
   Class Notes 
Class: VIII 

 

Topic: Ch.10.India After Independence 

Subject: Our Pasts-III- HIstory 

 

 

Exercise questions and answers:( To be written in notebook) 

1)Name three problems that the newly independent nation of India faced. 

Ans. The three problems that the newly independent nation of India faced are given as follows:- 

a) As a result of Partition, 8 million refugees had come into the country from what was now Pakistan. 

These people had to be found homes and jobs. 

b) Then there was the problem of the princely states, almost 500 of them, each ruled by a maharaja or 

a nawab, each of whom had to be persuaded to join the new nation 

c) The citizens of this vast land spoke many different languages, wore many different kinds of dress, 

ate different kinds of food and practised different professions. How could they be made to live 

together in one nation-state was also a great challenge. Thus,It was necessary to develop a political 

structure that would best fulfill the Indian people's ambitions and expectations. 

 

 

2)What was the role of the Planning Commission? 

Ans. In 1950, the government set up a Planning Commission to help design and execute suitable 

policies for economic development every five years. 

The commission had to design the roles played by the private players and the government in a system 

which was to be called a mixed economy system. 

The roles of different regions and states were to be defined by the Planning Commission. 

 

 

3) What did Dr Ambedkar mean when he said that “In politics we will have equality, and in 
social and economic life we will have inequality”?  
Ans According to Dr. Ambedkar, political democracy must be accompanied by economic and social 

democracy. Giving people the opportunity to vote would not necessarily eliminate other inequalities, 

such as those between the rich and the poor, or between upper and lower castes. He believed that India 

needed to work hard to eliminate all forms of economic and social inequality,Only then would the 

Constitution's guarantee of political equality (i.e., one vote for every adult Indian citizen) be 

meaningful. Otherwise, India would be a land of paradoxes, adhering to the idea of "one man, one 

vote, and one value" in politics while rejecting the concept of "one man, one value" in economic and 

social lives. 

  

4)After Independence, why was there a reluctance to divide the country on linguistic lines? 

 

Ans.  

• Way back in the 1920s, the Indian National Congress, in the beginning, had promised that after 

independence, each major linguistic group would have its own province. 

• After independence, the Congress did not take any steps to honour this promise. 



• India had been divided on the basis of religion: despite the wishes and efforts of Mahatma 

Gandhi, freedom had come not to one nation but to two. 

• As a result of the partition of India, more than ten lakh people had been killed in riots between 

Hindus and Muslims. 

• The country could not afford further divisions on the basis of language. 

• Thus, both Prime Minister Nehru and Deputy Prime Minister Sardar Patel were against the 

creation of states on the basis of languages. 

 

 

5)  Give one reason why English continued to be used in India after Independence. 

Ans. Many Congress members believed that the English language should leave India with the British 

rulers. According to them, Hindi should take English’s place. 
 However, those who did not speak  hindi were of a different opinion.  

 T.T. Krishnamachari threatened in the assembly on behalf of the people of the South to separate from 

India if Hindi will be  imposed on them.  

A compromise was finally arrived at: namely, that while Hindi would be the “official language” of 
India, English would be used in the courts, the services and communications between one state and 

another. 

 

6)How was the economic development of India visualized in the early decades after 

Independence? 

Ans. India's economic development was envisioned in the early decades after independence as 

follows: 

i.Objectives- The new nation's main goals included lifting India and Indians out of poverty and 

developing a modern technical and industrial basis. 

ii.Planning Commission and Five Year Plans- A Planning Commission was established to assist in 

the establishment and implementation of appropriate economic development policies. 

iii.Mixed Economy- It was decided to use a mixed-economy model. Both the state and the private sector 

would play vital and complementary roles in expanding production and creating jobs under this 

economic arrangement. 

iv.Prioritizing heavy industry and dams- The Second Five-Year Plan was established in 1956. This 

was heavily focused on the development of heavy industries like steel and the construction of huge 

dams. 

Many criticized the emphasis on heavy industry and the attempt to regulate the economy (which 

would guide economic policy for the following few decades). This strategy was criticized because: 

i.It placed little attention on agriculture. 

ii.It disregarded primary education. 

iii.It failed to consider the environmental consequences of focusing on science and machinery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


