
 
 

CLASS NOTES 

Class: XI  
Topic: Albert Einstein at School 
 Subject: English 

SAQ 

Q1. Why was Einstein unhappy at school? 

Ans. Einstein was a misfit at school and was unable to cope with the 
conventional system of education. As a student at Munich, he was different 
from other boys of his age. He hated the oppressive atmosphere of the 
school and was sure he would fail in the examinations. 

Q2. Why was Mr. Braun speechless? 

Ans. Mr. Braun was speechless because he asked Einstein in what year the 
Prussians defeated the French at Waterloo. Albert could not reply, when he 
(Braun) demanded the reason responsible for this he admitted that he did 
not learn the answer. Later he said that he could not see any point in learning 
dates which could be read in a book as well. This made Mr. Braun 
speechless. 

Q3. What made Einstein’s life miserable in the slum where he lived? 

Ans. Albert Einstein lived in a slum where his landlady made his life a hell. 
She most often beat her children and then occasionally she was beaten by 
her husband. She was so rude with Einstein that she didn’t allow him to play 
his violin for a relief from all this stress.  

Q4. What was Einstein’s theory about education? 

Ans. Einstein believed that the then existing education method was 
incapable of meeting the purpose of education. He believed that learning 
facts and dates was not education. He was against learning facts and dates 
by heart. He was really disappointed that there was no effort of the teachers 
to make the students think and analyze the subject in his school. 

Q5. How did the history teacher insult Einstein? 



 
 

Ans. Mr. Braun, the history teacher remarked that Einstein was an ungrateful 
boy and that his output to be ashamed of himself. He should ask his father 
to take him away. He punished him by making him stay in for an extra period 
in the school that day. 

Q6. Who was Yuri? 

Ans. Yuri was the only friend Albert had in Munich. Yuri had great concern 

for Albert. It was Yuri who understood Albert’s helplessness in the school 
and his desire to go to Milan to join his family. Yuri was greatly helpful for 
Albert, especially in getting a medical certificate. 

Q7. Why did Einstein not like the place where he lived? 

Ans. Einstein lived in a rented room in one of the poorest quarters of Munich. 
He did not like the place because of the atmosphere of slum violence. His 
landlady beat her children regularly. Every Saturday her husband came 
drunk and beat her. 

Q8. What was the problem faced by Einstein in passing the exams? 

Ans. For passing the exams one didn’t have to know anything or understand 
what one was taught. One could easily pass the exams if one was able to 
repeat in the exams what one was taught. The problem with Einstein was 
that he was not good at learning things by heart. 

Q9. What advice did Elsa give to Einstein to pass the examination? 

Ans. Elsa is Einstein’s cousin who lived in Berlin where his father had a 
business. She thinks that just repetition of the lesson taught in the class 
during the examination is enough to pass the examination. No 
understanding is essential. Just learning something by heart may do the 
trick. 

Q10. Why couldn’t Einstein think of going to Milan without a serious reason? 

Ans. Einstein’s father was a struggling businessman in Milan. He had asked 
his son to return to Milan after completing his studies in Munich and was 
very stubborn about that. To go to Milan, therefore, Einstein needed a very 
strong reason to leave his school in Munich. 



 
 

Q11. How did Albert feel at his lodging? 

Ans. Albert was not at all happy in his lodging situated in the poor slum area. 
His room was in the poorest quarters of Munich. Even the atmosphere was 
quite miserable as the landlady used to beat her children. Her husband too 
returned on Saturday quite drank and beat her mercilessly. The atmosphere 
was full of noise and insanitary. 

Q12. What for did Einstein require a medical certificate? 

Ans. Einstein enquired his friend Yuri about a friendly doctor, who would 
certify him falsely for a nervous breakdown as he longed to escape from the 
school. Einstein hated the school at Munich and longed to escape. But he 
knew that if he left his studies and went to Italy to join his family, his father 
would get angry and send him back. One day he gets an idea. He decides to 
play a small drama. He would pretend that he has had a nervous breakdown. 
He would say that he has been advised by the doctor to discontinue studies. 
He asks his friend, Yuri, if he knows a kind and sympathetic doctor. 

Q13. Why did the head teacher call for Albert? 

Ans. Einstein got a false medical certificate and was about to go to the head 
teacher’s office to submit it. To his surprise, however, the headmaster 
himself sent for him and informed that the school had decided to rusticate 
him for his hostile presence in the school. The head teacher explained that 
all the teachers were troubled with his rebellious attitude and did not want 
him in the school any longer. He then suggested the simplest way out for 
Einstein to leave the school on his own. 

Q14. Who was Mr. Koch? How did he help Einstein? 

Ans. Mr. Koch was Einstein’s mathematics teacher. He was a great man, 
probably who was not jealous of Einstein’s knowledge. He admired 
Einstein’s knowledge and thought probably Albert would soon be able to 
teach him. Apart from this, Mr. Koch gave him a certificate that helped 
Einstein secure a seat in a university. 

Q15. “Albert felt the medical certificate almost burning a hole in his pocket”. 
What does the author mean? 

Ans. The author means to say that Einstein has worked so hard to get the 
certificate from the doctor, and then he was willing to show the certificate to 



 
 

the headmaster and see how he would react. However, the certificate had 
then become unnecessary as he was being expelled without its production. 

Q16. Did Einstein succeed in leaving school? How? 

Ans. Yes, finally Einstein got rid of his school. With the help of his friend, 
Yuri, Einstein found a doctor who was kind and understanding. The doctor 
gave a certificate stating that Einstein needed rest for six months because 

he was under extreme stress. In a dramatic turn, Einstein was called to the 
head teacher’s room and was told that the school had decided to expel him 
from the school.  

Q17. Express your views on the prevailing system of education. 

Ans. Education is in fact a process which brings out the best from within. 
But it’s an irony that the present system of education kills originality. It 
prompts a child to be more commercial and self-centered. It encourages him 
to compete more and more without letting the original personality blossom 
the present system of education cultivates one sided personality. It stifles 
creativity and originality. 

LAQ 

Q1. What made Einstein unhappy at school? 

Ans. This lesson describes Einstein’s suffering at school in a moving way. 
It shows how a creative genius like Einstein was ridiculed by his teachers 
and expelled from school for daring to be different. Einstein was a misfit at 
school and unable to cope with the conventional system of education. As a 
student at Munich, he was different from other boys of his age. He hated the 
oppressive atmosphere of the school and was sure he would fail in the 
examinations. He liked to study only the subjects which interested him. He 
believed that there was no point in memorizing facts. Thus, on being asked 
when the battle of waterloo took place. Einstein replied frankly that he had 
forgotten the date. Moreover, he added, he did not see why one should learn 
dates as they could easily be looked up in a book. Einstein’s honesty is 
mistaken for arrogance. He is punished and told that he is disgrace to the 
school. Einstein thus, felt miserable at school and longed to escape. 

Q2. Did Einstein succeed in leaving school? How? 



 
 

Ans. Einstein hated the school at Munich and longed to escape. One day he 
gets an idea and discusses it with his friend, Yuri. He decides to play a small 
drama. He would pretend that he has had a nervous breakdown. He would 
say that he has been advised by the doctor to discontinue studies. With the 
help of his friend, Einstein is able to find a doctor who is kind and 
understanding. The doctor gives a certificate stating that Einstein needs rest 
for six months. But even before Einstein can submit the certificate, he is 
called by head Teacher. The head teacher tells Einstein that all the teachers 
are troubled with his rebellious attitude and want him to leave the school. 
Einstein realizes that there is now no need to show the medical certificate. 
He cheerfully walks out of the school which has been his prison for the last 
five years. 

Q3. What were Einstein’s views regarding rote learning? Why is mere rote 
learning useless? 

Ans. As a student at Munich, Einstein was different from the other boys of 
his age. He was unable to cope with conventional system of education which 
lays a lot of emphasis on rote learning. Einstein believed that the then 
existing education method was incapable of meeting the purpose of 
education. He believed that learning facts and dates was not education. He 
was against learning facts and dates by heart. Facts, he felt, could easily be 
looked up in books. Thus, on being asked when the Battle of Waterloo takes 
place, Einstein replied frankly that he had forgotten the date. He added that 
it would be more interesting to find out why soldiers had killed one another, 
rather than to memorize the number of soldiers killed in the battle. He was 
really disappointed that there was no effort of the teachers to make the 
students think and analyze the subject in his school. 

Q4. Do you think that the teacher’s role should be primarily to make students 
think? 

Ans. In the Conventional System of Education the aim of the student is to 
get a degree and take up a job. The task of the teacher, in such a system, is 
mostly to impart fact-based knowledge and help the student to do well in the 
examination. For this purpose the teacher may dictate notes, mark important 
questions and repeatedly “drill” students. Such a system crushes the 
creative genius like Einstein. But in Reality, the role of a teacher is not to 
teach facts but to impart skills which can make the student think. It would 
not be an exaggeration to say that the teacher shows the student how to 
think and not what to think. The true teacher encourages the individual to 
be inquisitive and to analyze the various facts and implications of an issue. 



 
 

 

The aim of education therefore, is to produce learning individuals, not 
necessarily learned ones, in an environment of freedom and creativity. 
Otherwise, the very purpose of education would be lost. 
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