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EXTRA QUESTIONS 

1.what does independence of judiciary means? 

It means that 

a.  other organs of government like executive and legislature must not restrain the 

functioning of judiciary that it (judiciary) is not able to do justice. 

b.  other organs should not interfere with decisions of judiciary 

c.  judge must be able to perform functions without any fear. 

but it does not mean that judiciary takes arbitrary decisions. judiciary is a part of 

democratic political structure. 

2.   Who is appointed as chief justice of India?  

Ans. senior most judge of supreme court is appointed as chief justice of India. 

3. Name two judges who supreseded the convention to become CJI? 

Ans. AN Ray and justice MH Beg 

4. How is a Judge appointed? 

Ans. To appoint a judge, principle of collegiality is adopted. Names of judges are 

suggested by CJI in consultation with four senior most judges. And the president 

appoints them. 

5. On what grounds can judge of supreme court or high court be removed? 

Ans. Proven misbehaviour or incapacity. 

6.  What is writ jurisdiction? 

Ans. It means that any individual whose fundamental rights has been violated 

he/she can directly approach supreme court. Through such writs, court can order 

executive whether to act or not to act. This is called writ jurisdiction. 

7. What is PIL? 



Ans. PIL is an instrument by which groups, organisations or individuals can file a case 

in court on behalf of the aggrieved person. 

8. Why was PIL introduced? 

Ans. PIL was introduced for bringing justice to poor and needy. Initially, poor 

couldnot approach the court because of less legal knowledge and less financial 

resources. 

9. What are the disadvantages of PIL?  

Ans. PIL has overburdened courts. It has also blurred the distinction between 

executive and legislature on one hand and judiciary on the other. 

10. In what year PIL was introduced? 

Ans. 1979.  

11. What is judicial review? 

Ans. It means the power of supreme court (or high courts) to examine the 

constitutionality of any law if the court arrives at the conclusion that the law is 

inconsistent with the provisions of the constitution , such a law is declared 

unconstitutional and invalid. 

12. Where can judicial review be applied? 

Ans. Judicial review can be applied on: 

 Fundamental rights 

 Federal relations: the SC can use judicial review powers if it sees that 

distribution of powers is inconsistent with the constitution. 

13. How is judiciary a powerful organ?  

Ans. Judiciary is a powerful organ: 

 Judicial activism 

 Judicial review 

 Writ power 

14.  Give few examples where judiciary has become active in political cases? 

Ans. Judiciary has given directions to CBI to initiate investigations against politicians 



and bureaucrats in the hawala case, Narasimha Rao case, illegal allotment of petrol 

pumps case. 

15.  Why do we need an independence of judiciary? 

a. independence of judiciary is required:  

a. to settle disputes according to the rule of law. 

b. to protect rule of law 

c.  ensure supremacy of law 

d. safeguards rights of individuals 

e. ensure that democracy does not give way to individual or group dictatorship 

16.what is the meaning of rule of law? 

Ans. rule of law means that all individuals whether rich or poor, men or women, 

forward or backward castes , they all are subjected to the same law. 

17.  Explain the structure of Indian Judicial System. 

Ans. Ours is a single integrated judicial system. That means we have supreme court 

at the top, and high court below it , followed by lower(subordinate) courts. 

 Supreme court 

 High court 

 Lower(subordinate) court 

18.  What are the advantages of Advisory jurisdiction? 

Ans.  The advantage of advisory function is that 1) it allows government to seek legal 

opinion on important matter so that later it does not lead to unnecessary legal 

hassles. 2) when the supreme court gives advice, the government can make changes 

in its action or legislations.  

 

19. What are the powers of supreme court? 

A2. Original jurisdiction: it means cases that can be directly considered by supreme 

court without going to lower courts before that. And those are federal cases. 

Disputes arising between union and states, and amongst states themselves directly 



go to supreme court.  

 

Writ jurisdiction: any individual whose fundamental rights has been violated he/she 

can directly approach supreme court. The supreme court and high courts can order 

Writs.  

 

Appellate jurisdiction: it means that the supreme court will reconsider the case and 

legal issues involved in it. The supreme court is the highest court of appeal. A person 

can appeal to supreme court against the decisions of the High Court.  

 

Advisory jurisdiction:  The president can ask supreme court for advice on any matter 

that is of public importance or that which involves interpretation of the constitution  

 

Supervisory jurisdiction: Besides this, decisions made by supreme court are binding 

on all other courts within territory of India. And supreme court can review its own 

decisions any time. 

 

20. How has PIL impacted democratic system?  

 A3. PIL has made our political system much more democratic. 

 Now even poor and needy can get justice now. 

 It has made our executive system more accountable.  

 It has also made attempts to make elections much more free and fair. 

 Also, it has expanded the concept of rights by including clean air, unpolluted 

water, and decent living as rights of entire society. 

 

 

 

 

 


