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INFRASTRUCTURE: 

Infrastructure refers to all such activities, services and facilities that are needed to provide different kinds  

of services in an economy. It provides supporting services to the main areas of industry. agriculture 

production and trade and commerce. It includes services like railways, roads, irrigation, public utility  

(electricity communication, health, energy etc) and so on. 

Infrastructure refers to the support system of the economic and social development of  the economy. 

Kinds of infrastructure 

1.Economic infrastructure 

Economic infrastructure refers to all such services, facilities, or activities that serve as a supporting system to 

the process of economic growth i.e., production and trade of goods and services. 

 

It includes transportation, communication, energy/ power, banking facilities, irrigation facilities 

Features 

1. It supports the economic system directly 

2. It enhances the quality of economic resources and increases the efficiency of physical capital. Thus, raises  

productivity and reduces the cost of production. 

3. It increases the stock of physical capital assets. 

 

4. It promotes economic development. 

 

5. It increases the standard of life. 

(2) Social infrastructure 

Social infrastructure refers to all such services, facilities, or activities that serve as a foundation/supporting 

system to process social growth or development. 

It includes education, health, housing, sanitation and drinking facilities, etc. 

Features 

It enhances the quality of human resources and increases the productivity and efficiency of human capital. 

 It increases the stock of human capital. 

It promotes economic development indirectly. 

It supports the economic system indirectly. 

It increases the quality of life 

Health:- 

Health is a crucial component of social infrastructure. It refers to a state of complete physical, mental and 



social well being. It is not only the absence of disease but also the ability to realize one's potential. 

 It is the holistic process related to the overall growth and development of a nation. 

It is a yardstick of one's well being. The health status of a country can be assessed through the following 

indicators: 

1. Infant mortality rate 

 

2. life expectancy rate 

 

3. death rate 

 

4. nutritional level 

 

5. maternal mortality rate 

 

6. Morbidity 

 

7. Incidence of communicable and non-communicable diseases. 

HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE: 

Health infrastructure includes hospitals, doctors, nurses, and other paramedical professionals,beds, 

equipment required in hospitals, and a well-developed pharmaceutical industry. 

• The development of health infrastructure ensures healthy manpower for the the development of goods and 
services. 

• Health improves the efficiency and productivity of a person and enables them to contribute more to 

economic development. 

. Government is responsible to ensure the right to healthy living.   

It is the responsibility of the government to ensure that health facilities are accessible to all the people.  

 The government adopted three-tier healthcare system to meet the health care requirements of the country. 

Healthcare system of India: 

1. Tier-1 (Primary health care): It includes 

(a) Education concerning prevailing health problems and methods of identifying, prevent in and controlling 

them. 

 

(b) Promotion of food supply and proper nutrition and adequate supply of water and basic sanitation. 

 

(c) Maternal and child health care. 

 

(d) Immunization against major infectious diseases and injuries. 

 

(e) Promotion of mental health and provision of drugs 

To achieve the above-mentioned points or provide primary health care, primary health centers (PHC), 

community health centers (CHC) and sub-centers have been set up in villages and small towns. These are 

generally managed by a single doctor and a nurse with a limited quantity of drugs. 

When the condition of a patient is not managed by such centers, they are referred to secondary or tertiary 

health care centers. 

2. Tier-2 (secondary health care) 

 

It includes hospitals that have better facilities or health care facilities such as surgery, electrocardiogram 

(ECG), X-ray, etc. They are mostly located in district headquarters and big towns. 

3. Tier-3 (tertiary health care) 

It includes hospitals and medical centers which are equipped with advanced machines and techniques to 



handle emergency and complicated diseases/ health problems that could not be managed by primary and 

secondary health care. It includes many premier institutions. which not only provide quality medical 

education and conduct research but provide specialized health care like All India Institute of 

 

Medical Science, Delhi (AllMS), Postgraduate institute, Chandigarh (PGI), National institute ofmental health 

and NeuroScience, Bangalore (NIMHNS), etc. 

        PROBLEMS IN THE HEALTH SECTOR:- 

Modern health facilities are available and developed in urban areas: 

 

1. Only 20% of total hospitals are located in rural areas while 80% are in 

 

2. Out of a total number of beds, only 11% of beds are available in rural areas. 

 

3. Only 50% of the total number of dispensaries are located in rural areas. 

 

4. Only 25% of the total population in rural areas has access to proper medical facilities. 

 

5. Public health centers (PHC) located in rural areas do not even offer X-rays or blood 

 

testing facilities. 

 

6. Rural people have no access to any specialized medical care like pediatrics, gynecology, anesthesia, and 

obstetrics. 

 

7. There are only 0.36 hospitals for every one lakh people in rural areas, while in urban 

 

areas one lakh people have 3.6 hospitals. 

 

8. There is always a shortage of doctors in rural areas even though 15,000 medical graduates are produced 

every year. 20% of these graduates leave the country/ migrate to other countries for better monetary 

prospects and many opt for private hospitals. 

 

Critical assessment of health infrastructure 

Unequal distribution of health care services:-Distribution of health care services is extremely unequal across 

rural and urban sectors/ areas in India. 70% of the total population lives in rural areas but most of the modern 

health facilities are available and developed in urban areas. 

1. Only 20% of total hospitals are located in rural areas while 80% are in urban areas. 

  2. Out of a total number of beds, only 11% of beds are available in rural areas. 

 3. Only 50% of the total number of dispensaries are located in rural areas.  

 4. Only 25% of the total population in rural areas has access to proper medical facilities. 

 

 5. Public health centers (PHC) located in rural areas do not even offer X-rays or blood testing  

                     facilities. 

6. Rural people have no access to any specialized medical care such as pediatrics, gynecology,  

      anesthesia, and obstetrics. 

7. There are only 0.36 hospitals for every one lakh people in rural areas while in urban 

                    areas one lakh people have 3.6 hospitals. 
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