
   Class Notes 
Class: VIII 

 

Topic: Public Facilities 

Subject:  

Social Science- Social and Political Life 

 

Exercise questions and answers: 

Q.1)Why do you think there are so few cases of private water supply in the world? 

Ans: Water is a vital amenity, hence there are very few occurrences of privatised water supply around 

the world. A state's water supply is a public service that every government must provide to all of its 

residents. Water prices surged when water supply was placed in the hands of private enterprises, 

making it expensive for the majority. In places like Bolivia, this has led to riots, protests, and violent 

demonstrations. As a result, it has been decided that water supply services should be handled by the 

government. 

 

 

Q.3)How is the sale of water by farmers to water dealers in Chennai affecting the local people? Do 

you think local people can object to such exploitation of groundwater? Can the government do 

anything in this regard? 

Ans.The sale of water by farmers to water dealers in Chennai has a variety of effects on the local 

population: 

(i)The water is being taken away for agricultural irrigation. As a result, the scarcity of water for 

irrigation has an impact on agriculture. 

(ii) The communities will use this water for common supply and drinking. 

(iii) As a result of extensive water exploitation, ground water levels in certain places have plummeted. 

Yes, local residents can protest such severe exploitation of ground water since it is a public resource 

or a gift from nature to which everyone has an equal right, and thus no one can sell or take it solely. 

Poor farmers are the ones who suffer the most from the usage of ground water, thus they have a strong 

voice in protesting such abuse. 

In this sense, the government must play a critical role in determining an acceptable alternative. Many 

public services, like access to safe drinking water, are recognised as part of the Right to Life in our 

Constitution. As a result, the government must ensure that these rights are safeguarded in order for 

everyone to live a good life. The government can prohibit private corporations from selling water and 

find effective ways to offer water to the general public at a low cost. It can also preserve water by 

employing techniques such as "rainwater harvesting." 

 

 

Q4. Why are most of the private hospitals and private schools located in major cities and not in towns 

or rural areas? 

Ans: The services provided by these private hospitals and institutions are prohibitively expensive for 

the poor and even many middle-class people. The infrastructure and service quality provided by these 



hospitals and institutions are unquestionably superior. Cities have a higher concentration of wealthy 

and ambitious people who can afford the costs than towns or rural locations. This is why private 

hospitals and schools are typically found in major cities rather than small towns or rural areas. 

 

 

 Q.2) and Q.5) to be done by the students. 

 

Extra questions: 

Q.1)Why should the Government be responsible for providing public facilities? 

Ans. There are various reasons why the government should provide the public facilities .Some of them 

are given below:- 

i)Private companies operate for profits in the market. 

ii)In most of the public facilities there is no profit.Thus private companies will probably not be 

interested in undertaking such work. 

iii)Private companies provide public  facilities at the rate which is not affordable by everyone. 

iv)Public facilities are the basic needs of the people and thus should be made available to everyone at 

an affordable rate. Consititution also guarantees Right to Life under Fundamental Rights to all 

citizens. 

v)Therefore the responsibility to provide the Public facilities must be that of the government only. 

 

Q.2)What do you understand by Public facilities?What are the benefits of providing Public 

facilities?Explain with examples. 

Ans. Public facilities are those essential facilities that are required to be provided to everyone. Some 

of these facilities are health, sanitation, public transport, colleges, schools, public transport, water and 

more. 

 Once a public facility has been provided, the benefits can be reaped by a larger community. 

 For example, if a public school is established in a village it can be beneficial for all the children that 

are residing in that village. 

If electricity is provided in a village farmers can run the pumps and irrigate their fields. 

Public transport help people commute in affordable price. 

Healthcare and Sanitation facilities are essential for a healthy life. 

 

 

 

 

Note : The above content is absolutely prepared at home. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


