
   Class Notes 
Class: V 

 

Topic: ENGLISH FERRY – (Play) Birbal’s Wit 

 

Subject: ENGLISH CB 

 
 

Copy down answers of  question A, Writing and Word Bank in your English Ferry. Copy down questions B, C  

& character sketch in your English Notebook.  

 

Write T for true and F for false for these sentences. (To be done in CB on page 118) 

A.             1. F                      2. T                 3. F                       4. F                     5. T  

 

B. 1. a. The Second Minister said these words to Akbar. 

 

 b. The ‘task’ was impossible because no one can count the number of crows that are in a city. 

 

 2. a. Akbar said these words to Birbal. 

 

 b. The speaker was incorrect in his assumption as Birbal did have an answer. 

 

 c. The listener’s reply was that at six o’clock that day, there were exactly 21,412 crows in the capital.  

 

C. 1. According to a messenger Birbal was very busy counting crows in the city. 

 

     2. The prize announced for the challenge was 3,000 gold coins and a bag of precious jewels. 

 

     3. Birbal did not wish to join Akbar in eating mangoes because the mangoes were sent for Akbar especially   

 

      from Lucknow. Birbal said that he just took pleasure in watching Akbar enjoy the mangoes. 

 

      4. Birbal turned a refusal into a compliment by saying that rather than eat mangoes he took pleasure in  

 

       seeing his king, Akbar, enjoy the mangoes. 

 

     5. Akbar quietly scraped all his mango peels and seeds from his plate onto the Queen’s when she wasn’t  
 

      looking. Then he teased the Queen saying that she was starving for mangoes. The Queen didn’t know  
      

      what  to say but Birbal came to her rescue. He told Akbar that it was not the Queen but he who was  

 

      starving for  mangoes as he had swallowed the peels and seeds as well. 

 

Write a character sketch of Birbal. 

Birbal was a minister in Akbar’s court. He had a great sense of humour and impressed everyone with his  
 



intelligence. Birbal found answers to even very challenging questions like counting crows in the capital. Akbar 

 

 often rewarded him with prizes and gifts for his quick wits and wisdom.  

 

 

Writing (pages 121-122) -correct the highlighted words/letters in the book. 

 

We have often heard the proverb, ‘Honesty Is the Best Policy’. Honesty is a value that one must inculcate  

 

from a young age. As children, we often tell lies and are punished by our parents. At that age we may not  

 

understand why our parents are strict with us. However, as we grow older, we realise that it was meant for  

 

our well-being. Truth, however difficult it may be, takes us a long way. Falsehood, though easy and  

 

convenient, punishes us in the end. Often, to support one lie, people lie repeatedly. Even if they feel guilty,  

 

they fail to be brave enough to speak the truth. One must never fall back on lies. No matter how difficult the  

 

situation, honesty is a virtue and we must always practise it. 

 

 

My Word Bank (Page 122) 

 

1. court—courtiers                   2. count—countless               3. serious—seriousness 

 

4. stun—stunning/stunned     5. laugh—laughter                 6. refuse—refusal 

 

7. starve—starvation 8. swallow—swallowed 

(Content prepared absolutely from home) 

 


