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 Thinking About the Poem 
(Page 84) 

Question 1. 
Notice the use of the word ‘turn’ in the first line, “I think I could turn and live with 
animals…”. What is the poet turning from? 
Answer: 
Here the poet wants to turn from human into an animal. This turning is symbolic of the 
poet’s detachment from human beings and their nature, and his appreciation of the animal 
kind. 

Question 2. 
Mention three things that humans do and animals don’t. 
Answer: 
Animals do not cry and complain over their conditions. They do not commit sins and 
therefore do not weep for them. They are also very satisfied creatures and have no desire to 
possess material things. Humans, on the contrary, complain all the time, commit all sorts of 
sins and are affected with the madness of owning things. 

Question 3. 
Do humans kneel to other humans who lived thousands of years ago? Discuss this in groups. 
Answer: 
Yes, humans kneel to other humans who lived thousands of years ago as it is a cultural 
tradition to do so. (Students can discuss their own culture with their classmates and share 
the rituals and traditions of their culture and also get to know about other cultural 
practices.) 

Question 4. 
What are the ‘tokens’ that the poet says he may have dropped long ago, and which the 
animals have kept for him? Discuss this in the class . 
(Hint Whitman belongs to the Romantic tradition that includes Rousseau and Wordsworth, 
which holds that civilisation has made humans false to their own true nature. 
What could be the basic aspects of our nature as living beings that humans choose to ignore 
or deny?) 
Answer: 
The tokens mentioned in the poem mean the symbols of the true nature of human beings. 



These tokens are actually tokens of virtue such as containment, honesty, innocence and the 
likes of it. 

Extra Questions: 

 “They do not sweat and whine about their condition, 

They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins, 
They do not make me sick discussing their duty to God, 
Not one is dissatisfied, not one is demented with 
the mania of owning things,” 

1. What is the meaning of “whine”? 

A) a beverage 
B) cry 
C) shout 
D) None 

2. Name the poetic device used in the successive lines: 

A) Anaphora 
B) Assonance 
C) Metaphor 
D) Alliteration 

3. Who is the poet of the poem “Animals”? 

A) Leslie Norris 
B) Robert Frost 
C) Carolyn Wells 
D) Walt Whitman 

Without Extract: 

1. What does the poet mean when he says “Not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that 

lived thousands of years ago,”? 

a) Animal do not exhibit their devotion to anyone by bowing down in front of the person.  

b) They never do so even for their ancestors.  

c) They do not prostate before a deity. 

d) All of the above 



2. Which of the following statement(s) is/are true: 

I. The inner qualities of humans are referred to as token 

II. He further questions himself as to where his own good qualities have vanished. 

a) Only I 

b) Only II 

c) Both 

d) None           
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Summary: 

The curtain rises with Lomov entering his neighbour Chubukov’s house fully 

dressed up in his evening attire. Chubukov is surprised to see him well-dressed 

and asks him the occasion. Lomov reveals that he had come to make a request. 

Chubukov anticipates that he must have come to ask for money which he 

doesn’t intend on giving. On being revealed that Lomov had come to ask for 

Chubulov’s daughter, Natalya’s hand in marriage, Chubukov gets filled with 

excitement and leaves to call Natalya. Lomov is a 35 year- old gentleman who 

suffers from palpitations, gets upset very easily and doesn’t sleep well. He 

thinks it is the best age for him to get married and he is happy that he has his 

mind made-up about Natalya. According to him, Natalya is average-looking and 

a good housekeeper. When Natalya arrives, Lomov begins the conversation 

about how grateful and glad he is that both their families are on good terms 

since the very beginning. While continuing to talk about his land, he somehow 

mentions about Oxen Meadows which earlier was a disputed property but is 

now his. Natalya couldn’t believe a word he was saying because she believes 

that Oxen Meadows belong to her family. Both of them enter into a heated 

discussion and act childishly when Chubukov enters just to get the 

conversation more heated. They shout and scream while Lomov suffers from 

extreme pounding of the heart, a side pull and a numb foot. They throw Lomov 

out of the house and continue cursing him. While speaking ill of him, Chubukov 

unintentionally reveals that he had come with a marriage proposal for Natalya 

which surprises Natalya and she immediately regrets sending him out. She tells 

her father to bring him back immediately and Chubukov curses himself on 

being a father of a grown-up daughter. When Lomov returns, Natalya tries to 

deviate to another topic and starts talking about shooting. Somehow they 

enter into an argument involving their dogs. Natalya feels that her Squeezer is 

better than Lomov’s Guess. They continue arguing when Chubukov enters the 



scene only to make the situation worse, once again. Everyone gets hyper and 

Lomov finally falls due to his palpitations. Even then, the cursing continues 

when suddenly Natalya notices that he is unconscious. They try to get water 

down his throat but end up getting unsuccessful and declare him dead. It is 

only when Lomov moves a little bit, they feed him some water and Chubukov 

forcefully hands over Natalya’s hands to him, gives his blessings and asks them 

to kiss. Lomov, still not fully conscious doesn’t understand what is going on. 

When he finally comes to his senses, he expresses his excitement and kisses 

Natalya’s hands. Natalya, being childish as she is, manipulates him into 

accepting that Squeezer is better than Guess but Lomov, being adamant as he 

is, refuses to accept it. Thus, once again, the dispute continues.          

 

The Proposal- Question & Answers 

1. What does Chubukov at first suspect that Lomov has come for? Is he sincere 
when he later says "And I've always loved you, my angel, as if you were my 
own son"? Find reasons for your answer from the play. 

A. Chubukov suspects that Lomov has come to ask for money. He is not sincere 
when he says that he has loved him as his son because we notice that 
Chubukov tries to be friendly and loving on the face while he is rude and selfish 
within. 

  

2. Chubukov says of Natalya: "... as if she won't consent! She's in love; egad, 
she's like a lovesick cat…"Would you agree? Find reasons for your answer. 

A. I agree with Chubukov's statement because when Natalya comes to know 
that Lomov had come with a marriage proposal, she becomes desperate for 
him. She starts wailing and asks her father to bring him back. 

  

3. Find all the words and expressions in the play that the characters use to 
speak about each other, and the accusations and insults they hurl at each 
other. (For example, Lomov in the end calls Chubukov an intriguer; but earlier, 
Chubukov has himself called Lomov a "malicious, double-faced intriguer." 
Again, Lomov begins by describing Natalya as “an excellent housekeeper, not 
bad-looking, well-educated.”) 



A. Several words and expressions have been used by the characters to describe 
each other. Some of them are as follows - 

Chbukov - grabber, intriguer, old rat, Jesuit. 

Natalya - a lovesick cat, an excellent housekeeper, not bad looking, well 
educated. 

Lomov - a good neighbour, a friend, impudent, pettifogger, a malicious double 
- faced intriguer, rascal, blind hen, turnip ghost, a villain, a scarecrow, monster, 
stuffed sausage, wizen faced frump, pup, and milksop. 

Thinking About the Language  
(Page 157) 

Question I : 
1. This play has been translated in English from the Russian original. Are there 
any expressions or ways of speaking that strike you as more – Russian than 
English? 
For example would an adult man be addressed by an older man as my darling 
or my treasure in an English play? 
Answer: 
Expressions not used in contemporary English are- my angel, my beloved, my 
beauty (Here these expressions, are used for an adult man) and ‘all that sort of 
thing’ (not explaining what it is just leaving it as it is) and ‘how may you be 
getting on’? reported speech 

2. You must have noticed that when we report someone’s exact words, we 
have to make some changes in the sentence structure. In the following 
sentences fill in the blanks to list the changes that have occurred in the above 
pairs of sentences. One has been done for you. 
Questions. 

1. To report a question, we use the reporting verb asked (as in sentence set 
1). 

2. To report a declaration, we use the reporting verb 

3. The adverb of place here changes to _____ 

4. When the verb in the direct speech is in the present tense, the verb in 
reported speech is in the tense (as in sentence set 3). 



5. If the Verb in direct speech is in the present continuous tense, the verb in 
reported speech changes to ____ tense. For example, ____ changes to 
was getting. 

6. When the sentence in direct speech contains a word denoting respect, 
we add the adverb ____ in the reporting clause (as in sentence set 1) 

7. The pronouns I, me, our and mine, which are used in the first person in 
direct speech, change to third person pronouns to such as _____ or ____ 
in reported speech. 

Answer: 
2. declared 
3. there 
4. past 
5. past continuous, is getting 
6. respectfully 
7. he, him, their or his 

Extra Questions: 

How does Chubukov react when Lomov says that he has come to ask for the 
hand of his daughter? 

Answer: When Lomov says that he has come to ask for the hand of his 
daughter, Chubukov feels ecstatic. He loses his balance and embraces Lomov. 
He even sheds a tear of joy and calls for God’s blessings for Lomov and Natalya. 
They all celebrate the moment with champagne.   

Characters: 

Natalya: 

Natalya was a young unmarried girl of twenty five years. She lived in the 
neighbourhood of Lomov, a young unmarried man. She was an excellent 
housekeeper and was not bad looking. She was thirsting for love. Her father 
called her a lovesick cat. Lomov said that she was well educated, but she did 
not seem to be so. She was very quarrelsome and abusive by nature. She 
began a bitter quarrel with Lomov over a piece of land that had little value. She 
said that those meadows were not much worth to her but she could not stand 
unfairness. But when she learnt that Lomov had come to propose to her, she 



forgot all fairness and unfairness. She began to wail over the lost chance .She 
forced her father to call him back. But in no time, she started quarrelling with 
him again. It was on their dogs. Both claimed their respective dogs to be of a 
superior breed. 

Chubukov: 

The full name of Chubukov was "Stephan Chubukov". Chubukov was the 
owner of a land. Who live with his daughter named as  
" Natalya  " He was always like a antagonistic man. But while talking to others 
he was always politely. Even he welcome the man name "Lomov' very kindly 
who comes to proposed his daughter at first. The Chubukov was the greedy 
man when it's comes to a match for his daughter. But he was also considered a 
loving father. 

Lomov: 

Lomov was a young, unmarried man of thirty five. He was anxious to get 
married as he had already reached a critical age. So he decided to propose a 
girl in the neighbourhood. Her name was Natalya, a girl of twenty-five years 
old. Lomov thought that she was a good housekeeper and was not bad looking. 
Further she was unmarried. Lomov was a funny character. He was suffering 
from palpitation. He behaved as if he were eccentric. He was so eager to marry 
Natalya. But when he came to propose to her, he started quarrelling over 
trifles. He quarrelled on issues like Oxen Meadows and pet dogs named 
Squeezer and Guess. He even abused Natalya and her father Chubukov while 
quarrelling. 

Extra Questions 

“CHUBUKOV : [interrupting] My dear fellow… I’m so glad, and so on… Yes, 
indeed, and all that sort of thing. [Embraces and kisses Lomov] I’ve been 
hoping for it for a long time. It’s been my continual desire. [Sheds a tear] And 
I’ve always loved you, my angel, as if you were my own son. May God give you 
both — His help and His love and so on, and so much hope… What am I 
behaving in this idiotic way for? I’m off my balance with joy, absolutely off my 
balance! Oh, with all my soul… I’ll go and call Natasha, and all that.  
     LOMOV : [greatly moved] Honoured Stepan 
Stepanovitch, do you think I may count on her consent? ” 

1. How are the Lomovs and Chubukovs related? 



A) friends 
B) cousins 
C) neighbours 
D) business associates 

2. Who is the writer of the play “The Proposal”? 

A) Robert Frost 
B) Anton Chekov 
C) Carolyn Wells 
D) Robin Klein 

3.  What feature of Chubukov is evident in this speech? 

A) doting father 

B) careless 

C) hard 

D) transparent 

“ NATALYA : Just think, Ivan Vassilevitch! How long have they been yours? 
LOMOV : How long? As long as I can remember. 
NATALYA : Really, you won’t get me to believe that! 
LOMOV : But you can see from the documents, honoured Natalya Stepanovna. 
Oxen Meadows, it’s true, were once the subject of dispute, but now everybody 
knows that they are mine. There’s nothing to argue about. You see my aunt’s 
grandmother gave the free use of these Meadows in perpetuity to the 
peasants of your father’s grandfather, in return for which they were to make 
bricks for her. The peasants belonging to your father’s grandfather had the 
free use of the Meadows for forty years, and had got into the habit of 
regarding them as their own, when it happened that…” 
 
1. Which land were they fighting about? 
 
A) Oxen Meadows 
B) Birchwoods 
C) Burnt Marsh 
D) All of the above 
 
 
2.What is Lomov’s side of justification about the land? 



A) their land extended till Burnt Marsh 
B) his grandmother always talked about it 
C) his grandmother gave it to her great grandfather’s peasants 
D) both 1 and 2 
3. Which word means the same as ‘the state or quality of lasting forever’? 

A) Free 

B) Perpetuity 

C) Meadow 

D) None of these 

Without Extract: 

1. Why was Lomov wearing his evening dress? 

A) to pay New Year Eve’s visit 
B) ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage 
C) borrow money 
D) borrow land 

2. Who does Chubukov call a “lovesick cat”? 

A) Lomov 
B) himself 
C) his maid 
D) Natalya 

3. Why did Chubukov think it was a curse to be a father of a grown up 
daughter? 

A) he had to go to call the man they had just shun out 
B) he had to go to call the man who insulted them 
C) he had to go call tthe man who shouted at them 
D) All of the above 


