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Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow. (250 WORDS)                                              

 

Take a look at Shakespeare’s enormous vocabulary. He employed 9,36,433 words in his writings, out of which 

27,780 are different words. The average person uses less than 1,000 words in writing, a little more than that 

in speech and has a recognition vocabulary of about 5,000 words. Some of the greatest writers may have 

twice this capability. 

Today, English has a total vocabulary of two million words followed by German as a pathetic second with 

1,86,000 words, Russian with 1,36,000 words, and French with 1,26,000 words. Thus Shakespeare in the 16th 

century used five times the number of words in modem German! Shakespeare is the most quoted writer in 

history. His plays have been translated into 50 languages. In the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations containing 

about 20,000 quotations, Shakespeare alone monopolises a staggering 60 pages (10 per cent). He coined 1700 

new words. Many of the phrases and terms created by him are in daily use. Some of them have been used as 

titles for books and movies. 

 The vastness of vocabulary and the ability to see the relationship between words is one of the major factors 

in measuring genius. Shakespeare excelled any other human being in this aspect. His encyclopaedic 

knowledge of science, history, mathematics, classical literature, sociology, psychology, law, Latin, French, 

politics, music and art acquired by studying books relating to almost every mental discipline and observing the 

habits and style of life of various sections of people all around him enabled him to draw ideas generously from 

all those sources for being used in his plays. 

 

 

1. How many words did Shakespeare employ in his writings? 

(a) 9,36,400                (b) 9,36,432          (c) 9,36,433                  (d) 9,36,333 

 

2. How many words does an average person use in writing? 

(a) Less than 9,36,400                (b) Less than 1,26,000 words          (c) Less than 2000 words               

 (d) Less than 1000 words 

  

3. The most appropriate meaning of the word ‘huge’ in the passage is: 

 (a) average                (b) enormous              (c) vastness                 (d) generous 

 

4. The word is given in the passage for ‘having control of the largest part preventing others to share it’ is: 

 (a) monopolises         (b) enormous              (c) huge                       (d) vastness 

 

5. The antonym of ‘smallness’ in the passage is: 

(a) vastness                 (b) little                       (c) enormity                (d) huge 

 

6. The most appropriate meaning of ‘liberally’ in the passage is: 

 (a) generously            (b) enormously            (c) vastly                      (d) staggering 

 

 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow. (300 WORDS)  

During the Gulf War, a few years back, tens of thousands of seabirds were killed due to oil spills. Do you know 

what makes crude oil on ocean water so deadly? 

 



Crude oil is not used in the same state it is produced at the off-shore wells. It is converted in refineries into a 

wide range of products such as gasoline, kerosene, diesel, fuel oils, and petrochemical feed-stocks. Before it is 

refined, the oil also contains potentially fatal components. 

Crude oil is made up of compounds of carbon and hydrogen called hydrocarbons. These hydrocarbons may be 

paraffin, the oil that is used as fuel in heaters and lamps or cycloparaffins (naphthenes) or aromatic 

compounds in varying proportions. While crude oil found in the US is mostly paraffinic, that found along the 

Gulf Coast are naphthenic which contain sulphur compounds in varying amounts, a small amount of nitrogen 

and very little oxygen. Every variety of crude oil has nickel and vanadium in high concentration. Iron may be 

found in organic form due to the corrosion of pipes. Paraffin like methane and ethane are asphyxiants, 

substances that cause suffocation. The effects of cycloparaffins are more or less similar to those of the 

paraffin but unsaturated paraffin are more noxious than the saturated ones. The sulphur present in crude oil 

may be toxic. The mechanism of toxic action seems to involve its breakdown to hydrogen sulphide. They will 

act principally on the nervous system with death resulting mainly from respiratory paralysis. Sulphur in the 

form of aromatic thiophenes, benzothiophenes can damage the livers and kidneys of sea animals. Sulphur 

compounds Like mercaptans can be very dangerous too. 

 

 

 

On the basis of your reading of the above passage, choose the correct options from the ones given. Write 

the correct option In your answer sheet: 

 

(a) Thousands of sea birds were killed due to oil spills because ____________ 

(1) it suffocated them                                 (ii) it was poisonous 

(iii) birds couldn’t enter the sea             (iv) there was no fish to feed on 

(b) The primary components of crude oil are ____________ 

(i) methane and ethane                            (ii) carbon and hydrogen 

(iii) sulphur compounds                            (iv) naphthenes 

(c) Paraffin is used _____________ 

(i) to make hydrocarbons                         (ii) as fuel 

(iii) in refineries                                          (iv) in petrochemicals 

(d) Sulphur in crude oil _____________ 

(i) damages nervous system                    (ii) damages the livers and kidneys 

(iii) causes suffocation                              (iv) causes stomach ache 

(e) Every variety of crude oil contains _____________ in excess. 

(i) sulphur         (ii) oxygen            (iii) nitrogen           (iv) nickel 

(f) Asphyxiants cause death by 

(i) drowning     (ii) suffocation    (iii) wounds             (iv) cancer 

 

Rearrangement the following words to form meaningful sentences. 

 

(i) Chinese / served / Italian / are / here/meals / and 

(ii) are / cinnamon / benefits / what / the / of? 

(iii) freedom/fought /he/the/ India / of/ for 

(iv) hit / he / the ball / so hard / lost /it/was / that 

(v) repair / all types / works / undertaken / of/ are 

(vi) are / the / description / of/ beyond / beauties / nature 

(vii) tomato / and / cut / cucumber / slices / some 

(viii) was / clever / Birbal / extremely / witty / and 

(ix) my / bag / lost / in /I/train/the 

 

Edit the following sentences. Each is having a grammatical error: 



1. The boy has been waiting for his friend from morning. 

2. The man worked really hard if his luck didn’t favour. 
3. I was watching a horror movie into my TV. 

4. The bus arrived in the stoppage quite late. 

5. Rohit was born on December. 

6. The final destination have arrived. 

7. Each of the boys were given a chocolate. 

8. The flock of sheep were grazing on the field. 

9. My grandfather uses a stick to walk but he may fall. 

10. The house besides my lane was broken down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solve all the questions in your English notebook or take print-out and solve them. 

 


