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Part I (Evelyn Glennie) 

Questions and Answers 

Answer these questions in a few words or a couple of sentences each. 

1. How old was Evelyn when she went to the Royal Academy of Music? 

A. Evelyn was seventeen years old when she got admission in the Royal 

Academy of Music, London. She was nervous as she boarded the train from 

Scotland as she lived on farms in the countryside and was not exposed to the 

life in cities. Evelyn was excited as she was about to begin her career in music 

which was her aim in life. 

  

2. When was her deafness first noticed? When was it confirmed? 

A. When Evelyn was eight years old, her mother, Isabelle Glennie noticed that 

Evelyn did not respond to her name being called out at the piano class. Evelyn’s 

loss of hearing was gradual and for some time she was able to hide her 

impairment from her teachers and friends. By the time she turned eleven, her 

marks deteriorated, and her parents took her to a doctor. Then, it was discovered 

that Evelyn was profoundly deaf. 

  

  

Answer each of these questions in a short paragraph (30–40 words). 

  

1. Who helped her to continue with music? What did he do and say? 

A. Evelyn was discouraged by her teachers but master – percussionist Ron 

Forbes spotted her talent and potential. He guided Evelyn to feel music some 

other way rather than hearing it. He got two large drums and tuned them to 

different notes. When he played the drums, Evelyn reacted to the distinct notes 

differently. She realized that she could feel the higher notes produced by one of 

the drums through the upper part of her body, above the waist and the lower 

notes of the other drum through the lower part of her body, below the waist. 

This worked well for Evelyn and gradually, she found that she could sense 

different sounds and vibrations through different parts of her body. 

  



2. Name the various places and causes for which Evelyn performs. 

A. Evelyn made her first tour at the age of sixteen, when she performed with a 

youth orchestra. She toured the United Kingdom and after that tour she decided 

that she would make a career in music. She has made her name in the field of 

music. Evelyn is a popular musician with a busy international schedule. Apart 

from the regular concerts, she also does charity and performs for hospitals and 

prisons. Evelyn also holds classes for young musicians. 

  

Answer the question in two or three paragraphs (100–150 words). 

  

1. How does Evelyn hear music? 

A. Evelyn Glennie was passionate about music but unfortunately, she lost her 

sense of hearing by the age of eleven. She wanted to learn playing the 

xylophone but was discouraged by her teachers. They opined that as she could 

not hear, she could not learn music. Master percussionist Ron Forbes spotted 

Evelyn’s potential. He guided her to feel music some other way than to hear it 

through her ears. He trained her by tuning two large drums to different notes. 

Evelyn realized that she could sense different sounds and vibrations through 

different parts of her body. She could feel the higher notes produced by one of 

the drums through the upper part of her body, above the waist and the lower 

notes of the other drum through the lower part of her body, below the waist. 

This experiment worked well for Evelyn and she responded to the finer sounds 

of music too.  

  

Evelyn can feel music penetrate her body through various parts – cheeks, hair, 

skin, etc. When she plays the xylophone, she feels the sound move from the 

sticks into her fingertips. When the drums are played, she can feel the echo of 

the drum beats through her body. Evelyn removes her footwear as she performs 

on a wooden floor so that she can feel the vibrations produced by different 

instruments pass through her feet up her legs. Thus, Evelyn has sensitized her 

body to music. 

Extra Questions: 

Extract Based Question [Solve on your own]:  

‘“Men with bushy beards give me trouble,” she laughed. “It is not just watching 

the lips, it’s the whole face, especially the eyes.” She speaks flawlessly with a 

Scottish lilt.’ 

I. Evelyn says that those men who have ____________ give her trouble. 

a. Moustache 



b. Long and bushy beards 

c. Long nails 

d. Hearing aids 

Ans.  

 

II. Why do such men give her trouble? 

a. Because they smell bad 

b. Because they do not understand music 

c. Because they talk too loud 

d. because when they speak, she cannot see their lip movement as their lips are 

covered 

Ans.  

III. Apart from the lips, she tries to observe the __________ when they speak. 

a. Eyes 

b. Nose 

c. Entire face 

d. None of these 

Ans.  

IV. The meaning for lilt is: 

a. A way of speaking 

b. A way of thinking 

c. A way of finding excuses 

d. All of these 

Ans.  

 

 

Mention some of the philanthropic works of Evelyn. (2 marks) 

 Evelyn gives solo performances and even gives free concerts for hospitals and 

schools. Evelyn’s story is an inspiration for the differently abled who are 

motivated to fulfil their dreams like she did. 

 

  

Describe Evelyn’s journey to success after the discovery of her hearing 

impairment. (5 marks) 

Evelyn was determined to lead a normal life and follow her interest in music. 

Although she was discouraged by her teachers, her potential was noticed by 



master percussionist, Ron Forbes. He guided Evelyn to feel music some other 

way than to hear it through her ears. He got two large drums and tuned them to 

different notes. When he played the drums, Evelyn reacted to the distinct notes 

differently. This worked well for Evelyn and she realized that she could sense 

different sounds through different parts of her body.  

Once she had overcome this hurdle, Evelyn began her career in music. She got 

admission in the Royal Academy of Music, London and scored the highest 

marks in the history of the academy. Evelyn says that hard work and dedication 

towards her goal helped her achieve success. 

 

Part II (The Shehnai of Bismillah Khan) 

Question and Answers 

Tick the right answer. 

 

1.The (shehnai, pungi ) was a ‘reeded noisemaker.’ 

2. (Bismillah Khan, A barber, Ali Bux) transformed the pungi into a shehnai. 

3. Bismillah Khan’s paternal ancestors were (barbers, professional musicians). 

4. Bismillah Khan learnt to play the shehnai from (Ali Bux, Paigambar Bux, 

Ustaad Faiyaaz Khan). 

5. Bismillah Khan’s first trip abroad was to (Afghanistan, U.S.A., Canada). 

  

A. 

1. pungi 

2. A barber 

3. professional musicians 

4. Ali Bux 

5. Afghanistan 

  

Find the words in the text which show Ustaad Bismillah Khan’) in the correct 

column. Discuss your answers in class.4s feelings about the items listed 

below. Then mark a tick () in the correct column. Discuss your answers in 

class. [Answer on your own] 

  



  

Bismillah Khan’s feelings about Positive Negative Neutral 

1. teaching children music       

2. the film world       

  

3. migrating to the U.S.A. 
      

4. playing at temples       

5. getting the Bharat Ratna       

6. the banks of the Ganga       

7. leaving Benaras and Dumraon       

 

Answer these questions in 30–40 words. 

1. Why did Aurangzeb ban the playing of the pungi? 

A. Aurangzeb disliked the sound produced by the pungi. It was considered to be 

a reeded noisemaker as it was loud, shrill and unpleasant. So, he banned playing 

of pungi in his royal court. 

2. How is a shehnai different from a pungi? 

A. Although the shehnai is also a reeded musical instrument like the pungi, it 

differs in shape, size and the quality of sound produced by it. It was made with a 

hollow stem which was longer and broader than the pungi and had seven holes 

on it. The sound produced by the shehnai was soft and melodious in contrast to 

the shrill noise made by the pungi. 

  

3. Where was the shehnai played traditionally? How did Bismillah Khan change 

this? 

A. Traditionally, the shehnai was played at the royal court as part of the traditional 

collection of musical instruments called ‘naubat’, in the temples and at weddings. 

Bismillah Khan invented new ragas with the shehnai and thus, brought it on the 

stage among other classical musical instruments. 

  

4. When and how did Bismillah Khan get his big break? 

A. Bismillah Khan got his big break when in 1938 the All India Radio opened its 

Radio Station at Lucknow. He played shehnai from the radio station regularly and 

his music became popular through it. 

  

5. Where did Bismillah Khan play the shehnai on 15 August 1947? Why was 

the event historic? 

On 15th August 1947, Bismillah Khan played the shehnai from the Red Fort and 

greeted the entire country. The event was historic as it was the day when India 



gained independence from the British rule. Bismillah’s performance was 

followed by the historic speech – ‘Tryst with Destiny’ delivered by India’s first 

Prime Minister – Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

  

6. Why did Bismillah Khan refuse to start a shehnai school in the U.S.A.? 

A. Bismillah Khan was attached to the temples of Benaras and the river Ganga. 

He could not leave them and so, refused to set up a shehnai school in the USA. 

  

7. Find at least two instances in the text which tell you that Bismillah Khan 

loves India and Benaras. 

A.Bismillah’s love for India and Benaras are shown by the fact that he refused to 

set up a shehnai school in USA as he could not leave Benaras and river Ganga. 

Secondly, when he was honoured with the Bharat Ratna, he declared that Indian 

Classical music was India’s richest heritage. 

 

Extra questions: 

Extract Based Questions [Solve on your own]: 

“A student of his once wanted him to head a shehnai school in the U.S.A., and 

the student promised to recreate the atmosphere of Banaras by replicating the 

temples there. But Khansaab asked him if he would be able to transport River 

Ganga as well.” 

I. Who has been referred to as Khansaab? 

a. Ali Bux 

b. The Nawab of Lucknow 

c. Bismillah Khan 

d The student 

Ans.  

II. How did the student try to convince Khansaab? 

a. By transporting river Ganga to the USA 

b. By offering him money 

c. By calling him Khansaab 



d. None of these 

Ans.  

III. Find the word from the passage which means the same as ‘reproduce’. 

a. Promise 

b. Transport 

c. Recreate 

d. Head 

Ans.  

Describe Bismillah Khan’s familial connection with music. (3 marks) 

Bismillah Khan was born into a family of musicians. His grandfather Rasool 

Bux Khan played the shehnai at the court of the king of Bhojpur. His father, 

Paigambar Bux and his paternal as well as maternal uncles were shehnai 

players. Bismillah Khan got the inspiration to play shehnai from his maternal 

uncle Ali Bux at Benaras. He saw him playing the shehnai and was fascinated 

by it. At the age of five, he started playing it. 

 

Describe the character of Ustad Bismillah Khan. (5 marks) 

Ustad Bismillah Khan has been portrayed as a great musician, a devout patriot, 

and a liberal human being. He has been one of the most eminent musicians of 

India, a shehnai master of great national and international fame.  

Ali Bux, his maternal uncle perfected him in music. Shehnai was brought to the 

classical stage by Ustad Bismillah Khan. He practised for hours and worked 

very hard to attain perfection. It was his melodious music that made him the 

first Indian to greet tire independent India. Ustad Bismillah Khan created many 

new rags. He was given many awards and he even received the “Bharat Ratna”. 

He was a true patriot who declined many offers to settle abroad. He was a true 

artist but a simple man. He had great regard for Hindustani Classical Music.  

He had good sense of humour as well as he asked his student if he could 

transport river Ganga to USA. He is a colourful character, a true artist. 


