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Q.1.What was the significance of the campaigns initiated by Gandhiji in Champaran, 

Ahmedabad and Kheda? 

Answer: In 1917, Mahatma Gandhi spent most of his time in Champaran. He sought 

the security of tenure for the peasants. He also wanted that the peasants should be 

free to cultivate the crops of their choice. 

1. In 1918, Mahatma Gandhi went to Ahmedabad. He intervened in a labor dispute 

and demanded better working conditions for the workers of the textile mills. 

2. In 1918, Mahatma Gandhi was again involved in another campaign at Kheda in 

Gujarat. He supported the cause of peasants and sought the remission of taxes from 

the state as the harvest of crops had failed. 

Thus, Gandhiji carried out various campaigns in Champaran, Ahmedabad, and Kheda. 

These campaigns had made him a true nationalist. They also showed the sympathetic 

attitude of Gandhiji toward the poor. 

Q.2. What methods were adopted to oppose the British rule during the Non-

Cooperation Movement? 

Answer: The Non-Cooperation Movement was launched by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920. 

It had a definite program for the people to follow. It included the following methods 

to oppose British rule: 

1. The students were asked not to attend their schools and colleges. 

2. The lawyers were asked not to attend law-courts. 

3. The ordinary people were asked to renounce voluntary association with the 

British Government. 

4. There were strikes by the working class in many towns and cities. There were 

396 strikes in different cities in 1921. It involved six lakh workers which caused a 

loss of seven million workdays. 

5. The Hill-tribes in the Northern part of Andhra Pradesh violated the forest laws. 

6. The farmers did not pay taxes in Awadh. They refused to carry loads for colonial 



officials in Kumaun. 

Though the aforesaid methods were laid down for all the protestors, yet, many of 

them adopted the methods which better suited their interests. 

Q.3.Find out similarities between Salt Satyagraha (Civil Disobedience Movement) and 

Non-Cooperation Movement. Give any five points. 

Answer: The similarities between the Civil Disobedience Movement and Non-

Cooperation movement were as follows: 

1. In both the movements, the peasants had participated whole-heartedly. Most of 

the peasants hated the colonial forest laws as they and their cattle could not 

enter the forest. 

2. At many places, the factory workers went on strike. 

3. The lawyers boycotted the British courts. 

4. The students did not attend their classes in the government-run educational 

institutions. 

5. All the ordinary people participated in both of these movements in one way or 

the other. They in their own way expressed their discontent with the British rule. 

6. Many people even left their government jobs and joined the freedom struggle. 

7. Some people even refused to pay the taxes. 

Q.4.The Salt March of Gandhiji was notable for at least three reasons. What were 

they? 

Answer: The Salt March (Dandi March) of Gandhiji was notable because of the 

following three reasons: 

1. By leading the Salt March. Mahatma Gandhi became very popular in the world. 

He got world attention as his march was widely covered by the European and 

American Press. 

2. This Salt March was the first nationalist activity in which women had 

participated enthusiastically. They joined the march in large numbers. In fact, 

Gandhiji had allowed the women to participate in his Dandi March on the 

persuasion of Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, a socialist activist. 

3. The Salt March made the British realize for the first time that their rule in India 

would not last forever. They had understood that they would have to 

decentralize their power by involving Indians in the administration. 

Q.5.Describe the events that led to the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Answer:  Gandhiji started the Non-Cooperation Movement in 1920 because of the 

following reasons: 



1. Rowlatt Act: After the First World War, the Rowlatt Act was passed in 1919. In 

accordance with this law, the government could imprison anyone without a trial. 

Gandhiji was not content with this Act and launched the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

2. Jallianwala Bagh Massacre: A meeting was held in Jallianwala Bagh at Amritsar to 

protest against the Rowlatt Act. General Dyer appeared on the scene and started 

shooting bullets on the gathered people. Gandhiji was moved at this bloody climax of 

the meeting in which more than four hundred people were killed and therefore 

started the Non-Cooperation Movement against the British rule. 

3. Khilafat Movement: The Sultan of Turkey was known as the Caliph of all the 

Muslims. But the British had snatched his empire. The Indian Muslims could not bear 

this insult and joined hands with Gandhiji and started Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Q.6.When was Civil Disobedience Movement launched? What were its reasons? 

Answer: Mahatma Gandhi started his Civil Disobedience Movement in 1930 because 

of the following reasons: 

1. Arrival of the Simon Commission: In 1928, the Simon Commission visited India 

under the leadership of Sir John Simon. All the members of this Commission were 

English men. No member from India was included in this Commission. So the Indians 

opposed it everywhere. They raised the slogans “Simon: Go Back.” Even then, this 
commission published its report. So, Gandhiji was compelled to start the Civil 

Disobedience Movement. 

2. Nehru Report: In August 1928, Nehru Committee submitted its report highlighting 

the demands of the Indian British Government refused to accept this report. Feeling 

depressed, Gandhiji started the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

3. Atrocities on Revolutionaries: The British Government had hanged Bhagat Singh, Raj 

Guru, and Sukhdev till death. It generated discontentment among the Indians. 

4. Impact of the Bardoli Movement: A peasant Satyagraha was organized at Bardoli 

under the leadership of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel. The success of these peasants had 

emboldened Gandhiji to start Civil Disobedience Movement. 

Q.7.What do you mean by Non-Cooperation Movement? 

Answer: The Non-Cooperation Movement was started by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920. It 

was against the British Government. It meant not to have any association with the 

British Government. The Declaration for this movement was made by Congress at its 

Nagpur Session. Gandhiji made an appeal to the people not to cooperate with the 



British Government in any way. He also chalked out its detailed program. Under this 

movement, many people gave up their jobs and titles. The students stopped going to 

their classes in the government educational institutions. 

The foreign goods were also discarded. The people started using goods manufactured 

in their own country. It was necessary for all the participants in this movement to 

adhere to truth and non-violence. It was carried out very effectively and made the 

people aware of the misdeeds of the colonial rulers. According to Louis Fischer, “Non-

Cooperation became the name of an epoch in the life of India and of Gandhiji. Non-

Cooperation was negative enough to be peaceful but positive enough to be effective. 

It entailed denial, renunciation, and self-discipline. It was training for self-rule.” 

Q.8.What is the importance of the opening ceremony of Banaras Hindu University in 

the Indian National Movement? 

Or 

State the significance of Gandhiji’s speech at Benaras Hindu University.  

Or 

Explain the ideas expressed by Gandhiji in his address at the time of the opening of 

Benaras Hindu University in February 1916. Did he put his precepts into practice? Give 

examples.  

Answer: The first important public appearance of Gandhiji was at the opening of the 

Banaras Hindu University in February 1916. Before this, Indian National Movement 

was confined only to the rich or elite class. But through his speech over here, Gandhiji 

advocated making a national movement a mass movement. He said that the 

establishment of Banaras Hindu University was certainly the most gorgeous show. But 

he showed his worry about the presence of rich bedecked noblemen and the absence 

of millions of poor Indians. 

To these privileged invitees, Gandhiji told that salvation of India is not possible unless 

they strip themselves of jewelry and keep it in trust for their countrymen in India. He 

said that there is no meaning of self-rule until laborers or peasants could not be given 

full profit of their produce. Our salvation is possible only through the farmers. Neither 

the doctors, lawyers or the rich landlords can secure it. 

Taking percepts into Practice: In the same year, in December, Gandhiji got the chance 

to bring his precepts into practice. This year, Congress’s annual session was held at 

Lucknow. Here, one peasant of Champaran told him about the exploitation of Indigo 

planters by the Britishers. So, most parts of 1917 were spent by Gandhiji in helping the 

peasants of Champaran. 

Next year, Gandhiji remained busy in two campaigns in Gujarat. First of all, he 



demanded better working conditions for workers of Ahmedabad’s mill. After that, he 
joined peasants in Kheda in asking the state for the remission of taxes due to the 

failure of their harvest. 

Q.9. “Gandhiji was as much a social reformer as he was a politician.” Clarify the 
statement. 

Answer: There is no denying the fact that the Gandhiji was as much a social reformer 

as he was a politician. As a politician, he transformed Indian National Movement into a 

broad mass movement. He was arrested in 1922 and was released from jail in 

February 1924. He then devoted his attention to encourage the homespun cloth 

(Khadi) and to eradicate untouchability from society. 

Gandhiji believed that Indians need to remove social evils like child marriage and 

untouchability in order to be worthy of freedom. He was of the view that we must 

prepare an atmosphere of harmony among different religious communities. That is 

why he stressed on Hindu-Muslim harmony. He also believed that Indians had to learn 

to become self-reliant on the economic front. That is why he stressed using Khadi 

instead of cloth imported from overseas. 

Q.10.Explain the Civil Disobedience Movement. What was its effect on our struggle for 

freedom? 

Answer: The Civil Disobedience Movement was started by Mahatma Gandhi in 1930. 

He wanted to oppose colonial rule by breaking the laws framed by it. This movement 

started with the Salt Satyagraha (Dandi March) organized by Mahatma Gandhi. He 

began walking on 12 March 1930 from his Sabarmati Ashram. He was accompanied by 

thousands of people on his way. He reached his destination, that is, Dandi at the sea-

coast within twenty-four days. He made a fistful of salt to break the salt laws. 

He intentionally made himself a criminal in the eyes of the law. The British 

Government took all stringent measures to crush this Civil Disobedience Movement. 

Thousands of patriots were put behind bars all over the country. Gandhiji was 

arrested but even after his arrest, the Movement went on as before. Therefore, the 

Civil Disobedience Movement left a deep impact on our national struggle for freedom. 

  

 


