
   Class Notes 

Class: IX 

 

Topic: The Beggar 

Subject: ENGLISH 

 

 

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS 

Q. Has Lushkoff become a beggar by circumstance or by choice?         

           

Ans. :- Lushkoff has become a beggar not by choice but by circumstance. He was a singer in a Russian choir 

but was sent away for his drunkenness. Alcoholism had made him weak and he could not toil, so he took to 

begging for survival. 

 

Q . What reason does Lushkoff give to Sergei for telling lies?     

                    

Ans. :- Lushkoff tells Sergei that he was telling lies because no one would help him if he told the truth about his 

drunkenness. Instead, lies helped him get both sympathy and money that he required desperately to keep 

himself alive. 

 

Q.Is Lushkoff a willing worker? Why, then, does he agree to chop wood for Sergei? 

                                                                                                                    

Ans. :-Luskhoff is not a willing worker since alcohol has made him very weak, both physically and 

emotionally. Still, he agrees to do the menial job of chopping wood because of his pride and shame. Earlier he 

had expressed his willingness to do any work provided he was offered one and now he could not go back on his 

words. 

 

Q. Sergei says, “I am happy that my words have taken effect.” Why does he say so? Is he right in saying 

this?                                                                                 

Ans. :-Sergei says so because Lushkoff looked sober and seemed to have helped in the packing and hauling of 

furniture. He is partially right in saying this because his constant support had at least given Lushkoff an option 

to quit his disgusting life as a beggar. 

 

Q. Lushkoff is earning thirty-five roubles a month. How is he obliged to Sergei for this?                              

                                                                                                                                                             

Ans. :-Lushkoff is obliged to Sergei for earning thirty-five roubles a month because the latter had paved way 

for this achievement. He had recommended Lushkoff to his friend and arranged the job of a copier for him. 

 

Q. During their conversation, Lushkoff reveals that Sergei’s cook, Olga, is responsible for the positive 

change in him. How has Olga saved Lushkoff?                                                                                              

 

Ans:-Olga, Sergei’s seemingly ill-tempered cook, had been the main motivating factor behind Lushkoff’s 

positive change. She saved him by rousing the positivity in him that had got suppressed due to his alcoholism. 

She scolded him, cursed him but also shed tears for him and suffered misery for his sake. Outwardly she 

expressed disgust for Lushkoff but went out of her way to help him reform himself. She risked the displeasure 

of her master, Sergei, by hiding the truth about the odd jobs assigned to Lushkoff. She gave true humane 

affection to him and showed both pity and concern. Her affection is exhibited by the fact that she chops wood 

for him so that he can earn some money to feed himself and stay alive. It is Olga’s sincere and selfless efforts 

that finally give Lushk off a lease of life. Lushkoff too remembers her with gratitude for her kind words and her 

noble deeds. 

 

(EXTRA QUESTIONS) 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

Q. Who was Lushkoff? What did he pretend to be? 

 Ans. Lushkoff was a middle aged poor man. He belonged to the Russian choir but was sacked from his job due 

to his drinking habits. To get some money he pretended to be a school teacher who had lost his job due to 



conspiracy. He also pretended to be a student expelled from the school for no guilt of his. 

 

Q. Describe Lushkoff’s attempt to chop wood. 

Ans. :-In order to chop wood, Lushkoff irresolutely pulled a billet of wood towards him, set it up between his 

feet; and tapped it feebly with the axe instead of hitting it hard. As a result, the billet wavered and fell down. He 

again pulled it to him, blew on his freezing hands, and tapped it with his axe cautiously. The billet again fell to 

the ground without being chopped. 

 

 Q. How did Sergei help Lushkoff to live respectfully? 

Ans. :-Sergei helped Lushkoff to live respectfully by giving him odd jobs every time he came to the yard. Now 

Lushkoff did not need to beg alms since he got money for all the little tasks that he was given by Sergei. Lastly, 

Sergei sent Lushkoff to his friend with a letter of recommendation for a cleaner employment as a copier. 

 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTION:- 

Read the below given extract and select the correct option based on the lesson. 

“Sir!” he said, laying his hand on his heart, “the fact is I was lying! I am neither a student nor a 

schoolteacher. All that was fiction. Formerly I sang in a Russian choir and was sent away for 

drunkenness. But what else can I do? I can’t get along without lying. No one will give me anything 

when I tell the truth, what can I do?” 

 “What can you do? You ask what you can do?” cried Sergei, coming close to him. “Work! That’s 

what you can do! You must work!” 

1. Who used to chop wood for Lushkoff ? 

(a) Sergei 

(b) Olga 

(c) both (a) and (b) 

(d) none of the above 

2. What was Lushkoff in his earlier life? 

(a) a village school teacher 

(b) a student 

(c) a Russian choir singer 

(d) none of the above 

3. What is the theme of the lesson? 

(a) be kind 

(b) don’t be kind 

(c) kindness can transform anyone for the better 

(d) all 

4. What was the name of the cook? 

A) Sergei 

B) Olga 

C) Lushkoff 

D) None 

 

5. Who is the writer of this story? 

A) Anton Chekhov 

B) Bills Cosby 

C) Anne Besant 

D) None 

 

1-b, 2-c, 3-c, 4-b,5- a 



(EXTRA QUESTIONS) 

 

Long answer type questions  

 

Q1. Sergei’s sympathy was as important as Olga’s noble deeds that reformed Lushkoff. Discuss. 

Ans. :- Lushkoff gave the credit of his reformation to Olga but it is true that Sergei’s sympathy towards him 

was also important. If Sergei had not taken the initiative to assign work to Lushkoff and had instead handed him 

over to the police, the beggar’s life would have ended in a disaster. Sergei, like Olga, went out of his way to 

uplift the ragged beggar by making him do odd jobs and paying him in return. Sergei was not obliged in any 

way to spend money on a beggar in this manner but it was his concern for Lushkoff that he made sincere efforts 

to reform him. Sergei also arranged a ‘cleaner employment’ of a copier for Lushkoff by sending him to his 

friend with a letter of recommendation. Again, it was Sergei who brought Lushkoff to Olga. If this had not been 

done, Olga would not have been able to help him. Hence, the contribution of Sergei in the reformation of 

Lushkoff was as important as that of Olga. 

 

Q2. How was Lushkoff, the beggar different from Lushkoff, the notary? 

Ans. :-Lushkoff, the beggar used to resort to lies in order to get sympathy and money from people. He had a 

repulsive and disgusting appearance. He wore a ragged fawn-coloured overcoat and his eyes were dull and 

drunken. Each of his cheeks had a red spot. One of his overshoes was higher than the other. He was hated for 

his dishonesty and swindling. He was very weak both physically and emotionally because of alcoholic habits. 

He did not have any self-respect or dignity and quietly took all the jeering from others. Lushkoff, the notary, in 

contrast, looked like a gentleman. He wore a coat collar of curly fur and a worn sealskin cap. He was paid 

thirty-five roubles a month for his ‘clean employment’. He was a respectable and responsible person now, not 

the alcoholic who had stooped to telling lies and begging alms for survival. He now had both a reformed soul 

and an improved life. 

 

Q3. How was Lushkoff, the beggar different from Lushkoff, the notary? 

Ans. :-Lushkoff, the beggar used to resort to lies in order to get sympathy and money from people. He had a 

repulsive and disgusting appearance. He wore a ragged fawn-coloured overcoat and his eyes were dull and 

drunken. Each of his cheeks had a red spot. One of his overshoes was higher than the other. He was hated for 

his dishonesty and swindling. He was very weak both physically and emotionally because of alcoholic habits. 

He did not have any self-respect or dignity and quietly took all the jeering from others. Lushkoff, the notary, in 

contrast, looked like a gentleman. He wore a coat collar of curly fur and a worn sealskin cap. He was paid 

thirty-five roubles a month for his ‘clean employment’. He was a respectable and responsible person now, not 

the alcoholic who had stooped to telling lies and begging alms for survival. He now had both a reformed soul 

and an improved life. 

 

Q4. How can we help beggars/abolish begging?  

 Ans. Most of the countries face the nuisance of begging especially in poor countries. Beggars can be seen at all 

public places. Some of the beggars have made it a business. It has become a serious problem. Our society and 

the government should take necessary steps to solve this problem. The global spread of education is required. 

Our government should pass strict laws against begging. Beggars should be given an opportunity to work. 

Financial support can be provided to them in order to set up some work. Beggars may be turned into skilled 

laborers. The government should set up beggar’s home only for the handicapped. Begging is a bad practice and 

is an impediment in the way of progress. So, we should discourage begging and beggars. 
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