tropical to the tundra. Substantiate 

In the foothills, tropical deciduous forest is the most dominant vegetation. In different altitude, 

vegetation changes due to fall in temperature. At a very high altitude, snow covered land gives rise to 

tundra vegetation. 

Tropical deciduous is succeeded by the wet temperate type of forests between an altitude of 

 1,000-2,000 m. In the higher hill ranges of northeastern India, hilly areas of West Bengal and 

Uttaranchal, evergreen broad leaf trees such as oak and chestnut are predominant. 

Between 1,500-1,750 m, pine forests are also well-developed in this zone, with Chir Pine as a very 

useful commercial tree. Deodar, a highly valued endemic species grows mainly in the western part of 

the Himalayan range. 

At many places, temperate grasslands are also found at an altitude of 2,200 to 3,000 mt. 

Alpine forests and pastures occur between 3,000-4,000 m, Silver firs, junipers, pines, birch are 

commonly found. 



Above an altitude of 4000mt, snowline occurs as tundra vegetation, and only mosses and lichens 

grow.   

Discuss the characteristics of swamp and littoral forest 

• These forests come under the wet land vegetation and contain wide variety of plants. 

• The country’s wetlands have been grouped into eight categories. 
• Two sites — Chilika Lake (Odisha) and Keoladeo National Park (Bharatpur) are protected as 

habitats under the Convention of Wetlands of International Importance. 

• They consist of a number of salt-tolerant species of plants. 

• These forests give shelter to a wide variety of birds. 

• The mangrove forests which is 7 per cent of the world’s mangrove forests is the most 
important part of littoral forest. 

India adopted a forest policy in 1952. Discuss the aims of the forest policy  

(Elaborate these points) 

1. 33% forest cover 

2. soil conservation 

3. Natural heritage preserving 

4.to increase forest productivity 

5. to maintain ecological balance 

6. reduce drought 

7. preserve indigenous species 

8. social forestry and raising mass awareness 

How far is the social forestry programme successful in conserving forest? 

Social forestry means the management and protection of forests, with the purpose of achieving the 

environmental, social and rural development. 

It aims at planting trees in open, barren, private as well as public land. 

The National Commission on Agriculture (1976) has classified social forestry into three categories.  

These are:  

➢ Urban forestry  

➢ Rural forestry  

➢ Farm forestry 

Urban forestry aims at raising tree in gardens, parks, road side land, industrial green belts. 

Rural forestry lays emphasis on promotion of agro-forestry and community-forestry. 

Agro-forestry combines forestry with agriculture. It is the raising of trees and agriculture crops on the 

same land. It has the advantage of the simultaneous production of food, fodder, fuel, timber and 

fruit. 

Community forestry involves the raising of trees on public or community land such as the village 

pasture and temple land, roadside, canal bank, strips along railway lines, and schools etc. Community 

forestry programme aims at providing benefits to the community as a whole, specially to the landless 

poor people.  

Farm forestry is a term applied to the process under which farmers grow trees for commercial and 

non-commercial purposes on their farm lands. 

Forest departments of various states distribute seedlings of trees free of cost to small and medium 

farmers. Several lands such as the margins of agricultural fields, grasslands and pastures, land around 

homes and cow sheds may be used for raising trees under non-commercial farm forestry. 

This programme is most effective because of the fact that, people are involved in preserving forest. 

Forests are grown to fulfill the economic needs of the people and also to protect the environment. 



What may be the main reasons for the depletion of wild life in India? 

1. Deforestation and loss of habitat (agricultural expansion, urbanisation) 

2. Hunting and pouching 

3. Environmental pollution 

4. Introduction of alien species 

5. Mono culture/ commercial use forest (rubber plantation in Kerala) 

Discuss the measures taken by the government of India to conserve the wildlife. 

➢ In 1972, a comprehensive Wildlife Act was enacted, which provides the main legal framework for 

conservation and protection of wildlife in India. 

➢ This Act provides protection to the endangered species listed in the schedule of the Act and 

provide legal support to the conservation of National parks and sanctuaries. 

➢ There are 103 National parks and 535 wildlife sanctuaries in the country. 

➢ For the purpose of effective conservation of flora and fauna, special steps have been initiated by 

the Government of India in collaboration with UNESCO’s ‘. 
➢ A Biosphere Reserve is a unique and representative ecosystem of terrestrial and coastal areas    

which are internationally recognised within the framework of UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere 
Programme. There are 18 Biosphere Reserves in India. 

➢ Special schemes like Project Tiger (1973) and Project Elephant (1992) have been launched to 

conserve these species and their habitat in a sustainable manner. 

 
 


