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Ch-7 Ashoka, the emperor who gave up war 

 

1. The Rampurva Bull is noted for its delicately sculpted model demonstrating 

superior representation of soft flesh, sensitive nostrils, alert ears and strong legs. It 

belongs to which dynasty? At present, where it has been placed? 

A Gupta dynasty; Rampurva, Bihar. 

B Mauryan Dynasty; Rashtrapati Bhawan, Delhi. 

C Mauryan Dynasty; Rampurva, Bihar. 

D Gupta Dynasty; Sarnath, Uttar Pradesh. 

Answer: B Mauryan Dynasty; Rashtrapati Bhawan, Delhi. 

 

2. Match the following: 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

(1) The stone pillar of lions (a) Rocks and pillars 

(2) Kalinga  (b) Sarnath  

(3) Ashoka’s message (c) Prakrit word 

(4) Dhamma (d) Ancient name of coastal Orissa 

A (1)-(d), (2)-(c), (3)-(a),(4)-(b) 

B (1)-(c), (2)-(a), (3)-(b), (4)-(d) 

C (1)-(b), (2)-(d), (3)-(a), (4)-(c) 

D (1)-(b), (2)-(c), (3)-(d), (4)-(a) 

 

Answer: C  (1)-(b), (2)-(d), (3)-(a), (4)-(c) 

 

3. Choose the correct chronological order of the Mauryan Rulers. 

 

A Ashoka, Bindusara, Chandragupta Maurya 

B Chandragupta Maurya, Ashoka, Bindusara 

C Bindusara, Ashoka, Chandragupta Maurya 

D Chandragupta Maurya, Bindusara, Ashoka 

 

Answer: D Chandragupta Maurya, Bindusara, Ashoka 

 



4. Who was sent to the court of Chandragupta as an ambassador by the Greek ruler 

of West Asia, Seleucus Nicator? 

A Megasthenes 

B Xuan Zang 

C Chanakya 

D Bindusara 

 

Answer: A Megasthenes 

 

5. The title translates as "the science of wealth” but the book has a broader scope. It 

includes books on the nature of government, law, civil and criminal court 

systems etc. The ideas of Kautilya were written in this book; choose the correct 

name of the book from the given options? 

A Ramayana 

B Mahabharata 

C Panchtantra 

D Arthashastra 

 

Answer: D Arthashastra 

 

6. A Mahamatta was an "officer of morality" established by the Indian Emperor 

Ashoka. Their full title was Dhaṃma Mahamatta, the "Inspectors of the Dharma”. 
What was the duty of Dhamma Mahamatta? 

A Went place to place for teaching people about Dhamma 

B To collect taxes 

C To punish the people who violated rules 

D To award the people who are gentle. 

 

Answer: A Went place to place for teaching people about Dhamma 

 

8.  Assertion (A): According to Ashoka's edicts social harmony among the people 

was more important than religious devotion. 

Reason (R): He spread ideas of equality instead of promotion of religion. 

 

A  Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation to (A). 

B  Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 

C  (A) is true but (R) is false 

D  (A) is false but (R) is true 

 

Answer: A Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation to (A). 



 

9. Identify the place marked (a) on physical map of India. It was a provincial capital 

under Mauryan rule and also gateway to the northwest. 

 

 

 

A Pataliputra 

B Nalanda 

C Taxila 

D Ujjain 

 

Answer: C Taxila 

 

 

10. Ashoka the Great was an Indian emperor of the Mauryan Dynasty, and he ruled 

almost all of the Indian sub-continent. India has history of many such famous 

empires, such as those of the Mauryas, the Mughals, the Cholas, etc. If a kingdom is 

a country, state, or territory ruled by a king or a queen, what is an empire? 

A a very small kingdom 

B a very famous kingdom 

C a very big kingdom 

D a very educated kingdom 

 

Answer: C a very big kingdom 

 



11. What did Ashoka do after the war in Kalinga was over? 

A Asoka stopped wars of aggression and felt guilty about his actions. 

B He continued wars of aggression in Southern India and conquered all of the 

forest tribes. 

C Asoka allowed the Kalingans to rule over them as long as they paid taxes. 

D Asoka forced the remaining Kalingans to be slaves in the Mauryan Empire. 

 

Answer: A Asoka stopped wars of aggression and felt guilty about his actions. 

 

12. What did Asoka do for his people once he converted to Buddhism? 

A He forced his people of Mauryan Empire to convert to Buddhism. 

B He began to punish anyone in his empire that practiced Hinduism. 

C He rejected violence, gave rich gifts to the poor, and consulted local 

communities about proper governance and good conduct. 

D He divided up all of the land in his empire and gave each family an equal 

portion of land 

 

Answer: C He rejected violence, gave rich gifts to the poor, and consulted local 

communities about proper governance and good conduct. 

 

 

Ch-9 Traders, kings and pilgrims 

 
1. Identify the fine pottery given in the image. It gets its name from the fact that it is 

generally found in the northern part of the subcontinent. 

 
A Unglazed pottery 

B Papier-Mache 

C Northern Black Polished Ware 

D Painted Grey ware 

 

Answer: C Northern Black Polished Ware 

 



2. Match the following: 

COLUMN I COLUMN II 

1 Ashvaghosha (a) Mahayana Buddhism 

2 Bodhisattvas (b) Satavahana rulers 

3 Xuan Zang (c) Buddhacharita 

4 Lords of the dakshinapatha (d) Chinese pilgrim 

 

A 1(d), 2(a), 3(b), 4(c) 

B 1(c), 2(a), 3(d), 4(b) 

C 1(b), 2(c), 3(a), 4(d) 

D 1(c), 2(d), 3(a), 4(b) 

 

Answer: B 1(c), 2(a), 3(d), 4(b) 

 

3. South India was famous for gold and spices especially _______and _________. 

A Pepper and cardamom 

B Millets and precious stones 

C Rice and cardamom 

D Pepper and precious stones 

 

Answer: D Pepper and precious stones 

 

4. Read the following and answer the question: 

Around 200 years later a dynasty known as the Satavahanas became powerful in 

western India. The most important ruler of the Satavahanas was Gautamiputra Shri 

Satakarni. We know about him from an inscription composed on behalf of his 

mother, Gautami Balashri. He and other Satavahana rulers were known as lords of 

the dakshinapatha, literally the route leading to the south, which was also used as a 

name for the entire southern region. He sent his army to the eastern, western and 

southern coasts. 

 

Why do you think Shri Satakarni wanted to control the coasts? 

A He wanted to control the coasts so as to become rich and powerful. 

B He could benefit from getting gifts, taxes and other benefit from the traders. 

C He became powerful in Northern India. 

D Both A and B  

Answer: D Both A and B 

 

5. consider the following and identify the wrong pair- 

A Puhar – port on the West coast 

B Black pepper- black gold 



C Madurai- Capital of the Pandyas 

D Lords of the dakshinapatha- the route leading to the south 

 

Answer: A Puhar – port on the West coast 

 

6. Assertion (A): In South India, Chiefs and kings who controlled the river valleys and 

coasts became rich and powerful. 

Reason (R): Amongst the river valleys the Kaveri was the most fertile. 

 

A  Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A). 

B  Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 

C (A) is true but (R) is false. 

D  (A) is false but (R) is true 

 

Answer: B Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 

 

7. In southern India, the areas around the Kaveri river are the most fertile. And 

the kings and chiefs who controlled those fertile valleys and coasts became very rich 

and powerful. What does the word Muvendars describe? 

A The heads of three ruling families Cholas, Cheras and Pandyas. 

B The heads of three ruling families Cholas, Satvahans and Pandyas. 

C The heads of two ruling families Cholas and Chalukyas. 

D The heads of three ruling families Cholas, Chalukyas and Satvahans. 

 

Answer: A The heads of three ruling families Cholas, Cheras and Pandyas. 

 

8. Choose the option which is NOT possible reason of the following: 

“The Chiefs did not collect regular taxes.” 

A They demanded and received gifts from people. 

B They went on military expeditions and collected tribute from neighboring 

areas. 

C They kept some wealth and distributed the rest between supporters, family 

members and poets etc. 

D They had enough wealth in their Royal treasure. 

 

Answer: D They had enough wealth in their Royal treasure. 

 

 

9. Which of the following are the salient features of Mahayana Buddhism? 

(1) In Hinayana, Buddha representation was done through ‘symbols’ while 
Buddha is depicted in ‘Human form’ in Mahayana religion. 



(2) Statues of the Buddha were made 

(3) The concept of the bodhisattva was spread. 

(4) Use of Russian language for propagating Buddhism  

Choose the CORRECT answer from the options given below: 

 

A (1), (2) and (4) are correct 

B (1) and (4) are correct 

C (1), (2) and  (3) are correct 

D (3) and (4) are correct 

 

Answer:C (1), (2) and  (3) are correct 

 

10.Pilgrims can be defined as- 

A Pilgrims are men and women who undertake journeys to foreign countries for 

amusement. 

B Pilgrims are men and women who undertake journeys to holy places in order 

to offer worship. 

C Pilgrims are men and women who undertake journeys for trade. 

D Pilgrims are men and women who are born warriors. 

 

Answer: B Pilgrims are men and women who undertake journeys to holy places in 

order to offer worship. 

 

11. Who composed biography of the Buddha called Buddhacharitha? 

A Kalidasa 

B Ashvaghosha 

C Satkarni 

D Kanishka 

 

Answer:B Ashvaghosha 

 

12. Why did kings want to control the Silk Route? 

Statement I They could collect taxes, an additional source of revenue for 

kings. 

Statement II Gifts and tributes were given by traders to the kings. 

Statement III Traders protected their kingdoms from attacks by robbers. 

 

Choose the INCORRECT statement: 

A Statement I is incorrect 

B Statement II and III are incorrect 

C Statement I and III are incorrect 

D Only statement III is incorrect 



 

Answer: D Only statement III is incorrect 

 

13. Consider the following statements regarding the main features of Bhakti and 

choose the CORRECT statement. 

A Bhakti means collective faith and devotion to God.  

B Only rich men and women could follow the path of bhakti.  

C This path emphasised on performing elaborated sacrifices.  

D As per this system, if a devotee worships the chosen deity with a pure heart, 

the deity will appear in the form in which he or she may desire.  

 

Answer: As per this system, if a devotee worships the chosen deity with a pure 

heart, the deity will appear in the form in which he or she may desire. 

 

14. Identify the place marked (a) on physical map of India. The most famous 

Buddhist monastery of its period is located in this place. It was a unique centre of 

Buddhist learning. Chinese pilgrims like Xuan Zang visited the Indian subcontinent 

and spent time studying here. 

 
 

A Pataliputra 

B Nalanda 

C Taxila 

D Ujjain 

 

Answer:B Nalanda 

 



Ch-10 New empires and kingdoms 

 

1. “Abhijana – Shakuntalam” is the story of love between which king and young girl 
named Shakuntala? 

A Dushyanta 

B Harshavardhana 

C Ashoka 

D Pataliputra 

 

Answer: A Dushyanta 

 

2. Consider the Following and choose the INCORRECT option. 

1 Sabha: The assemblies of all the people those who owned land and were not 

Brahmins. 

2 Nagaram: It was an organization of all the traders or merchants.  

3 Ur: The assembly of entire Brahmins who owned lands.  

 

A 1 and 2 are incorrect  

B 2 and 3 are incorrect 

C 1 and 3 are incorrect 

D 1,2 and 3 are incorrect 

 

Answer: C 1 and 3 are incorrect 

 

3. Match the following: 

Column A Column B 

I. Sandhi Vigrahika (a) Chief banker 

II. Nagara Shreshthi (b) Minister of war and peace 

III. Prashasti (c) Chief Judicial officer 

IV. Maha- Danda Nayaka (d) In praise of  

 

A I-(c), II-(d), III-(a), IV-(b) 

B I-(b), II-(a), III-(d), IV-(c) 

C I-(a), II-(c), III-(d), IV-(b) 

D I-(d), II-(c), III-(b), IV-(a) 

 

Answer: B I-(b), II-(a), III-(d), IV-(c) 

 

 

4. What information can we get about the ordinary people from the Gupta period’s 
play? 



A Only the king and Brahmins spoke Sanskrit whereas other men and women 

used Prakrit. The condition of untouchable was not good. They used to live on 

the outskirts of the city. 

B Only common people and women spoke Sanskrit. King and Brahmins spoke 

Prakrit. The condition of untouchable was excellent. They used to live within 

the city. 

C Only common people spoke Sanskrit. The condition of kings and Brahmins was 

not good. They used to live on the outskirts of the city. 

D Only women spoke Prakrit. The condition of kings and Brahmins was not 

good. They used to live on the outskirts of the city. 

 

Answer: A Only the king and Brahmins spoke Sanskrit whereas other men and 

women used Prakrit. The condition of untouchable was not good. They used to live 

on the outskirts of the city. 

 

5. Which of the following is not the feature of the play written in the earliest times 

A These plays provided occasional glimpse of the lives of ordinary people 

B These plays provided occasional glimpse of the lives of animals 

C The king and most Brahmins are shown as speaking Sanskrit 

D Women and men other than the king and Brahmins use Prakrit 

 

Answer: B These plays provided occasional glimpse of the lives of animals 

 

6. Choose the correct option; which three authors wrote about Harshavardhana? 

A Banabhatta, Xuan Zang, Subandhu wrote about Harshavardhana 

B Banabhatta, I-Qing, Ravikirti wrote about Harshavardhana 

C Harishena, Xuan Zang, Ravikirti wrote about Harshavardhana 

D Banabhatta, Xuan Zang, Ravikirti wrote about Harshavardhana 

 

Answer: D Banabhatta, Xuan Zang, Ravikirti wrote about Harshavardhana 

 

7. Poetic texts written in praise of someone were known as 'prashastis'. India had 

many powerful dynasties, such as the Cholas, the Chalukyas, the Guptas, the 

Chauhans, etc. From the inscription on the Ashokan pillar at Allahabad, we come to 

know about a famous ruler of the Gupta dynasty. And the inscription on that pillar 

was taken from a prashasti composed by Harishena in Sanskrit. Who was this 

famous ruler? 

A Rajgupta 

B Samudragupta 

C Pruthvigupta 

D Nandigupta 

 



Answer: B Samudragupta 

 

8. Poets used to write Prashastis to get rewards from their kings, and most kings also 

had the names of their ancestors mentioned in their Prashastis. For example, a 

prashasti about Samudragupta mentioned his mother, father, grandfather, and 

great grandfather. The grandfather and the great grandfather of Samudragupta 

were titled 'maharaja', while Samudragupta and his father Chandragupta were titled 

'maharaja-adhiraj'. What does the difference in these titles explain? 

A The family gradually got older. 

B The family gradually lost its wealth. 

C The family gradually ran into debts. 

D The family gradually became more powerful. 

 

Answer: D The family gradually became more powerful. 

 

9. Banabhatta, a poet in Harshvardhana's court, wrote the biography of 

Harshavardhana who ruled over 1400 years ago. It was written in Sanskrit. What is 

the name of this biography? 

A Harshacharita 

B Harshagatha 

C Harshageeta 

D Harshalila 

 

Answer: A Harshacharita 

 

10. In spite of being the younger son, Harsha became the king of Thanesar. He also 

got the throne of Kanauj, the kingdom of his brother-in-law, because his brother-in-

law was killed by the ruler of Bengal. Harsha was very successful in the east, but not 

elsewhere. Who stopped Harsha when he tried to cross the Narmada and enter into 

the Deccan? 

A Chandragupta II from the Gupta dynasty 

B Pulakeshin II from the Chalukya dynasty 

C Rajaraja Chola from the Chola dynasty 

D Chandragupta from the Mauryan dynasty 

 

Answer: B Pulakeshin II from the Chalukya dynasty 

 

11. Harisena was a 'maha-danda-nayaka'. Although he was a poet, he was appointed 

as the Chief Judicial Officer, just like his father was. Many other changes also 

occurred in the administration of kingdoms over time, and administrative posts 

became more hereditary. What does hereditary mean? 



A from father to son 

B from husband to wife 

C from court to streets 

D from nephews to nieces 

 

Answer: A from father to son 

 


