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TEXTBOOK 

Question 1. 
What are the elders in Goa nostalgic about? 
Answer: 
The elders in Goa are nostalgic about the good old Portuguese days 
and their love of bread and loaves. The writer says that the eaters of 
loaves have left but the makers still exist. 

Question 2. 
Is bread-making still popular in Goa? How do you know? 
Answer: 
Yes, bread making is still popular in Goa. This is very clear from the 
narrator’s statement that the eaters have gone away leaving the 
makers behind. There are mixers, moulders and the ones who bake the 
loaves. The time-tested furnaces still exist there. 

Question 3. 
What is the baker called? 
Answer: 
The baker is called a pader in Goa. 

Question 4. 
When would the baker come every day? Why did the children run to 
meet him? 
Answer: 
The baker would come twice a day—once early in the morning and the 
second time when he returned after selling his stuff. 
The children would run to meet him as they wanted to have bread-
bangles. 



 

 

 

Question 5. 
What did the bakers wear: 
a) In the Portuguese days 
b) When the author was young 
Answer: 
a) The bakers were usually dressed up in a peculiar dress called kabai. 
It was a single piece long frock reaching down to the knees. 
b) During his childhood days, the author saw the bakers wearing shirt 
and trousers which were shorter than full length ones and longer than 
half pants. 

Question 6. 
Who invites the comment – “he is dressed like a pader” Why? 
Answer: 
Any person who is wearing a half pant which reaches just below the 
knees invites this comment. This is because the baker, known as a 
pader, used to dress like that. 

Question 7. 
Where were the monthly accounts of the baker recorded? 
Answer: 
Monthly accounts of the baker were recorded on some wall in the 
house with a pencil. 

Question 8. 
What does a ‘jackfruit-like appearance’ mean? 
Answer: 
It means having a plump physique, like a jackfruit. 

Question 9. 
Is bread an important part of Goan life? How do you know this? 
Answer: 
Yes, bread is an important part of Goan life. It is needed for marriage 
gifts, parties and feasts. Bread is also needed by a mother for 
preparing sandwiches during her daughter’s engagement. Thus, it is 



 

 

necessary to have breads for every occasion, because of which the 
presence of a baker’s furnace in the village is very important. 

Question 10. 
Where is Coorg? 
Answer: 
Coorg or Kodagu is the smallest district of Karnataka. It is situated 
midway between Mysore and the coastal town of Mangalore. 

Question 11. 
What is the story about the Kodavu people’s descent? 
Answer: 
The fiercely independent people of Coorg are descendants of Greeks 
or Arabs. A section of Alexander’s army moved South along the coast 
and settled here only when they were unable to return to their country. 
These people married among the locals. This is the story about the 
descent of Kodavu people. 

Question 12. 
What are some of the things you now know about? 
i. the people of Coorg? 
ii. the main crop of Coorg? 
iii. the sports it offers to a tourist? 
iv. the animals you are likely to see in Coorg? 
v. its distance from Bangalore and how to get there? 
Answer: 
i. They are fiercely independent people and have descended from the 
Greeks or the Arabs. 
ii. Coffee is the main crop of Coorg. 
iii. It mostly offers adventure sports which include river rafting, 
canoeing, rappelling, rock climbing and mountain biking. 
iv. The animals likely to be seen in Coorg are macaques, Malabar 
squirrel, langurs, slender loris, elephants etc. 
v. By road, it is around 250 – 260 kilometres from Bangalore. 

 



 

 

 

EXTRA QUESTIONS 

SAQ 

Question 1. 
Why is the baker essential for the Goan people? 
Answer: 
Most of the celebrations and festivals need supply of bread so the 
baker’s furnace is essential for the Goan people. 

Question 2. 
Why did the baker and his family always look happy and prosperous? 
Answer: 
The baker used to collect his bills at the end of the month. Baking was 
indeed a profitable business in 
the old days. The baker and his family never starved. Their plump 
physique was an open testimony that they were happy and prosperous. 

Question 3. 
Why would the children run to meet and greet the baker? 
Answer: 
The jingling thud of the baker’s bamboo would wake up the children 
from their sleep. They would run to meet and greet him to get bread 
bangles or sometimes sweet bread of special make. 

Question 4. 
What indicates the presence of the ‘patters’ still in Goa? 
Answer: 
The presence of the ‘paders’ in Goa even today is indicated by the fact 
that still there are mixers, the moulders and those who bake the 
loaves. Moreover, those age-old time-tested furnaces still exist. 

Question 5. 
What would the baker do after his musical entry? 



 

 

Answer: 
The baker would greet the lady of the house with ‘good morning’ and 
then place his basket on the bamboo after his musical entry. 

Question 6. 
How did the pader treat the kids who surrounded him? 
Answer: 
The pader treated the kids who surrounded him, very kindly he would 
push them aside with a mild rebuke. 

Question 7. 
Was baking a profitable profession? 
Answer: 
Yes, baking was really a profitable profession as the bread was an 
important part of the food of the Goan people. The bakers earned well 
and kept servants. Their families looked happy and prosperous. They 
never starved. 

Question 8. 
What are the elders in Goa nostalgic about? 
Answer: 
The elders in Goa are much fond of loaves of bread. Those were the 
Portuguese days and the people liked the breads of different types 
very much. 

Question 9. 
Is bread-making still popular in Goa? How do you know? 
Answer: 
Bread-making is still popular in Goa. We can see the mixers, the 
moulders and those who bake the loaves. Most of their festivals and 
other occasions will become meaningless without the loaves of the 
bread. The ladies of the house prepare sandwiches on the occasion of 
their daughter’s engagement. 

Question 10. 
What is the baker called? 



 

 

Answer: 
The baker is called ‘Pader’ in Goa. They wear special dresses. 

Question 11. 
When would the baker come every day? Why did the children run to 
meet him? 
Answer: 
The baker would come at least twice a day. The morning was his 
selling round and he returned after selling them. Children ran to meet 
and greet him because they needed bread bangles from him. They also 
got sweet bread of special make. 

LAQ 

Question 1. 
Describe the pen-portrait of a traditional Goan village baker. 
Answer: 
There is a deep impact of Portuguese culture on Goan life. The baker 
is also a part of this culture. They are known as paders in Goa. When 
author was a child, one could see the traditional baker in the village. 
He used to be friend of children. He visited the house twice a day. 
Children arose with the sound of thud and jingle of the bamboo in the 
morning. They would run to greet him. Children were fond of sweet 
bread and the bread bangles. The ladies of the house bought the 
bread. Bakers were professional and it was a family business. It was a 
profitable business and most of the bakers were plump. They had their 
peculiar traditional dress called Kabai. 

Question 2. 
“Not enough can be said to show now important a baker can be for a 
village”. How were the services of the baker required on various 
occasions? 
OR 
Why was the baker’s furnace essential in a traditional Goan village? 
Answer: 
A baker is very important and essential for a Goan village. He does not 



 

 

merely represent a profession but a highly admired Portuguese 
tradition. His breads are essential on each and every occasion. 
Marriage gifts are meaningless without the sweet bread known as the 
bol. Cakes and bolinhas are a must for Christmas as well as other 
festival. He enjoys respect and love of the people. The children 
consider him their friend, companion and guide. Thus, the presence of 
the baker’s furnace in the village is absolutely necessary. 

Question 3. 
Bread and cakes were an integral part of Goan life, in olden days. 
Based on your reading of the “A Baker from Goa”, describe the Goan 
culture. 
Answer: 
Goa in west India, called golden Goa by the Portuguese, has an 
important Portuguese colony in Asia. The Portuguese were driven by 
their desire to spread their faith to the local population. Thus the 
culture of Goa is deeply influenced by Portuguese culture. Modem day 
Goa, a state of India, is a quaint blend of tradition, religion and 
modernity. Hindu temples are as much a part of Goa as are Christian 
monuments. The culture of Goa today is a synthesis of Portuguese and 
Indian cultures. It is one of the most attractive cultures in India. A 
Goan is said to be born with music in his blood and music literally 
accompanies him from the cradle to the grave. Musical traditions run 
in gene 

 Question 4. 
The Coorgis are known for their hospitality. They are friendly and 
caring. Which of their qualities one must inculcate in one’s life? 
What makes them so loveable? 

Answer: 
Coorgis are well known for their courage, bravery and hospitality. 
They are very warm people who entertain and look after their 
guests as family members. They are always willing to recount 
numerous tales of valour when in the company of their guests. It 
shows that they want their guests to feel at home by sharing the 
tales from their lives. We learn to be friendly, caring and sensitive 



 

 

to the need of others. They follow the age-old Indian tradition of 
‘Athithi Devo Bhav’. Guests are not considered as burden. They 
provide them with all the comforts, and make them feel at home. 
The warmth in their behaviour makes them loveable. 

Question 5. 
The Coorgis are religious and have deep faith in God. Justify the 
fact taking examples from the text. Give your opinion also on the 
importance of having faith in the Supreme Power. 
Answer: 
The world’s largest Tibetan settlement is situated in Coorg. The 
monks, in red, ochre and yellow – robes are described as being 
among many other surprises that await us. The monastery is 
considered to be the heart and soul of India. It is clearly revealed 
that Coorgis are highly religious people and have deep faith in 
the Supreme Power. 

It is of utmost importance to perform all our duties with 
uninterrupted dedication without cribbing over results. Always 
have faith in God and think positively. Moulding our thoughts in 
the right direction does miracles and can bring about the desired 
change in the way we think or act. Always remember that there is 
a supreme power who controls the whole universe. We should 
also have faith in all the religions and not behave like a fanatic 

rations. 

EXRACTS 

Read the following passages and answer the questions that follow: 

Question 1. 
Our elders are often heard reminiscing nostalgically about those good 
old Portuguese days, the Portuguese and their famous loaves of bread. 
Those eaters of loaves might have vanished but the makers are still 
there. We still have amongst us the mixers, the moulders and those 
who bake the loaves. Those age-old, time-tested furnaces still exist. 



 

 

The fire in the furnaces has not yet been extinguished. The thud and – 
jingle of the traditional baker’s bamboo, heralding his arrival in the 
morning, can still be heard in some places. May be the father is not 
alive but the son still carries on the family profession. These bakers 
are, even today, known as pader in Goa. 
(i) What are the elders nostalgic about? 
(ii) How do they remember it? 
(iii) How is a traditional baker recognised? 
(iv) Pick out the word from the passage which means opposite to 
‘Seldom”. 
Answer: 
(i) The elders are nostalgic about the Portuguese and their loaves of 
bread. 
(ii) They remember about it fondly. 
(iii) A traditional baker is recognised with the thud and jingle of his 
bamboo. 
(iv) often. 

Question 2. 
Marriage gifts are meaningless without the sweet bread known as the 
bol, just as a party or a feast loses its charm without bread. Not 
enough can be said to show how important a baker can be for a village. 
The lady of the house must prepare sandwiches on the occasion of her 
daughter’s engagement. Cakes and bolinhas are a must for Christmas 
as well as other festivals. Thus, the presence of the baker’s furnace in 
the village is absolutely essential. 
(i) When are all the marriage gifts meaningless in Goa? 
(ii) What was important at the daughter’s engagement? 
(iii) What was in use for Christmas and other occasions? 
(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means the same as—
‘Attraction’. 
Answer: 
(i) Marriage gifts are meaningless without the sweet bread in Goa. 
Preparation 
(ii) of sandwiches is important at the daughter’s engagement. Cakes 
and bolinhas 



 

 

(iii) were used for Christmas and other occasions. 
(iv) charm. 

Question 3. 
The baker or bread-seller of those days had a peculiar dress known as 
the Kabai. It was a single piece long frock reaching down to the knees. 
In our childhood we saw bakers wearing a shirt and trousers which 
were shorter than full-length ones and longer than half pants. Even 
today, anyone who wears a half pant which reaches just below the 
knees invites the comment that he is dressed like a paderl 
(i) What is the ‘Kabai’? 
(ii) Describe the traditional dress of baker? 
(iii) What did the narrator see in his childhood? 
(iv) Pick out the word from the passage which means the same as—
‘strange’. 
Answer: 
(i) ‘Kabai’ is the traditional dress of baker. 
(ii) It is a single piece long frock reaching down to the knees. 
(iii) The narrator saw in his childhood that the bakers wore a shirt and 
trousers which were shorter than full length ones and longer than half 
pants. 
(iv) peculiar 

Question 3. 
The baker usually collected his bills at the end of the month. Monthly 
accounts used to be recorded on some wall in pencil. Baking was 
indeed a profitable profession in the old days. The baker and his family 
never starved. He, his family and his servants always looked happy and 
prosperous. Their plump physique was an open testimony to this. Even 
today any person with a jackfruit-like physical appearance is easily 
compared to a baker. 
(i) When did the baker usually collect his bills? 
(ii) How were the monthly accounts maintained? 
(iii) Who is generally compared to a baker? 
(iv) Pick out the word from the passage which means the same as—
rich. 



 

 

 

 

Answer: 
(i) The bakers usually collected his bills at the end of the month. 
(ii) The monthly accounts used to be recorded on some wall in pencil. 
(iii) Any person with a jack fruit like physical appearance is easily 
compared to a baker. 
(iv) prosperous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


